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Treatment of the Lexical Item in Ibn al-Anbari's Book
Zina Al-Fudhla’in the Difference between Dad and Dha’
Muhammad Rashad Abdel Salam Al-Messini
Lecturer of Linguistics, Faculty of Education, Damanhour
University, Egypt.

Email: m_rashad_ar@edu.dmu.edu.eg

Abstract: There is no doubt that the ancients were the
keenest to collect the language in order to preserve the
Arab identity from the conflation with other nations,
perhaps what indicates the nobility of their goal is the
names of their writings. Despite its diversity and difference,
it revolves around the sphere of preserving the language. It
IS no secret to a scrutinizing researcher the merits of Arab
linguists and their efforts in the lexicographical work, and
reading their books is the best evidence of their good deeds
in it. Consequently, the current study aims to present and
explore one of the efforts made in dealing with the lexical
items, whether at the level of the structure or at the level of
meaning. Therefore, the researcher selects Ibn al-Anbari’s
book (Zina Al-Fadhla'a -577 AH) as the corpus of the
study based on the attention of Ibn al-Anbari in the lexical
meaning.

The problem of the research is to determine the methods
of Ibn al-Anbari in dealing with the structure lexical unit
through exploring the linguistic regulation of the word in
terms of both the phonemic and the morphological aspects.
Additionally, the research aims at revealing Ibn al-Anbari’s
approach in dealing with the lexical meaning through
tracing the method he employed in explaining the meaning,
and the methods he relied upon in clarifying the semantic
meaning of the words. Furthermore, the study provides an
explanation of the role of these methods in semantic
interpretation, considering Ibn al-Anbari’s book Zina Al-
Fudhla” as a model for the Arabic lexicography in one of
its schools, using the opinions and sayings of linguists in
that.
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The research concluded to some results, the most
important of which are the following:

— Ibn Al-Anbari's concern with the lexicographical
regulation was evident in the diversity of the
methods that he used to ensure the integrity of
words against distortion and misrepresentation. Ibn
al-Anbari  used lexico-diacritic  regulation,
regulation via text/context, regulation via pattern
(Wazn) or example.

—Ibn Al-Anbari benefited from the data of the
phonemic, morphological and grammatical system
in the interpretation of the semantic meaning.

—There are many ways of explaining the meaning
according to lbn Al-Anbari, between explanation
by definition, explanation by context, explanation
by co-occurrence or collocation, and explanation
by counterpart.

Keywords:
Treatment — the Lexical Item — lbn al-Anbari — Zina Al-
Fudhla’
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