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Abstract

Archaeological-Analytical study of Two Dirhams in the Museum of Islamic Art
Mirvat Abdul Hady Hany Roshdy
Faculty of Tourism and Hotels, Fayoum University

The Museum of Islamic Art in Cairo includes a unique collection of historical coins that
date back to different Islamic ages. The authors selected two of them, which were not
previously studied. This paper aims to compare the two Dirhams to the reliefs of other
dirhams in the same period. Analysis to the techniques used in each of the two dirhams
has taken place and major features emerged. The paper, then, compared these features
and results are discussed. This research was developed using analytical and comparative
approaches based on document and picture analysis. The initial reading of the two
dirhams indicated the following names: Imam al-Mustasim Be Allah Abu Ahmad
Abdullah Prince of the Believers, King Saleh Najmuddin Ayoub, Aybak, King Nasser
Salah al-Din and King Al-Aziz Mohammed. Therefore, the paper includes the
introduction of these rulers, their titles and the type of script in which these two dirhams
were inscribed and the house of coinage in Cairo. The importance of this paper in the
field of tourism guidance is obvious, as tourist guides should be familiar with the
historical events and the names of rulers in the Islamic era inscribed on these coins,
which will be dealt with in detail.

Key Words: Coins, Dirham, The Museum of Islamic Art, Imam al-Mustasim Be Allah
Abu Ahmad Abdullah, King Saleh Najmuddin Ayoub, Aybak, King Nasser Salah al-
Din, King Al-Aziz Mohammed.
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