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Ibn al-Nazim’s grammatical explanation in his
Commentary on the Millennium, a descriptive and
analytical study

Abdel Fattah Al-Shteiwi

Department of: Grammar and Morphology faculty of: Department
of Arabic Language University: Al-Jouf city : Al-Jouf
country:kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Phone number: + &1 £4yY 14y
Email: AMECHCHETYOUY@JU.EDU.SA

Abstract:

This research explores the phenomenon of Justification in Arabic
grammar within the scope of Ibn al-Nadhim’s explanation of Alfiyat
Ibn Malik. While expatiating on positions of Arab linguists on this
phenomenon, the researcher tries to highlight its pros and cons as
found in Arabic grammar heritage discusses. This is because the
grammarians have been commenting on the grammatical rules
surrounding the phenomenon right from ancient times, thereby
granting favour to certain ruling over others and causing heated
debates between schools of thought.

This is evident in the explanation of Ibn al-Nazim on the Alfiyyat of
his father. One could hardly find a grammatical ruling in Ibn al-
Nadhim’s work without him justifying it and sometimes re-
emphasizing it with numerous proofs and long debate. He was one of
the proponents of this phenomenon.

After judiciously studying this phenomenon, the researcher found a
number of issues, which could be summarized as:

— . Inborn disposition and receipt from the Arabs make the strongest

proofs explaining why criticism and objections are not directed to

-yvay.
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both the desinential inflection and indeclinable ending in the
language.

— . In the researcher’s view, justifications for desinential inflection and
indeclinable ending of nouns and present tenses are not free from
credible criticism and objections.

— . Subsections from the above, such as the subjunctive, accusative
and normative cases, were found to be faced with much lesser
criticism and distant from objections, considering their specialization
and precision.

- . The researcher recommended that academic debate about
justifications in grammar should not be handled by novices and
beginner students so that they do not depart from learning and

assimilating the grammar.
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