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Al-Azhar University

Faculty of Islamic and Arabic
Studies for Girls — Kafr al-Sheikh

Department of Principles of Arabic

Abstract

Praise be to Allah, the Lord of the Worlds. Peace and prayers
be upon the master of humanity and the seal of the prophets
and the messengers, Muhammad, peace be upon him.

Knowledge is the light of the intellect, the life of the soul and
the source of man’s happiness. With knowledge, man is able to
survive, be guided, and be able to disperse goodness in all
corner of the world. Indeed, knowledge is the nutrition of the
soul and a way to please Allah and getting close to Him.
Knowledge raises one’s ranks, elevate one’s status and
distinguish among people. Almighty Allah says, “Allah will
raise those who have believed among you and those who were
given knowledge, by degrees. And Allah is Acquainted with
what you do.” (Al-Mujadala: 11)

Almighty Allah privileges scholars above all others and makes
them the people of understanding and perception. Allah
Almighty says, “And these examples We present to the people,
but none will understand them except those of knowledge.”
(Al-‘Ankabut: 43)

Given this unique status of knowledge, researchers paid much
interest to the place of ilm (knowledge) in the Qur’an and its
multiple Qur’anic indications and connotations. The present
study focuses on the study of the semantic meanings of ilm in
the Qurianic context.

The key term “ilm” is one of the most frequently repeated
terms in the Qur’an. It appears, along with its derivatives, 678
times, most of which calls for contemplation and pondering
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over Allah’s signs. Hence, the title of this research paper “The
Semantic Meanings of ilm in the Holy Qur’an in the Light of
the Theory of Context”.

The researcher follows the descriptive analytical approach, as
she traces the occurrences of the different derivatives of lm
through its usages in the Qur’anic contexts and groups them
according to their connotations and meanings, each in an
independent section. After arranging each occurrence in its
relevant section, she elaborately explains the context and its
relation to the literal meaning of the term, stressing the impact
of the context in realizing the desired semantic meanings. To
do this, the researcher utilizes what has been mentioned in
books of Arabic language, Tafsir, Rhetoric, Grammar and
some texts of modern linguistics.

The research is divided into a preface, introduction and three
parts. The preface introduces the significance of the topic, the
reasons of its selection, and the approach used in the research.
The introduction deals with the definition of knowledge, the
different methods of knowledge acquisition and the different
degrees of knowledge. Part one focuses on the vocal context
and its impact in defining the semantic indication of film.
Scholars underline the value of the sound as being an
influential vocal unit in defining the meaning of the word. The
sound, along with other elements, carries the essence of the
meaning. If it changes or be replaced, it affects the meaning.
This part is divided into three sections. Section one explains
the “consonant sound” and its impact on identifying the
semantic meaning of ilm. Section two examines the “vocalized
sound” (i.e. sound that has vowels) and its influence on
meaning production. It should be noted that vowels play an
evident role in the diversification of the semantic connotations
and meanings of ilm in the Quran, as vowels changes the
derivative forms of the term root . J ¢. Section three explains

the vocal syllable and its impact on the semantic meaning of
r.ol
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ilm, as different vocal syllables are used in the Qur’an, each
has its own significant indications.

When contemplating the syllable patterns of ilm drivatives in
the Quran, we notice that it evolves around the following
patterns: consonant+vowel, consonant+vowel+consonant, and
consonant+vowel+vowel. The first pattern is the most repeated
one among them. It can occur up to four time in one derivative
form. This indicates the i/m’s accumulative epistemological
dimension, its frequencies and its continuity. As for the second
pattern, it occurs at least one time in all ilm derivative forms.
This informs us that the chest is the habitat where ilm dwells.
It is described as such because the chest embraces the ilm. This
embracing will make 1lm feel settled and comforted. The third
pattern is not used as much as the other two patterns. It
indicates that 1lm is a sign of the high status of its holders.

Part Two studies the morphological context and its impact in
identifying the semantic indication of film. Context, both
internal and external, has a vital role in identifying the intended
meaning of word-form. For example, the hamza in af al refers
to multiple meanings, inter alia making, process, coincidence,
indirect referencing, etc. The double letter in fa“al denotes
exaggerations and multiplications. This part also discusses the
different forms of the verbs, whether root or derivative forms,
and their impact on identifying the different connotations of
ilm. Also it examines noun forms which render the meanings
more powerful. This part demonstrates how these noun forms
may have an impact on the definition of ilm.

Part Three studies the grammatical context and its impact in
defining the different indications of ilm in the Qur’an. This
part analyzes the different definitions of articles, since they
contributed tremendously to the process of identifying the
different meanings of film in the Qurian. This part also
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investigates the structural grammatical units and their impact in
identifying the meanings and connotations of ilm.

The research ends with a conclusion that furnishes the most
significant results. Some of these conclusions are as follows:

- The different meanings and connotation of ilm correspond
to what scholars of wujuh and nazair stated. These
connotations are “the Greatest name of Allah, inspiration,
clarification, distinction, memorization, vision, a sign of the
last hour, against ignorance and understanding.”

- New meanings have been revealed through the Quranic
context and were not mentioned by scholar of wujuh and
naza ir. These meanings are “permissibility, comprehending,
evidence and proof, listening, the science of war politics,
speculation, intellect, grace, insight and contemplation, the
Holy Qur’an, rewarding, knowledge, the known, the belivers
in the oneness of God, revelation and certainty.”

-The research highlighted some indicative differences
between the knowledge of Allah (the divine film) and the
knowledge of man (human ilm).

- The research argues that there are different approaches to
gain knowledge. These approaches were stated in the Qur’an
and were commonly referred to through using the term ilm.
Some of these approaches are senses, intellect, revelation
and inspiration.

r.ow
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