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Ibn En-Nadhim’s Errors in His Commentary on the
'Alfiyyah

Dr. Taha Ali Mohammad Abdul Razzak, Department of
Islamic Faculty of Women, Assuit, Al- Linguistics,
Azhar University

tahaaii.8719@azhar.edu.eg
Abstract

The present study introduces all 1bn En-Nadhim’s
comments on the 'Alfiyyah (Ibn Malik’s one-thousand-
line poem on Arabic Syntax), which were the target of
the Grammarians’ criticism, being seen as mistakes. It
tackles these opinions and indicates whether the
grammarians were right or mistaken according to
evidence and scientific analysis. The research paper
consists of an introduction, a preface, 11 sections, and a
conclusion. The title of the first section is “Introductions
of Arabic Syntax”; the second section “The Subject and
the Predicate”; the third section “The Copula and its
Class”; the fourth section “The Emphatic Article 'Inna
and its Class”. The title of the fifth section is “‘Na ’ib ul-
Fa il (the receiver of the action in a passive sentence)”;
the sixth section “The Adverb of Time”; the seventh
section “The Adverb of Manner”; and the eighth section
“The Genitive Case”. The title of the ninth section is
“The Grammatical Case of the Past Participle when the
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definite article is prefixed to it”; the tenth section “The
Noun modified with an Adjectival Noun”; the eleventh
section “The Verbs ‘ni‘ma’ and ‘bi’sa’ when used
nominally. The conclusion contains the findings of the
study.

Key words: errors — Ibn En-Nadhim — ’Alfiyyah
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