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The reality of violations of the rights of domestic

workers in the Egyptian society: Sociological View
Hanan Amin Ismael
Al-Azhar University, Faculty of Humanities Studies,
Sociology Department, Tafahna Alashraf, A.R.E.
E-Mail: hananamin71@hotmail.com
Abstract:
Every study to violation of human rights still needs
another one, may be more important about the general
societal context, global and local, that involve any human
being in unequal work relationship, in violation to his
human rights in freedom and equal. The clearest case of
this relation represents in the house workers; especially
women. This study aims to identify the situation of
domestic workers in Egypt, identify some violations that
they may be exposed to, as well as the reasons behind
these violations, and the extent to which human rights
associations contribute to addressing them, and verify the
position of the law on the situation of house workers in
Egypt, and then put forward proposals in order to address
the violations they may be exposed to. The study relied on
the analytical description method to study the actual
reality of the problem, and to investigate its causes and
present ways to address it, based on the semi-structured
interview on a sample of house workers, in addition to a
sample of officials of some human rights associations and
non-governmental organizations for field application who
worked directly on the violations of the rights of house
workers in Egypt.
The most important results are: There is lack of official
estimates or statistics can be used to know the size of
domestic labor in Egypt. Many domestic workers are
subjected to varying types of material and moral abuse.
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Poverty and poor economic and social conditions are the
main reason behind the involvement of groups of women
in domestic service. Excluding domestic workers from the
labor law, and the absence of a social and health umbrella
and legal protection for them. The results of the
interviews indicated the need to join the efforts of the
state and civil society organizations in order to address the
violations that may be experienced by domestic workers,
and the need to legalize their status in the Egyptian law.
Keywords: House workers, Violations, Human rights,
Labor law, NGOs
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