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Problems of Borders: "Alsace, Lorraine and The
Saar (1871 - 1919)

Ahmed Abd Elgader Muhammad

Department of History, Faculty of Arts, Minia University, Minia,
Egypt
Email: ahmed.abdelkaderl@ Minia.edu.eg

Abstract:

The continent of Europe is considered at the forefront of the
world's continents marked by many disputes over border areas,
especially since the nineteenth century. It was the most
important Franco-German dispute over the " Alsace, Lorraine
and the Saar" Between 1871 and 1919, since the Frankfurt
Treaty of 1871 which forced under which France after its
defeat in the Septuagint war to cede Alsace and Lorraine in
favor of Germany, in addition to the survival of The territory
of the Saar under German sovereignty, until France returned to
Impose its sovereignty again on those areas under the Treaty of
Versailles 1919 after the defeat of Germany in the First World
War. The importance of research to back it addresses a topic of
vital topics in the modern history of Europe. It had a major
role in the threat to the stability of the European continent and
the world in the late nineteenth century and early twentieth
century. The aims of the research is to clarify the role of
border problems in the emergence of French-German conflict
Frankfurt Treaty since 1871 and until 1919 the Treaty of
Versailles, which led to the existence of one of the most
important and the most difficult problems of permanent
international relations in the late nineteenth century and early
twentieth century.

key words: Problems of Borders - Alsace - Lorraine - The
Saar.
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ALSACE-LORRAINE.

ALSACE-LORRAINE supplies: a good example of the sort. of difficulty that i
attends the simple application of the “ Principle of Nationality."”

These provinces, as everyone knows, were once part of the loosely organised
medizeval Empire; and though they were willingly, evenly enthusiastically, attached to
France for a hundred years before the catastrophe of 1871, a considerable section of
their population have always spoken German as their mother tongue. After 1871,
many emigrated rather than become German subjects; their places have no doubt
been largely taken by Germans, and the additional labour required to meet the
immense mining and industrial development of recent years has not been drawn from
French sources.

It seems doubtful, therefore, whether “Self-determination.” in the shape of a ]
plebiscite would give a clear majority for re-union with France ; the appeal to history ]
can be made, and is made, by both parties ; no argument can be founded on race, and f
the argument from language is double-edged. * i

In these circumstances how do we justify our resolve to restore, in their integrity, e |
these districts to the French Republic ? Only, I suppose, on the grounds that the ]
arrangement of 1871 constituted a violent interruption of a beneficent process of
development, that it was made avowedly in the interests of militarism, and had no i
reference whatever to the wishes or traditions of the population concerned. In such §
circumstances it is not only legitimate but necessary to restore continuity with a still
living past, and thus re-knit the severed threads of history. We have to remember
that the voters, in a given plebiscite, are not infallible judges of the essential spirit of
a people, or the character of their enduring ideals. Some good judges tell me that I
am wrong to doubt the results of plebiscite—that if a brief period (say, six months)
were given before a vote was taken, so that the ancient dwellers in those Provinces
could return—the verdict of the voters would be overwhelmmgly French. This may
be so. But I would not risk it.

A J. B.

October 18, 1918.

C. A. B.: 24/70/60, Memorandum, Alsace-Lorraine., by A. J.
Balfour, 18 October 1918.
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Protokoll zum "Frankfurter Friedensvertrag" vom 10. Mai 1871.

Vom 10. Mai 1871.

Geschehen zu Frankfurt a. M.,
den 10. Mai 1871.

Die Unterzeichneten, nachdem sie die Vorlesung des endgdltigen Friedens-Vertrages angehdrt haben, finden
denselben in Uebereinstimmung mit dem, was zwischen ihnen verabredet worden ist.

In Folge dessen haben sie denselben mit ihren Unterschriften versehen.

Die drei Zusatzartikel sind besonders unterzeichnet worden. Es ist vereinbart worden, dal sie einen integrirenden
Theil des Frieden-Vertrages bilden.

Der unterzeichnete Kanzler des Deutschen Reichs erklarte, dal er es Ubernehme, den Vertrag den Regierungen
von Bayern, Wirttemberg und Baden mitzutheilen und ihren Beitritt zu bewirken.[1]

von Bismarck. Jules Favre.
Arnim. Pouyer-Quertier.

E. de Goulard.

http://www.documentarchiv.de/ksr.html
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Peace Treaty of Versailles, 28 June, 1919
Political Clauses for Europe
SECTION IV.
SAAR BASIN.

ARTICLE 45

As compensation for the destruction of the coal-mines in the north of
France and as part payment towards the total reparation due from Germany for
the damage resulting from the war, Germany cedes to France in full and absolute
possession, with exclusive rights of exploitation, unencumbered and free from
all debts and charges of any kind, the coal-mines situated in the Saar Basin as
defined in Article 48.

SECTION V.
ALSACE-LORRAINE.

The HIGH CONTRACTING PARTIES, recognising the moral
obligation to redress the wrong done by Germany in 1871 both to the rights of
France and to the wishes of the population of Alsace and Lorraine, which were
separated from their country in spite of the solemn protest of their
representatives at the Assembly of Bordeaux Agree upon the following Articles:

ARTICLE 5l.

