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English Summary

The Egyptians had kept their civilization for thousands years away from foreign
influences. Persians had adopted and adapted elements to create their own civilization;
so the Persianization is a process of two-way acculturation. After the Persian invasion to
Egypt 525 B.C, The Persian rulers make a concerted effort to appear as indigenous
pharaohs during the first domination of Egypt. They tried hard to apply a variation style
of art based on combination between Egyptian and Persian traits. The paper has many
goals; to examine the intellectual foundations of our knowledge of the archaeology of
the 27th Dynasty, with a view towards distinguishing between the products of ancient
agency and those of modern scholarship. To use that corpus to characterize the nature
and impact of Achaemenid rule on both institutions (cultural, economic, religious and
political) and individuals (natives and foreigners) living in Egypt. The oasis was another
site of significant activity during Achaemenid rule, as evidenced by the construction of
temples and the introduction of ganat irrigation there. Introduction of the ganat and the
construction of new temples in the Kharga Oasis during the 27t Dynasty point to a
deliberate undertaking on the part of the Achaemenids It remain to consider how the
development of the Kharga Oasis affected the experience of Achaemenid rule in Upper
Egypt. Given the limited extent of settlement in the oasis prior to Achaemenid rule it is
unlikely that either was the product of local initiative. Rather, as the inscriptions on the
temples at Hibis and Qasr el-Ghueita proclaim, they were built at the behest of the Great
King in order to further specific imperial agenda he had mandated, even if he was not
present for their consecration or directly involved in their design. The geographic
distribution of the gods featured in the sanctuary of the Hibis temple implies that this
temple was built to cater to people from certain parts of Egypt, either because they had
already moved to the oasis, or because the construction of the temple was part of a
larger effort to bring certain people there. The Persians employed their own strategy to
contend with Thebes: they built developed the Kharga Oasis for settlement and
populated it with Thebans. The use of ex novo civic foundations as a means of
disrupting local matrices of economic and political power is well known in the ancient
Near East. The mechanism by which these people were moved to the oasis is unknown,
and the possibilities range from forcible deportation to incentivized voluntary migration.
Certainly the empire was more than capable of moving subject populations around its
territory for a variety of reasons. The population of Thebes in the Late Period was likely
between 20,000 and 40,000 people, whereas even at the height of its development the
entire western desert probably supported no more than 35,000 people, so it is doubtful
that Thebes was emptied of its population. But even the relocation of a few thousand
Theban residents would have sent a strong message to the city concerning the potency
of the new regime. Kharga Oasis have explored the impact of Achaemenid rule on two
different places, one ancient even by Egyptian standards, and the other, in certain
respects anyway, brand new. In both cases the impact of the empire, and the experience
of it on the part of individuals and institutions, was not monolithic. Rather, it was varied
and complex, defying generalization. Both the city of Memphis and the Kharga Oasis
were exceptional places in Egypt. As such, their pairing is an instruction in varying
features of Achaemenid presence and impact on the land, its populations, and its
institutions. They also happen to offer the two greatest concentrations of archaeological
material and related evidence that can be securely dated to the 27" Dynasty.
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