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Abstract

This paper points to the similarities and differences in the concept of Soul and Spirit
between ancient Egyptian thought and ancient Greek thought. The Spirit was known
in ancient Egyptian thought in three Symbols: Ba, Ka, and Akh, symbolizing Ba as
the human soul, while referring to Ka as the soul, the latter (Akh) was the light that
arised when Ba was united with Ka in the other world. But in ancient Greek thought,
we find that there is a distinction between spirit and the soul, for the soul was
inseparable from the body, but spirit was a term of religious nature, and was the secret
of existence. This study refers to the old debate about the distinction between soul and
spirit among ancient philosophers and thinkers. The second part of this study deals
with the concept of soul and spirit in ancient Greek thought, starting with the
linguistic analysis of the term and then discussing the meaning of these concepts
through the different stages of Greek thought and the third and final part of this paper
is a detailed comparison between the soul and the spirit in ancient Egyptian and
ancient Greek thought.

229


https://plato.stanford.edu/archives/sum2009/entries/ancient-soul/

Key words: Soul - Spirit - Ka - Ba - Akh - Penuma - psyche.

230