The territories which were ceded to Germany in accordance with the
Preliminaries of Peace signed at Versailles on February 26, 1871, and the Treaty
of Frankfort of May lo, 1871, are restored to French sovereignty as from the date
of the Armistice of November 11. 1918. The provisions of the Treaties
establishing the delimitation of the frontiers before 1871 shall be restored.

ARTICLE 52.

The German Government shall hand over without delay to the French
Government all archives, registers, plans, titles and documents of every kind
concerning the civil, military, financial, judicial or other administrations of the
territories restored to French sovereignty. If any of these documents, archives,
registers, titles or plans nave been misplaced, they will be restored by the
German Government on the demand of the French Government.

-https://wwi.lib.byu.edu/index.php/Articles 31 - 117 and Annexes
2YVT/O/YY F iy e Y &

Ty



https://wwi.lib.byu.edu/index.php/Articles_31_-_117_and_Annexes
https://wwi.lib.byu.edu/index.php/Articles_31_-_117_and_Annexes

[ oY\ jreas] (g phiellg gal Jlssell

<) jlalidy) daild

B.D British Documents on the origins of the
war (1898-1914).
WWI World War |
C.A.B Cabinet Office

T




Ia5gai[VaVa A\ ] " jhaillg (g2 1glllg gl ]I 5 goadl vsl} 4o

ia) o)

Ay jal) Gl g ) ¥ o ciadand) e e oz JLSH Cla gl e (1)
A ua(\“\Qi c)ﬁuj‘jg_ab.n\).\u

Asdiall (ju8h 4 (Y)

Lorraine dswiylls cp)s-lls (Elsass LuladYls Alsace Lyl : a3 (Y)

Maiel Aol e Bl Jledll ghall 8 Ao Lothringen sl

| s iy callads b WSy o pansly i) 3 b Ll o Bl 3500

(Y) 6 Gl Ll ausia A

Ly Aol Adaall e o)l8l5 (sluh paiga taillaie ($)98 apSa 24 (%)
(Eolall il V) AIS g (b daals) "Bygdie e iiwale Al
:LL:J@\J}.M BERARKE

JORDAN, DAVID STARR: The Future of Alsace-Lorraine, The
Journal of Race Development, VVol. 9, No. 1 (Jul., 1918), p.43
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(18)Friedens-Vertrag zwischen dem Deutschen Reich und
Frankreich, "Frankfurter Friedensvertrag” Vom 10. Mai 1871.
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(22)ECKHARDT, C. C.: The Alsace-Lorraine Question, Science,
Vol. 6, No. 5 (May, 1918), p. 431.

Dt S faaly Laads (¥4 8 (VR4 Ga a o Galadl gapall 1 a8 . J 0 La(YY)
Yo Ga @l panall s sk
YA G bl aasall 1 sl ol S (YE)
Al A A dabad) a8 0y30 5 hle faadal) Jlai e 21A(Y0)
ae ol Ldluy) daalall cla¥) LIS dlaa (YA = VAVY)
AV e cYaroe QA

(26) ECKHARDT, C. C.: Op. Cit, p. 440. and, SIMONDS,
FRANK H.: HISTORY of the World War, Vol. 1 ( New York,
Doubleday, 1919) p.6
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(28) SEYMOUR, CHARLES: The Diplomatic Background of the
war (1870-1914), London 1918, p. 117.
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(30) STUART, GRAHAM H.: French foreign policy from Fashoda
to Serajevo (1898-1914), New York, 1921, p.p. 5-6.
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(32) SCHMITT, BERNADOTTE E.: Triple Alliance and Triple
Entente, New York, 1947., p. 57.
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(34) CROCE, BENEDETTO: History of Europe in Nineteenth
century, New York, 1933, p. 366.

(35) B. D.: Vol. Ill, No. 9, Monson to Lansdowne, Paris, November
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(38) B.D.: Vol. X, Part Il, No. 461, F. Bertie to Edward Grey, Paris,
February 19, 1913, p.p.674-675.

(39) STUART, GRAHAM H.: Op. Cit., p. 344.
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(41)SIMONDS, FRANK H.: History of the World War, Vol. 1 (
New York, Doubleday, 1919) p.281.
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(44) C. A. B.: 24/25/9, Memorandum on. Il. Proposals for making
Alsace-Lorraine one of the Federated States of the Empire, 30
August, 1917 .
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(46) YALE LAW SCHOOL: THE Avalon Project Documents In
Law, History and Diplomacy, President Woodrow Wilson's
Fourteen Points 8 January, 1918.
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(50) C. A. B.: 24/70/60, Memorandum, Alsace-Lorraine., by A. J.
Balfour, 18 October 1918.
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(56)WWI Document Archive: Peace Treaty of Versailles 28 June,
1919, Political Clauses for Europe, Article 27.
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(57) Racicot, Catherine: La Ille République et Bismarck - Le réle
des opportunistes dans le compromis franco-allemand,
Master "Un  published", Université de Montréal, 2008,P. P.35, 42.

(58)WWI Document Archive: Peace Treaty of Versailles 28 June,
1919, Articles 50, 51.
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