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Abstract

This study aimed to measure the impact of tourism activity on the local community (Applied to
Ajloun in the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan). To achieve this, data was collected through a
questionnaire which was prepared to ensure validity and reliability. It was then coded and
entered into the computer and processed statistically using the statistical package for social
sciences (SPSS). The questionnaire design consisted of (20) items distributed on the following
dimensions Social and cultural impact of tourism activity, economic impact of tourism activity,
environmental impact of tourism activity). The surveying of the views of a sample of the local
community in Ajloun amounted to (496) respondents. The results showed that tourism activity
has a socio-economic and environmental impact on the local community in Ajloun
Governorate. The study recommended: Utilizing local community members when developing
plans and strategies related to tourism in Ajloun Governorate, Encourage the members of the
local community to invest in the tourism activity through increasing financial support and
facilitating procedures for the implementation of projects, Increasing the awareness of the local
community of the importance of the tourism sector by making of the tourism industry within
the compulsory courses for all disciplines in schools and universities.

Key words: Community, tourism, Social and cultural impact of tourism activity, economic
impact of tourism activity, environmental impacts of tourism activity.
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