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The Man-Made River in Libya and its Impact on the
Development of Libyan Society(1986- 2000 )

Reda Moussa Abdel Wahab Mohamed
Department of History and Civilization, Faculty of Arabic
Language, Cairo, Al-Azhar University, Arab Republic of
Egypt.
Email: reda.mosa@azhar.edu.eg
ABSTRACT: This research studies The availability of
water means prosperity and stability, and its scarcity means
drought and famine. Libya, which is in the north of the
African continent, enters the dry areas, and groundwater is
one of the most important water sources in it. Since the
beginning of the search for oil in the south in Libyan desert
at the end of the fifties and the beginning of the sixties of
the twentieth century, A huge stock of fresh groundwater
was discovered. At that time, Libya moved towards
establishing agricultural projects near the sources of this
fresh water, but because of the long distance between these
projects and the places where the population is crowded in
major cities in the north, the Libyan state saw the need to
transfer water from the south to the north through a system
of the huge tubes, this system is known as the "Great Man-
Made River."
This river is considered one of the largest civil projects in
the world. It supplies about five million people with fresh
water, travels about five thousand kilometers, and
transports a large amount of water daily. The artificial river
has affected the development of Libyan society, and helped
solve many of its problems, especially those related to fresh
water.
Key words: Fresh ground water, Dry areas, Water
resources, Oil exploration, The Libyan coast, The Libyan
desert, The huge pipelines, The great man-made river, The
Libyan society.
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