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"Auction" overview of the Egyptian economic
conditions

D/Enas Ahmed AbdEl Gani Saad Eldin
Teacher OF Ancient Greek / Roman History
Faculty of Humanities - Ala-Zahr University

Cairo
Summary :

The auction is a commercial economic phenomenon known to the
Romans in ancient times, And has continued and spread until
recently has seen a significant spread of this phenomenon. The
auction, like other economic mechanisms, has roots in the old past,
The presence and spread of such phenomena in our time is often a
major reason for researchers to research and investigate their
origin. The auction has spread in ancient Rome, especially in the
Republican and the Imperial eras. Literary sources provided us with
valuable information that shed light on the repeated use of this
commercial process by rulers and emperors as a profitable
business process during the two preceding eras. So that these
sources will convey to us a complete picture of the auctions, Goods
sold, buyers, buyers and their economic and social status

The importance of this topic is that although there are many
researches that dealt with the auction, it was limited to use in
Rome in the Republican and Imperial era. None of the researchers
mentioned it to be used in Egypt as a Roman state. And the extent
of conformity and difference between the uses, and the extent of
the application of the Romanian government to use the auction in
Egypt through the documentation papyrus relied on in this study.
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Although the Romanian government followed a different economic
policy from the Ptolemaic government, in promoting the principle
of private ownership, And encouraging individual investments in
Egypt, It was, however, an exploitative colonial policy. They did not
like people's salience while seeking to exploit them and drain their
resources. And avoid the risk of lack of financial resources of the
Romanian treasury. With this policy and the deterioration of
economic conditions in Egypt, many owners lost their property
because of their inability to pay their taxes, And all the dues of the
state. The state confiscated their property and offered for sale by
auction. | will try in this study to present the subject in a way that
shows how to use the auction in the banks of this Roman policy.
The bidding process was in which Competitors competed to win
the sale of goods either by the state or individuals.

Keywords: Auction - Bid — Competitors
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1. Herodotus, The Histories, 2, 13 ; Strabo, Geography , book 14, chapter 3;4,6;
Polybius, Histories, book 4, chapter 77; Diodorus Siculus, Bibliotheca Historica,
Books XVIII-XX; XI,XXXIX; Appian, Mithridatic Wars,XI; Cicero, For Publius
Quinctius,4; Livius (Livy), The History of Rome,ll,XIV;4,22;21,51;26,11;

Tacitus, The Annals,3,67; Suetonius Tranquillus, Caligula,38; Pliny the Elder, The
Natural History,7,39;

%~ M. G. Morcillo, STAGING POWER AND AUTHORITY AT ROMAN AUCTIONS,
Ancient Society, Vol. 38 (2008), pp. 153-181; I. 0. CHANCE, THE AUCTION AND
ITS ROLE IN COMMERCE, J. R. S, Vol. 119, (APRIL 1971), pp. 294-300;P.Klemperer
and P.Temin,An Early Example of The "Winner's Curse" in An
Auction,JPE,109(6),2001; H. C. Youtie, "A Rhodian Auction Sale of a Slave" ,JEA,
55,1969, pp.191-210; John F. Oates, A Rhodian Auction Sale of a Slave Girl,JEP,
Vol. 55 (Aug., 1969), pp. 191-210.
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' .. Morcillo, STAGING POWER, pp.155-160

2. Eutropius,xiii,xiii,ii: Ingenti ergo labore et moderatione, cum apud Carnuntum
iugi triennio perseverasset, bellum Marcomannicum confecit, quod cum his
Quadi, Vandali, Sarmatae, Suevi atque omnis barbaria commoverat, multa
hominum milia interfecit, ac Pannoniis servitio liberatis Romae rursus cum
Commodo Antonino, filio suo, quem iam Caesarem fecerat, triumphavit. Ad
huius belli sumptum cum aerario exhausto largitiones nullas haberet neque
indicere provincialibus aut senatui aliquid vellet, instrumentum regii cultus facta
in foro divi Traiani sectione distraxit, vasa aurea, pocula crystallina et murrina,
uxoriam ac suam sericam et auream vestem, multa ornamenta gemmarum. Ac

per duos continuos menses ea venditio habita est multumque auri redactum.
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L. P.Klemperer and P.Temin,An Early Example of The "Winner's Curse" in An
Auction,JPE,109 (6),2001;

apan il o 4o paa a0 VY UG (gl g G datd le ] B0 atal) S (A4
VAY Gugla YA LB Ghaad) 3

’  Dio.Cassus ,Roman history,book,LXXIV,5.5: “ [5] ka®' €katov 1 Spayudg.
ouumavta yap 6oa 6 Koppodog €ni te T tpudfi Kal £€¢ omhopoxiav i Kal €
appatnAaciav £KEKTNTO, €G TO MWANTAPLOV EE€TEDN, TO HEV MAETOTOV TIPACEWS
€veka, A6 6& kal £¢ €mibelflv TV te €pywv altol kal TV Stautnuatwy, Kal
TIPOCETL KAl £¢ EAeyYOV TV WVNOOUEVWY QUTA.

