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Fortifications of The City of Dara in The Sixth
Century AD., Through Historical Sources and
Archaeological Evidence.

Wafaa Mokhtar Ghazaly Ali

Department of History, Faculty of Humanistic Studies, Al
Azhar University, Cairo, Egypt.

E- mail : wafaaghazaly.56@azhar.edu.eq

Abstract :

Roman Emperors fortified The City of Dara in The Sixth
Century AD., which located on the Eastern border
between the Roman and the Persians,the Fortifications
have been made in two Stages,First in the reign of the
Emperor Anastasius1(491-518),The Second in the reign
of the Emperor Justinian (527-565). The Fortifications
process has gone through several steps,beginning of City
planning by Roman Engineers Until completion

of the work,The Historical Sources provide us
information about the Fortifications of the City of
Dara,that supported by recent archaeological discoveries,
which conducted on the archaeological remains of the
City,will be illustrated by this study that the City of Dara
included all the necessary ingredients for fortresses and
military  cities,walls,towers,  castles,trenches,cisterns
,bathrooms,churches ,as well as Puplic buildings,until it
became a model for planning militaty cities,and represent
the military architecture of that era .

Key Words : City of Dara, Anastasioupolis,Persian and
Romans, Eastern Roman Border ,Sixth Century
AD.,Anastasius1,Justinian Building.
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(1) The Chronicle of Joshua The Stylite,trans.Wright W.,
Cambridge University Press,1882,p.7.

Theophanes, The Chronicle of Theophanes Confessor Byzantine
and Eastern History,A.D.284-831,Trans. Cyril Mango and R.
Scott,Oxford,1997,pp.83-84.also;Cameron,A.,Agathias on The
Sassanians,”Dumbarton Oaks Papers”,Vol.23,1969,p.125.
Andrew L., The Eastern Empire in The Sixth Century, The New
Cambridge Medieval History,vol.1,ed. Fouracre P.,Cambridge
University Press,2005,p.96.,Dignas B.,and Winter E.,Rome and
Persia in Late Antiquity,Cambridge University Press,2007,p.34,
Tosun M.,Dara ( Anastasiopolis lustiniana Nova) Amisos,vol.3
,Issue 5,December,2018,p.459, Fiona K.N.,The Reign of
Anastasius,Ph.D.,St. Hilda,s College,Oxford,1998,p.102,Elton
Ch.,History of The Roman Emperors,London,1825,pp.215-216.
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(1) Zachariah of Mitylene, The Syriac Chronicle, Translated into
English Brooks E. ,London,1899,Book VII,Ch.VI,p.164,
Prokopius,Wars of Justinian, Trans.Dewing
H.B.,Cambridge,2014,Book1,Ch.7-9,pp.15-22,
Theophanes, The Chronicle of Theophanes ,pp.223-225,
also;Dignas,Rome and Persia in Late Antiquity, p.37,Croke B.
& Crow J., Procopius and Dara: The Journal of Roman
Studies,vol.73,1983,p. 148,Fiona, The Reign of Anastasius
,p.102, Susan ,Asceticism and Society in Crisis John of
Ephesus, and the Lives of the Eastern Saints,pp.59-61.
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Susan H.Asceticism and Society in Crisis John of Ephesus and
the Lives of the Eastern Saints, University of California
Press,Oxford,1990,p.57.

(2) Zachariah of Mitylene,The Syriac Chronicle Book
VI1,Ch.V1,pp.164-165, Prokopius,Wars of Justinian,
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Book1,Ch.7-9,pp.15-22, Theophanes, The Chronicle of
Theophanes ,p.228,also; Gibbon E.,History of The Decline and
Fall of The Roman Empire,volumes 1-6,eBook Mall,2001,
p.1619, Andrew, The Eastern Empire in The Sixth Century,The
New Cambridge Medieval History,vol.1 ,p.96.

