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Abstract
The role of the Graeco-Roman Heritage in Archaeological Museums in Alexandria to
assert its Cultural Identity as a Tourist Destination

Marwa Abd el-Maguid el-Kady Noha Ibrahim Khalil
Faculty of Tourism and Hotels, The Higher Institut for Tourism, Hotels & Restoration of
Alexandria University Monuemnts, Abou-Qir, Alexandria

The city of Alexandria was founded under the orders of Alexander the Great. It once held the
most important beacon of science in the ancient world, the Museion which was appended
with the Great Library of Alexandria. It was the capital of Egypt during the Graeco-Roman
period and played an important role in all fields of science, literary and art at the time.
Therefore, archaeological collections which are kept in archaeological museums of
Alexandria can play a key role in highlighting its cultural identity and branding it
intrnationally as a tourist destination.

The research aims to examine the role of the Graeco-roman heritage in archaeological
museums of Alexandria to assert its cultural identity as a tourist destination. Alexandria
National Museum and Antiquities Museum at the Library of Alexandria (Bibliotheca
Alexandrina) are selected to serve this aim. The main two questions of the research are: Do
the Graeco-Roman sections in these museums actually reflect the Greek cultural identity of
Alexandria and its origins as a Greek city? And how can they be represented in a better way
to reflect its identity? The study uses the approach of case study using the tools of participant
observation and semi-structured interviews and questionnaire addressed to those who are
involved in the management of the Graeco-roman heritage in Alexandria, and international
tourists.

Keywords: Alexandria- Graeco-Roman Heritage — museum - Cultural Identity- Tourist
Destination- Cultural Heritage Tourism — Authenticity.
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