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ABSTRACT
The paper is discussing the informal settlements’ classifications and trying to develop a matrix
that redefines the informal settlements with more details taking into account their dynamic structural
behavior , the paper review the time- space aspects of informal settlements chronologically and then
conclude ten patterns , arranged them in multidimensional matrix, finally tested this matrix with nine case
studies reaching the final conclusion that we need to develop our understanding of the phenomena of
informal settlements as a dynamic system instead of static one.
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