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Sheikh Saleh Al-Ja‘far?’s Eschatological Matters of Faith
from an Ash‘ari Perspective
Dr. Salah Hassan Mohammad Ali, Department of Creed
Islamic Faculty of Women, Assuit, Al- and Philosophy,
Azhar University
Dr.oraby@yahoo.com
Abstract

Believing in the Last Day is one of the pillars of faith. Sheikh
Saleh Al-Ja‘fari, the Azharite and Sunni Imam, has followed
the approach of the Sunni scholars whose writings include
the eschatological matters of faith related to the human
period between death and resurrection (called Barzakh), and
matters of resurrection and the Day of Judgment. Such
eschatological matters have also been dealt with in issues of
theology and prophethood. Imam Al-Ja‘fari has included
these eschatological matters in his Friday sermons at Al-
Azhar Mosque, and in his collection of poetry, which deals
with Islamic creed and Shari‘ah, Sufi Sunni approach, ethics,
praise of the Prophet’s household, the Prophet’s companions,
and the pious Muslims, may Allah be pleased with them all.
Thus, we see that the eschatological matters of faith are
mentioned not only in the Imam’s lectures at Al-Azhar
mosque, but also in his poetry, since he is well-versed in
many sciences. The present study points out this aspect of
Islamic creed through tackling most of the creed issues as
seen by one of the notable scholars of Al-Azhar, Imam Al-
Ja‘farl. He is Sufi in approach, Maliki in jurisprudence, and
Ash‘arT in creed; therefore, he does not adopt philosophical
as did the followers of the Battiniyyah interpretation
[Gnostic] school of thought in matters related to the Last Day
and the Day of Judgment. The research paper tackles the
legacy of his Sunni approach to creed. The paper is divided

into an introduction, eleven sections, and a conclusion.
Key words: belief in the unseen — Saleh Al-Ja“*fari — Ash‘ari
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