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Civilization Values Corpus in the Prophet’s
Biography: Tolerance with the People of Book

Alban Ben Mahfouz Al-Idrisi

Specialization: Islamic History (Sadr al-Islam) Faculty of
Arts and Humanities Qasimiyah University

Abstract:

In fact, Sira — Prophet’s Biography — is a practical
explanation and application of Islam since it embodies the
Prophet’s sayings, deeds and approvals. Throughout the
nation’s history, with its ups and downs, some Quranic
verses and Prophetic tradition were explained based on
the expounder’s own situation with all of its bearings,
positive or negative. Accordingly, such explanation
varied. As such, we direly need to consult the Prophet’s
Biography, study it, follow its model and deeply
understand the Prophet’s behavior in general, and towards
the People of the Book in particular; especially as the
Prophet’s behavior was highly considerate, respectful and
gentle. Therefore, this study has been developed featuring
an introduction, three subsections and a conclusion.

The introduction addresses the concepts of the title,
including tolerance, its controls, the difference between
tolerance and concession or waiver, in addition toa
definition of the People of the Book.

The first subsection elaborates on the aspects of tolerance
towards the People of the Book, such as allowing them to
practice their rituals and resorting to their own law for
arbitration and offering their judgements and rulings.

The second subsection deals with social relation,
including marriage, eating their food and serving food in
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their utensils, visiting, seeing their sick, accepting their
gifts, asking Allah to guide them, forgiving their assaults
on him (PBUH) and transacting with them.

The third subsection addresses political relations with
them, how the Prophet opted for dialogue instead of
conflict as it denotes helplessness even if outwardly
implies power such as: (If you choose god other than me,
| will certainly put you among prisoners) and (Burn him,
and [thereby] succor your gods). Allah also says: (Those
to whom We gave the Book know him (Prophet
Muhammad) as they know their own sons. But a party of
them conceal the truth while they know) Only the
helpless adopt this approach. But had full power with
arguments and evidence. He (PBUH) open dialogue with
the chiefs of Jews, their rabbi and scholars. He even
visited their synagogues. On the other hand, he
discoursed with Christians, either directly like the
delegation of Najran, or through messages sent to their
kings and leader. In addition, he (PBUH) concluded
peace treaties with them.

In that way, this paper detailed the Prophet’s religious,
political and social dealings with the people of the Book.
The paper is concluded by the concepts handled in the
research and discussion. May Allah Grant us all His
Success!

Keywords: Cultural Values - Prophetic Biography -
Tolerance - People of the Book.
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