oM. Kleijwegt, CALIGULA AS AUCTIONEER, Acta Classica, Vol. 39 (1996), pp. 55-
66;
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1. https://www.almaany.com/ar/dict/ar-ar/>
% Marta Garcia Morecillo, STAGING POWER AND AUTHORITY AT ROMAN AUCTIONS,
Ancient Society, Vol. 38 (2008),p.153.
3 _ Liddell. and Scott. A Greek-English Lexicon, Oxford. Clarendon Press. 1940,s.v,
amndptiov, noun sg. Nut. nom
4 Plutarch, Cicero,27;
Qavotou 6¢ 1ol TUANa tadog 5L MABog Saveiwv andptiov poypddavtog,
npoypadavtog,
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e 5 e Ll a se(') el 3l gl e el gall (5 (i sm
2 Ml KNPUOoW J=dlls ATTO  all s e S je i
2 L) clalliadl ST e san mllaadll 12a 5 (%) "ple®
el s aally o) i A alENOIC Albaasy (M)l
GAASy (M) osaall e a2l 8 mllaadl) 138 aadial S (7) 3
S oase e G pan 3 Ukal s je Al gipedig xS
S A 5 pase e MPog@Pépw mllaas Laa (7) 3 3w

! _Liddell. And Scott,s.v, KNpPUELg

2 Liddell. And Scott,s.v,6taknpuéLg, noun sg fem nom.

3 drokApuTiw  ASsY) Al

*_ Liddell. And Scott,s.v, &noknpuoow; verb ind act pres 1% pers. Sing.

> - - Liddell. And Scott,s.v, knpUoow

®. P.Tebt,I1,296,123CD,L.9 ;P. Mich,9,572 ,131CD,L.15; SB, 16 12685, L.28, 139
CE, Sokno. Nesos ; SB,10 10527,L.22, 151 CE - 152 CE, Tebtynis; P.Oxy 4 716, 186
CE,L20-1,0xy.; P.Bub 1 2,L.2, 224 CE, Bubastos.; P.Oxy 20 2278,L.4, 226 275 CE;
Chr.wilck 41, 3,37,232CD, Elephantine= P.Paris.69.

’_Charlton T. Lewis, Ph.D. and. Charles Short, LL.D. A Latin Dictionary., Oxford.
Clarendon Press., 1879.;

http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.04.0

059%3Aentry%3D auctio, noun sg fem nom.

8. Herodotus, The Histories, 2, 13 ; Polybius, Histories,2,2; Josephus,
Antiquitates Judaicae,1,60,; Strabo, Geog.,1,1; Diodorus Siculus, Library,11,39;
Bibliotheca Historica, Books XVIII-XX; Thucydides, The Peloponnesian War,1,69;
’. P.Oxy, 4.716 , AD186 ,0Oxyrhynchus,L 22= Chr.Mitt.360 ;BGU,2,656, II
century,L, Arsinoite ; P.Oxy.14.1630, AD223.L,8 ,0Oxyrhynchus.



http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.04.0059%3Aentry%3D
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.04.0059%3Aentry%3D
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!.$B.10.10527,L.19; P.Oxy, 1630,L.15,223CD;1633,L.17 ,275CD, .Oxy,

2. YoV a ¢ e s sl ¢ ) de JalS i gana

- Lewis & Short,s.v, auctio, onis

* - Pliny. Nat.His. 7.39,

>-M. Tullius Cicero.The Orations of Marcus Tullius Cicero, literally translated by
C. D. Yonge. London. George Bell &
Sons.1903.;http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus:text:1999.0
2.0018:text=Quinct.:chapter=4&highlight=auction

6. Livy. The History of Rome, Book 2,14, auctionem

7 - P.OXY,2,279,44-5CD ,LL 2-3,Nesla,Oxy.

8. PSI,7,787,L.7-8,2”d.Cent. ,Arsinoite .
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! - Marta Garcia Morcillo, STAGING POWER,p159.
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! -P.OXY,4,721,13-4CD; P.Mich,9,572,131CD;P.Oxy.,513,184CD; BGU,156,201CD
;70,4778,238CD;W. Chr,375, CD246 Hermopolite. =P.Lond,3,.1157v;P.0OXY,1633;
Willis, William H, Oxyrhynchite Documents Among the Robinson Papyri,BASP,
Volume 25, Issue 1-4,1988,pp(99-127).

?-P.Amh.97,180-192 CD.

* - LL:5-7: BoOAopat GvAoacBaL £k TAV £ POV UTIEPKEWUEVWY TAC BLOLKAOEWC
TepL TV TPOKELUEVNY KWUNV TpoTe[plov Ayxopiudewg npecB(utépou) .

* - P.OXY,513,183CD.
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U[r)epPBePAiicBOatl TAV TpoKELUEVNV OiKiay.
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