, Dignas , Rome and Persia in Late Antiquity,p.37, Croke &
Crow, Procopius and Dara,p.149.
Keser E.-Kayaalp,&N.E.,Research on Dara Anastasiopolis, in
“ New Cities in Antiquity Documents and Archaeology “ ed.
Rizos E., Turnhout,Belgium,2012,p.153, Susan ,Asceticism and
Society in Crisis John of Ephesus, and the Lives of the Eastern
Saints,pp.59-61.
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(1) Prokopius,Wars of Justinian, ,Book1,Ch.10,p.23, The The
Chronicle of Marcellinus, Translated and Commentary Croke
& Crow C.,Sydney, 1995 ,p.40.
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Christopher L., Matin, Procopius on The Struggle for Dara in

530 and Rome in 537-38,Reconciling Texts and Landscapes in

“ War and Warfere in Late Antiquity “ ed. Sarantis
A.,Boston,2013,p.603-604.
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(2) Procopius, The Buildings of Justinian, Trans. Stewart
A.,M.A.,London,1888,Book II,Ch.I,pp40- 41, Andrew, The
Eastern Empire in The Sixth Century, The New Cambridge
Medieval History,vol.1,p.96,Christopher,Procopius on The
Struggle for Dara in 530 ,p.602.
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Shahid Irfan.,Byzantium and The Arabs in The Sixth
Century,vol.1,part 1,Washington,1995,pp.1-17.

(1) Christopher, Procopius on The Struggle for Dara in 530,
p.602,Shahid,Byzantium and The Arabs in The Sixth
Century,vol.1,part 1, p.17.

(2) Zachariah of Mitylene, The Syriac Chronicle ,Book
VI1,Ch.V1,p.165,also; Croke & Crow, Procopius and
Dara,p.150, Tosun, Dara ( Anastasiopolis lustiniana Nova)
p.460, Fiona, The Reign of Anastasius ,p.103.
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(1) The Chronicle of Zugnin,partslil,and I1V,A.D.488-
775, Translated from Syriac by
A.Harrak, Toronto,Canda,1999,p.42,also;Geoffrey G.,and
Samuel M., The Roman Eastern Frontier and Persian Wars,part
I1,London and New York,2002,p.74, Christopher L.,Procopius
on The Struggle for Dara in 530,p.601.

(2) Zachariah of Mitylene, The Syriac Chronicle ,Book
VII,Ch.VI1,p.165,als0; Geoffrey,The Roman Eastern Frontier
and Persian Wars,part 11, pp.74-76.

(3) Zachariah of Mitylene, The Syriac Chronicle ,Book
VII1,Ch.V1,p.165,The Chronicle of Marcellinus, p.40.
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(1) Zachariah of Mitylene, The Syriac Chronicle ,Book
VI1,Ch.VI1,pp.165-166, Fiona, The Reign of Anastasius ,p.103.

(2) Zachariah of Mitylene, The Syriac Chronicle ,Book
VII,Ch.V1,pp.165-167, The Chronicle of Marcellinus , p.40.
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(1) Zachariah of Mitylene, The Syriac Chronicle ,Book
VII,Ch.V1,p.166.
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(3)Zachariah of Mitylene, The Syriac Chronicle ,Book
VII,Ch.VI1,pp.165-167.

(4) Prokopius,Wars of Justinian, Book1,Ch.11,pp.5-6,
Procopius, The Buildings of Justinian Bookll,Ch.l, p.41,also;
Geoffrey, The Roman Eastern Frontier and Persian Wars,part
I1,p.42, Dignas , Rome and Persia in Late Antiquity,p.37.
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(1) Bury J., Ahistory of The Later Roman Empire,From Arcadius
to Irene ,vol.1,London,1889,p.309 James A.,Evans,The
Emperor Justinian and The Byzantine Empire ,London,2005,12.
Dignas,Rome and Persia in Late Antiquity,pp.36-37.
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The Chronicle of Joshua The Stylite, pp.8-9,Zachariah of
Mitylene, The Syriac Chronicle ,Book VII,Ch.I11,pp.151-155.
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Prokopius,Wars of Justinian, Book1,Ch.111,1Vpp.6-10,
Also;Cameron, Agathias on The Sassanians,pp.128-129.
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(1) Procopius, The Buildings of Justinian, Bookll,Ch.1, p.41,
Prokopius,Wars of Justinian, Book1,Ch. 10,p.23,also; James
A., Evans, The Emperor Justinian and The Byzantine Empire
,London,2005,12.

