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The Effect of Mental Maps in Developing some Scientific Concepts
of the Kindergarten Children

Dr. Dhuha Adil Mahmood

Abstract:

The problem of the decline of the level of the scientific concepts requires
searching for effective teaching methods based on the use of mental maps,
and use the maximum mental potentials of the kindergartens children. This
study draws on the interaction between modern technology and learning
principles derived from learning theories to solve this problem. The study
used one of the advanced applications of the computer, it is the electronic
mental maps program, which is based on educational images. The objective
of the research is to know:The effect of mental maps in developing some
scientific concepts of the kindergarten children. The research was applied to
the governmental kindergarten children in the city of Baghdad for the six
directorates of education (Karkh and Rusafa) and from both genders (males
- females) age (4) and (5) for the kindergarten class and introductory for the
school year (2014-2015). The sample of the study reached (30) boys and
girls. The validity and reliabity of the scale were extracted and by using
some statistical methods. The results showed that the use of mental maps
have a great effect in developing the scientific concepts for kindergarten
children and that what Bozan 1996 confirmed in his theory that the mental
maps contribute in learning in a better way than traditional methods, and in
light these results, the researcher put some appropriate recommendations
and suggestions.
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