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«A critical analytical view of the German orientalist Adam
Metz’s perspective on women in his book: “The Renaissance
of Islam” or Islamic Civilization in the Fourth Hijri
Century».

Salah Abdel Mawla EI Sayed Al Shura

Department of History and Civilization, Faculty of Arabic
Language, Cairo, Al-Azhar University, Arab Republic of
Egypt

Email: salahalshura@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract:

Talking about Muslim women is one of the important topics
related to the aspects of Islamic civilization, as it is one of the
pillars that make up the Muslim community. The fourth century
AH / tenth century AD is one of the most important periods that
witnessed an important role for women. Women have played an
important role in all fields of civilization, and the political field
was chief among them. Women have interfered in the affairs of
government and control of his successors. Women have become
the caliphate who they want and isolate from them whomever
they want, or they change a decision issued by the Caliph in
favor of their ambitions to extend their control and influence;
Which had dire effects on the Abbasid state. And the role of
women was not limited to free women, but the slave girls and
lords participated in it. They also played a major role in
controlling some of the caliphs; So they robbed their minds and
made them like puppets in their hands, moving them according
to their whims, so they started appointing and isolating the
caliphs, and forcing them to isolate the lords of high positions in
the state such as ministers, princes and leaders. Among them is
the German orientalist, Adam Metz, who wrote about women in
Islamic civilization in his book “Islamic Civilization in the
Fourth Hijri Century” or “Die Renaissance Des Islam.” He
talked about women and their role in detail in many places, and
distributed them in the chapters of the book he wrote about
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Islamic civilization during the fourth century AH, so he talked
about her political, economic, social and scientific role. The
researcher followed the critical analytical approach based on
collecting and analyzing information related to women from the
book, and then comparing them with historical sources to show
whether they are correct or not.
Keywords: Adam Metz, Orientalists, German Orientalism,
Ladies Of The Palace, Female Slaves, Female
Servants, Prostitution.
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