(2) Prokopius,Wars of Justinian, Book1,Ch.10,pp.23-24,also; Bury,
Ahistory of The Later Roman Empire, vol.1,London,
1889,p.309.
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Cameron,Agathias on The Sassanians,p.129

(1) Zachariah of Mitylene, The Syriac Chronicle ,Book
VII1,Ch.VI,pp.165-167.

(2) Zachariah of Mitylene, The Syriac Chronicle ,Book
VI1,Ch.V1,p.166, The Chronicle of Joshua The Stylite
,p.70,also; Croke & Crow, Procopius and Dara,p.150,
Fiona,The Reign of  Anastasius ,p.103.
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(1) Brooks,M.,A., The Eastern Provinces from Arcadius to
Anastasius, The Cambridge Medieval
History,Vol.1.Cambridge,1911,p.483.

O ¢ egnalinlil ) Galaidacd e Lodail) Algall ¢ Uae a2 8au)

O Adi)al) é):l)aj\ ¢ Oy i cilie ¢ YYV=YY . L VAVY Vo t_e")’d\ <al)
Lnanl) (o) i) ) D) al )l ) e aiill el gyl
SV viaaca Yert Al clulall 4 yead)

(2) Gibbon E.,History of The Decline and Fall of The Roman
Empire,volumes 1-6, p.1619
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(1) The Chronicle of Marcellinus , p.40,also; Croke & Crow,
Procopius and Dara,p.156.

(2) Zachariah of Mitylene, The Syriac Chronicle ,Book
VII,Ch.VI,pp.166-167, The Chronicle of John Malalas ,Trans.
Elizapeth J.,& Roger S., Mellourne,1986, p.224,
Theophanes, The Chronicle of Theophanes ,p.231,also; Croke
& Crow, Procopius and Dara,p.150, Keser, Research on Dara
Anastasiopolis, “ New Cities in Antiquity Documents and
Archaeology “, p.155, Fiona, The Reign of Anastasius ,p.103.

(3) Zachariah of Mitylene, The Syriac Chronicle ,Book
VII,Ch.V1,pp.167,also; Keser,Research on Dara
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Anastasiopolis, New Cities in Antiquity Documents and
Archaeology” p.156.
(1) Theodore Lector , Theodoros Anagnostes, Kirchengeschichte,
ed. G.C. Hansen, Berlin, 1971,558. Geoffrey, The Roman Eastern
Frontier and Persian Wars,part 11,p.76, Keser, Research on Dara
Anastasiopolis, “ New Cities in Antiquity Documents and
Archaeology ““, p.156.
(2) Zachariah of Mitylene, The Syriac Chronicle ,Book
VII,Ch.VI1,pp.167. Also; Tosun, Dara
( Anastasiopolis lustiniana Nova) p.465, Fiona, The Reign of
Anastasius ,p.104.
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(1) Zachariah of Mitylene, The Syriac Chronicle ,Book
VII1,Ch.V1,pp.167, Prokopius,Wars of Justinian,
Book1,Ch.10,pp.23-24,Chronicle of John Malalas ,p.115
, Theophanes, The Chronicle of Theophanes ,p.231, Also; Croke
& Crow, Procopius and Dara,p.150, Ainsworth W.,A visit to
Dara,”The Antiquary” : Amagazine devoted to The Study of
The Past, vol. XVII, London, 1888,p.235, The Eastern Empire
in The Sixth Century, The New Cambridge Medieval
History,vol.1 ,p.96.
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The Chronicle of Marcellinus,C.518, p.40
(2)Tosun,Dara (Anastasiopolis lustiniana Nova) p.461, Fiona,The
Reign of Anastasius ,pp.103-104.
(3) Keser,Research on Dara Anastasiopolis, “ New Cities in
Antiquity Documents and

Archaeology, p.154, Geoffrey, The Roman Eastern Frontier
and Persian Wars,part 11,p.77.
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(1) Ainsworth, A visit to Dara, “The Antiquary”, vol. XVII, p.235.
Jones A., The Cities of The Eastern Roman
Provinces,Oxford,1971,p.222.

