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The Human Tragedy As Reflected by the Novel A
Tale of Love and Darkness' Written by Amos Oz and
the Novel ""While the World Sleeps™ Written by Susan

Abulhawa (A Comparative Study)

Wedad Abdul Fattah Ali Khalifa

Department of Hebrew Language and Literature, Faculty
of Human Studies, Al - Azhar University, Cairo, Egypt

dr.wedadkhalifa.56@azhar.edu.eg
Abstract:

This study focuses on the problem of human tragedy
(tragedy), caused by the Arab Israeli Conflict, by
conducting a comparative study of two novels; "A Tale of
Love and Darkness" by the Israeli writer Amos Oz and
"While the World Sleeps" by the Palestinian writer Susan
Abulhawa. The study sheds light on the role of tragedy in
the literary texts of the two novels, subject of this study,
and decides whether each of the two novels fulfills the
conditions of the human novel. In addition, the study
reflects the real living of the Arab and Israeli societies as
illustrated by the two novelists. The two novelists
presented a solution for this conflict, a solution based on
human dimensions. The study then reviews the political
Issues in the two novels, and verifies whether these issues
are related to the personal experiences of the two
novelists. Finally, the study decides which of the two
novels is based on the logic and has a human essence that
can find its way to the world conscience. The study
depends on the following: -Defining tragedy in the
Hebrew and Arab Literatures.-Studying the human
tragedy in the two novels mentioned above Conducting a
comparative study on the problem of human tragedy in the
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two novels, and explaining how the two novelists
presented their views .

Results of Study - Conflict. Oz's view doesn't reflect the
true concept of human tragedy, as he reflects only the
tragedy of his own people. So, his novel doesn't fulfill the
conditions of human novel because it doesn't go beyond
the narrow national borderlines. However, Susan
Abulhawa manages to present a true human tragedy that
can get into the depths of human conscience and achieve
the artistic truth which is the most important condition of
human novel.

Keywords: Tragedy, Humanity, Zionism, Autobiography,
Comparative Study
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