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ABSTRACT

Sustainable planning of the national parks as a tool for the development of eco-tourism through
development and planning of Raghadan Park at Al-Baha, Saudi Arabia)

Planning and developing of national parks in Saudi Arabia is currently an important subject on the agenda
of the successive governments. The issue is how to design and coordinate sustainable natural parks in the
Kingdom, so as to be harmonious and balanced with the local climate and the prevailing environment. In
addition, it must require the optimum resources. Therefore, the design must be cost-effective, visually
entertaining, friendly with the environment, and is easy to maintain. As a part of the concept of a
sustainable development, great attention must be paid to the preservation of pure clear air, water and soil,
in addition to manure and Grass life cycles. The paper also reviews the state strategies in dealing with
these green sites exploited and developed for the purpose of internal eco-tourism. It was necessary to visit
a number of national parks in different areas in the Kingdom to identify the elements and facilities of
construction together with their environmental components. Al-Baha National Park was studied in some
details as an outstanding example of this type of national parks with its environmental components and
constructional elements. The paper concluded with some effective recommendations, concerning
development and evaluation of Al Baha National Park in particular as well as other parks in general.
Sustainable management and maintenance in order to attain ecological balance and reducing pollution
plays a vital role in eco-tourism development.

KEYWORDS: Sustainable planning, Ecological harmonious, preservation of resources, National
Parks, Ecotourism.
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