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“The sugar agreement between the Egyptian
government and the general company of sugar factories
1931 — 1951 . monopoly or mutualism”

Ashraf Mohammad Hassan Ali

Assistant teacher of modern history — History department —
Arabic language college — Al Azhar University — Asyut
Email: Ashrafali.47@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract: Sugar industry enjoyed great importance along
different eras, as it was necessary for the daily life. It
depends on the sugar cane yields, so governments took
interest of it and worked on increasing the agricultural
space of land. Egypt had a great fame of this kind of
industry and helped the other countries with the gained
expertise. One main factor of this industry’s importance
was being branched to include its industry, agriculture,
commerce, tariff policy, production, and distribution.

“The general company of sugar factories and refineries in
the Egyptian land” was the company that dealt with the
sugar industry in Egypt; this company was terribly
threatened because of the global economic crises of 1929,
until the Egyptian government saved it through an
agreement held in 1931 with the purpose of the sugar
industry arrangement including its different branches, it
was called “The sugar agreement”.

According to this agreement, the company and government
were obligated to certain laws, and each had its own rights.
The agreement lasted for 14 years that was extended to
another 7 years to end in November 1951. Different views
were expressed around the agreement’s nature and profit
gained for the economy and the consumers. This agreement
showed positive and negative sides whether it was an act of
monopoly or a privilege, the thing that pushed the
researcher to discuss it through this study.

Key words : Sugar — agreement — mutualism — monopoly —
government .
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