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ABASTRACT

Design processes in rough desert areas (especially version sites which have unique nature)
requires some important design considerations through the concept of desert tourism
environmental (Eco - Desert Tourism). In accordance with the International Union for the
Conservation of Nature (IUCN) could define the environmental tourism as: Tourism and
Travel directed toward natural areas that conserves the environment and improves the well-
being of local people in order to enjoy the natural environment and thus appreciation of
environmental areas. It is also to enjoy the features of the current or old cultural
characteristics which require the preservation and protection. Eco-desert tourism is one of the
sub-components in the field of sustainable tourism. It is one of the forms of simple
sustainability adopted on the natural environment which include elements and other tourist
associated with desert tourism and touristic cultural heritage.

The aim of the paper is directed to identify the most important indicators and design criteria
for design and management and operation for environmental tourism projects in the desert
areas in sites which have natural heritage, cultural environmental and social signature.
Developing these areas requires a sustainable manner and makes them a tourist attraction to
ensure clean environment for the longest possible periods. The main objective of this paper is
providing design criteria and indicators to supply investors and operators a simple Manual to
be applied before the operation of their projects to increase the quality of sustainable tourism
product. Paper methodology depends on practical experience of the researcher through
participating in a field study for the preparation of touristic development plan of Al-Ola
region located in 400 km in the north of Medina menoura at KSA. This region has a special
desert natural and historic culture. It was one of the most important pilot projects in the
touristic development plan of Al-Ola region as Al-Heger desert Park. This project was done
by the concept of sustainable tourism development to identify the most important indicators
and design criteria as guidelines for the design process of the project as well as the operational
management. A manual of guidelines for the design criteria and indicators is concluded
at the end of paper. This manual serves as main guide for investors, developers and
operators. It have main seven corridors which include 47 elements of indicators (guidelines)
for planning, design, development, and operation of ECO-Desert Touristic sites.
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