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""The economic activity of the inhabitants of Wadi
Araba and Sinai during the period from the sixth
century BC until the second century AD"'

Abdelsamie Mahmoud Abdelsamie Shehata

History Department« Faculty of Artsc Menoufia University:«
Egypt

Email: Abdelsamie.abdelsamie@art.menofia.edu.eq
Abstract: This research paper aims to study the aspects of
economic activity for the population of Wadi Araba and
Sinai; In terms of grazing« agriculture and participation in
the trade businesses passing through their lands and related
services« mining in copper mines and the extraction of oil/
bitumen«< and their economic relationship with the
surrounding areas¢ during the study period¢ there are
several studies that dealt with transit trade routes in the
Wadi Araba and Sinai region.The aim of the study is to
focus on the economic activity of the local population of
Wadi Araba Sinai< in light of the scientific material
available so far. The researcher divided the study into
several sections dealing with the natural resources of the
Sinai region and Wadi Araba¢ the mining of copper¢
turquoise and bitumen« and finally the invention of the first
alphabet in Sinai. The researcher followed the inductive
approach; particle analysis; To arrive at a total hypothesis
in light of the available scientific material.

Key Words: Sinaic Wadi Araba¢ Nabataean< Copper:
turquoise« bitumen« mummy
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Oren, E.D., Excavations at Qasrawet in North-Western

Sinai: Preliminary Report, Israel Exploration Journal, Vol.
32, No. 4 (1982).
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Mumford, G.D. 1988, International relations between
Sinai and Syria during Bronze age, Tornato.
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Uzi Avner, Ancient Copper Mines at Nahal Amram
Southern, Arabah; Uzi Avner, Egyptian Timna-
Reconsidered, (in Juan Manuel Tebes, Ancient Near
Eastern Studies: Unearthing the wilderness studies on the
History and Archaeology of the Negev and Edom in the
Iron Age, Leuven — Paris — Walpole, 2014 ; Connan, J.,
“Use and trade of Bitumen in antiquity and prehistory:
molecular archaeology reveals secrets of past civilizations.”
Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society of London,
1999.
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(1) John F. A. Sawyer, David J. A. Clines, Midian, Moab and Edom:
The History and Archaeology of Late Bronze and Iron Age Jordan
and North-West Arabia, Sheffield Academic Press, 1983, pp. 9- 15;
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(1) Anati, E., The rock Art of the Negev and Sinai, third edition, Capo
di Ponte, (Atelier 2015), 248 pp. 196 pls Uzi Avener, Symbolism of
the lbex motif Negev rock art , Journal of Arid Environment,
(December 2016),
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/311551502; Abdul
Nayeem, Ibex hunting scences in Neighboring deserts ( Saudi Arabia
2002): pp.202 -203.

(2) Diodorus Siculus, 3.44.1-2.
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(4) Xenophon, Anabasis, 1.5; Diodorus Siculus, 3.42.2-4; Flinders
Petrie  W.M., Researches in Sinai, New York, 1906,154;
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(1) Strabon, 16.4.2.

(2)Abdul Rahman Al- Ayedi, Op.Cit, pp.39-43, 61-68; Mumford
G.D, Op.Cit, pp.10-11, 88-89, 104-114, 166; — ¢l yiaa (s sl
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(1) Piotr Bienkowski and Eveline van der Steen, Tribes, Trade, and
Towns: A New Framework for the Late Iron Age in Southern Jordan
and the Negev, Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental
Research , Aug., 2001, No. 323 (Aug., 2001), pp. 28-30.

(2) Steven A. Rosen, Notes on the origins of pastoral nomadism: a
case study from the Negev and Sinai , Current Anthroplgy 29 (1988)
pp. 498-502.
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dating of early bronze age
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Sinai, Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental Research 1991):
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(1) Mumford G.D., Op.Cit, pp. 962, 965-8.

(2) Ibid, Op.Cit, p. 955.

(3) Ibid, pp. 962, 965-8.

(4) Philippe Fluzin, Georges Castel and Pierre Metallurgical Sites of South
Sinai (Egypt) in the Pharaonic Era: New Discoveries, Paléorient, Vol. 37,
No. 2 (2011), pp. 80-81.
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for the Degree Doctor of Philosophy, Institute of Archaeology, Hebrew
University, Jerusalem December 2002, pp. 43-44.
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(3) Bienkowski P. and Streen E.V., Op.Cit, pp. 23-24.
(4) Mumford G.D., Op.Cit, p.1315.