(2) Gibbon, History of The Decline and Fall of The Roman Empire
, p.1619.
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Procopius, The Buildings of Justinian,Preface, l11,1V.
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(1) Procopius,The Buildings of Justinian,Book 11,Ch.1,p.43.
(2) Procopius,The Buildings of Justinian,Preface,lll,IV, Croke &
Crow, Procopius and Dara, pp.150-151.
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Procopius, The Secret History, Trans. Williamson

G.A.,London,1966,p.104.0man Ch.,The Byzantine
Empire,New York,1902,p.64.
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(2) Procopius, The Buildings of Justinian,Book 11,Ch.1,p.41.
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(1) Mahon L., The Life of Belisarius,London,1829,pp.33-34,Croke
& Crow, Procopius and Dara,pp.157, Oman,The Byzantine
Empire,New York,1902,p.64.
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(1) Keser, Research on Dara Anastasiopolis, “ New Cities in
Antiquity Documents and Archaeology “, p.154.

(2) Procopius,The Buildings of Justinian,Note p.43.

(3) Procopius, The Buildings of Justinian,Note p.43.

(4) Procopius,The Buildings of Justinian,Book 11,Ch.1,pp.43-
44 also; Gibbon,History of The Decline and Fall of The Roman
Empire ,p.1619, Croke & Crow, Procopius and Dara,p. 152.
Tosun,Dara (Anastasiopolis lustiniana Nova) p.465.
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(1) Procopius, The Buildings of Justinian,Book I1,Ch.1,p.44,also;
Croke & Crow, Procopius and Dara,p.152, Tosun,Dara
(Anastasiopolis lustiniana Nova) pp.465-466.

,also; Croke & Crow, Procopius and Dara,p.154.

(2) Procopius, The Buildings of Justinian,Book I1,Ch.1,p. 44,also;
Gibbon,History of The Decline and Fall of The Roman Empire
,p.1619, Croke & Crow, Procopius and Dara,p. 152.
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(1) Procopius,The Buildings of Justinian,Book I1,Ch.1,pp. 44-
45,also; Croke & Crow, Procopius and Dara,p. 152.

(2) Procopius, The Buildings of Justinian,Book 11,Ch.1,p.45,
Prokopius,Wars of Justinian, Book 8,Ch.7,pp.475-476, The
Chronicle of Marcellinus, p.40,also; Croke & Crow, Procopius
and Dara,p.149.
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(1) Procopius, The Buildings of Justinian,Book I1,Ch.I1,pp.45-
46,also; Ainsworth, A visit to Dara, “The Antiquary”, vol. XVII
,p.235.

(2) Keser ,Research on Dara Anastasiopolis, in “ New Cities in
Antiquity Documents and Archaeology “ p.160.

(3) Procopius,The Buildings of Justinian,Book I1,Ch.11,p.47 ,also;
Croke & Crow, Procopius and Dara,p.157.
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(1) Procopius The Buildings of Justinian,Book I1,Ch.I1,pp.46-
47 ,also; Croke & Crow, Procopius and Dara,p.157.

(2) Procopius, The Buildings of Justinian,Book I1,Ch.I1,p.47. Keser
,Research on Dara Anastasiopolis, in “ New Cities in Antiquity
Documents and Archaeology ““ p.160
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(1) Procopius, The Buildings of Justinian,Book I1,Ch.111,p.48.
(2) Procopius, The Buildings of Justinian,Book I1,Ch.111,pp.48-49.
(3) Procopius, The Buildings of Justinian,Book 11,Ch.I11,p. 49.
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(1) Procopius, The Buildings of Justinian,Book 11,Ch.I1,p.45,Book
I1,Ch.111,pp.49-50.

(2) Procopius, The Buildings of Justinian,Book I1,Ch.11l,p. 50.
,also; Croke & Crow, Procopius and Dara,pp.154-157.

(3) Procopius, The Buildings of Justinian,Book 11,Ch.I1,p.47.
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(1) Procopius, The Buildings of Justinian,Book I11,Ch.111,p. 51,also;
Croke & Crow, Procopius and Dara,pp.150-151. Keser,
Research on Dara Anastasiopolis, “ New Cities in Antiquity
Documents and Archaeology “, pp.156-157.

(2) Procopius, The Buildings of Justinian,Book 11,Ch.IV,pp. 51-52.

(3) Procopius, The Buildings of Justinian,Book 11,Ch.IV,p. 53.

)



a jil)l salgiillg dyi g ylill jsbaall JIJA (o essaall ushall ¢ jall eaal jls diase cilipan

Oand JaS) @l ¢ dlagyll agaall Joha e Lkl cileal
0 bl daa

Lo be a2 Cading ¢ Lgo dagidl Hsall hyla dae ol

1o L)l ClelrieW) day o8 A e (e T ey

e Al GusansSp €05 ) Gugralinll age o lgiians

Ooslal B3k Glag )l c DIa Jlsad cont cliaa ) @ljladl)

g aal Cydiadg Bl o lag )l Lgad Ladla ¢ apdll G

(1) Procopius, The Buildings of Justinian,Book I1,Ch.IV,pp. 53-54.

(2)Theophanes, The Chronicle of Theophanes ,pp.365-366,also;
Ainsworth, A visit to Dara, “The Antiquary”, vol. XVII ,p.235.
Croke & Crow, Procopius and Dara,p.150.
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Christopher, Procopius on The Struggle for Dara in 530 , p.603
ff, Dignas,Rome and Persia in Late Antiquity, p.41, Nicholson
Oliver,Two Notes on Dara,” American Journal of Archaeology”
,V0l.89,N0.4,0ct.1985.pp.667-671, Croke & Crow, Procopius and
Dara,p.150.
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(1) Wars of Justinian, Book1,Ch.13-18,pp.29-38,also;Ainsworth, A
visit to Dara, “The Antiquary”, vol. XVII ,p.235, Croke &
Crow, Procopius and Dara,p.150.

(2) Procopius, The Buildings of Justinian,Book I11,Ch.Il,p. 48,
Prokopius,Wars of Justinian, Book 8,Ch.7,pp.475-476,also;
Croke & Crow, Procopius and Dara,p.150. Keser, Research on
Dara Anastasiopolis, “ New Cities in Antiquity Documents and
Archaeology “ ,p.154, Tosun,Dara (Anastasiopolis lustiniana
Nova) p.466.

(3) Prokopius,Wars of Justinian,Book 1,pp.121-122, Tosun,Dara
(Anastasiopolis lustiniana Nova) p.466.
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(1) Croke & Crow Croke,Crow James,Procopius and Dara,”The
Journal of Roman Studies” vol.73,pp.143-159. Nicholson
Oliver,Two Notes on Dara,” American Journal
Archaeology”of,VV0l.89,N0.4,0ct.1985.pp.663-671. Amagazine
devoted to The Study of The Past, vol. XVII ,p.235 ff.
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(1) Tosun, Dara ( Anastasiopolis lustiniana Nova) pp.463-464.
Keser ,Research on Dara Anastasiopolis, “ New Cities in
Antiquity Documents and Archaeology “ p.154.
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(2) Tosun, Dara ( Anastasiopolis lustiniana Nova) pp.463-464.

t okl Leasling Jaadills duiluall Zulyall s3a oo (V)
Croke B. & Crow J.,Procopius and Dara,”The Journal of Roman
Studies” vol.73,pp.143-159. Nicholson Oliver, Two Notes on
Dara,” American Journal
Archaeology”,VVol.89,N0.4,0ct.1985.pp.663-671. Amagazine
devoted to The Study of The Past, vol. XVII ,p.235 ff.
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(1) Keser ,Research on Dara Anastasiopolis, in “ New Cities in
Antiquity Documents and Archaeology ““ p.155.
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(1) Keser ,Research on Dara Anastasiopolis, in “ New Cities in
Antiquity Documents and Archaeology ““ p.155.

(2) Keser ,Research on Dara Anastasiopolis, in “ New Cities in
Antiquity Documents and Archaeology ““ pp.156-158.
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(1) Croke & Crow, Procopius and Dara,pp.143-159.
(2) Keser ,Research on Dara Anastasiopolis, in “ New Cities in
Antiquity Documents and Archaeology “ p.175.
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(1) Keser ,Research on Dara Anastasiopolis, in “ New Cities in
Antiquity Documents and Archaeology “ p..175.

(2) Nicholson,Two Notes on Dara,” American Journal of
Archaeology”,pp.663-665.
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(1) Nicholson,Two Notes on Dara,” American Journal of
Archaeology”,pp.663-665.

(2) Nicholson,Two Notes on Dara,” American Journal of
Archaeology”,pp.663-667.
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(1) Nicholson, Two Notes on Dara,” American Journal of
Archaeology”,pp.663-667.
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