(5) Mumford G.D., p.1318.

(6) Ibid, p.1327.
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(3) Mumford G.D, Op.Cit, pp.1438-1442; Birgit Schlick-Nolte and
Rainer Werthmann, Op.Cit, pp.13-15.

(4) Mumford G.D, Op.Cit, p.1316.
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(3) Ibid, pp.1420-25.
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university, Sonia and Marco Nadler Institute of Archaeology, Monograph
Series, No 37 (2018): pp. 150-153.
(2) Uzi Avner, Ancient Copper Mines at Nahal Amram Southern Arabah,
pp.160-168.
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OOV Gasin b agal Ailaial Ay Cila gusall oW1 a5 ¢l ) (pe ol DA
Y Alle ool (Usia dal) qealis cansall e hainy Yok Luall 53 o Gadl gl dilaiall)
e g3y olid dikie & D) ade plal aalie e aydie g telsle (ol (e
O A ddall s e gylaall clisall e il e GBS el Jy ccuny 138 Gl
Cije 558 8 Ly ) ans (8 e I 8 a8y L Al (B adge b paaaill aadiig
aar S A5 gl HUYL Goyay S A SUEY) Al e gyl GIAY bl aally
Dstiad) iy AN el DA e ¢ Y1 e Aghsill Ganadll dana bl ulld)
Loalanll (DA Lele

%Hii%



8 yial I clcwg i pe (39 OIS (SalaZdW) dolacd
SN (AL O T e SR LB pwabaddl & 43 e
zoaiady () jinlly cpanall eaally LaaYYy ey alakally oLl Jleal
JS gl spdie gai g) 408 Aal Pla Gulai gl 00 v s glag )l
sad sl les Uganlons gaigaagiy oV e e ) zliay ey ale
L ol alakall GDIA jles Yo
Ne Jasd cliaghS pdie gaiy SO Jlad (ghae Jlad ulad aalie
LS s a1 o Dl Jd yalad) oyl S yde (el &l o))l
O 153085 (adgally dpasall HLadll sy (385 cadiall (50)S) aiasy
sad dlacg can) VoA il L e Gasall ala (e a ¢l
Gl Vpeaai iy (U8 (s el e adsally e «lial ded
Ol s A giiall agilsaly cJlaadly L) aial ¢ sl Joail)
oAl e Lol ) alas a8 cagify e alalally il olad) (ysalall
Dl bl s D) J S
L e copslaadl ehasall GlSis (e Jlee ¢ jan aalie (& oo
Dl Ll raa g WS ¢ Glaal) Jladiy ¢ liug asals cailly retenu olas

(gsas 3sase AN anly i (558 8 Vs cadsally d5aal
o' s "' 5 "D Jad' Ll el cilasuna o bl (puilai€ ol
O IS e 15385 colinas anlie 8 Capal) Jleall YT Jee (0
Byga 1585 laiSy (e agaly il oy Aol Blalidlly cdilaial

(1) David J. Mattingly, Op.Cit, p.193

(2) Ibid, p.194.

(3) Langford B. and Others, Nahal Amram Southern Arabia Copper
mines: A survey of underground copper mines, ( in: Israel
Finkelstein, Mining for ancient copper essays in memory of Beno
Rothenberg tel aviv university, Sonia and Marco Nadler Institute of
Archaeology, Monograph Series, No 37 (2018): pp.221- 223.

(4) Langford B. and Others, Op.Cit, pp.224-226.
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(1) Uzi Avner, Egyptian Timna, p.143.

(2) Orly Goldwasser, Op.Cit, pp. 132-133.

(3) Rothenberg, B., Archaeological survey of south Sinai, PEQ 102
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(4) Uzi avener, Studies in the Material and Spiritual Culture of the
Negev and Sinai Populations, During the 6th-3rd Millennia B.C., pp.
49-45; Fluzin, P., Castel, G. and Tallet, P., Op.Cit, pp. 82-87.
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and Archaeometry, Vol. 11, No. 2, 2011, pp. 139; Harrell, J. A. and M. D.
Lewan, Sources of mummy bitumen in ancient Egypt and Palestine.
Archaeometry, v. 44, pt. 2 (2002) p. 287, 291; Connan, J., Op.Cit, p. 48.
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Writing"”, Cambridge Ancient History,Vol.lll, pp.794-818; Jeffery
I.H, "Greek alphabetic writing™”, Cambridge Ancient History, Vol.lll,
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