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The Egyptian Peasant in the Byzantine Period
Howaida Mohamed Ahmed Benira
Department of History, Faculty of Arts, Damietta
University, Egypt.

E-mail: mohalygrl0@gmail.com
Abstract:

Egypt lived an important period of its history that
stretched back to nearly three centuries under Byzantine
rule, and the Egyptian peasant managed to control the fate
of Byzantium. Egypt was a storehouse of grain, and despite
the occupation and tribulations, the Egyptian peasant
cultivated his land and irrigated it from the waters of the
Nile like his ancestors. A warehouse of wheat and all of
Egypt's agricultural lands became the property of the
Byzantine Emperor, and the Egyptian peasant in the
Byzantine era underwent many transformations due to the
political, economic, religious and social conditions that
Egypt went through in that era. Forced forced labor and the
Egyptian village became an administrative unit of the
Byzantine Empire and many owners of small property were
forced to forfeit or abandon their lands, and over time the
system of loss appeared in Egypt, and many feudal families
became famous in Egypt in the fifth century AD and
occupied some of their members Important positions in the
state with a big difference between the feudal system in the
West and the feudal system that existed in Egypt at the
time. For you, the role of the Egyptian peasant woman and
her standing by her husband until the Arab Islamic
conquest of Egypt in the year 641 AD / 21 AH cannot be
overlooked.

Keywords: The Egyptian farmer, The Byzantine era,
agriculture, The waters of the Nile, Agricultural lands.
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(3)Salmon, Edward, A History of the Roman World, London, 1995,
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(3)Prcopius, History Arcana, Procol, Vol., XX, PP. 1-3, Bury, J.B., History

of the odsius | to. The death of Justinian, VVol. I.P. 349.
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(1)Diehl, Op. Cit., P.469.
(2)Maspero, Jean, Studies Sure Les Papyrus, d'Aphrodite, France,
Vol., I., 1908, PP. 75 120. Vol., 11, 1910, PP. 97-152, 131-148.
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Maspero, Organization Militare de Egypt Bgzantine, P. 117.

(3)Maspero, Organization, Mil.itaire, PP. 50-53.

(4)Ostrogrosky, G., History of the Byzantine States, Trans., by Joan
Hussey, Oxford 1956, PP. 82-83.

(5)Masp., 67045, Oxy., 2021

(6)Roger, Egyption in the Byzantine world, England, 2008, P. 232;
Vasilieve, The Byzantine Empire, 1952, Vol. I. P. 160.

(7)Cambridge, Op. Cit., Vol., X111, P. 400; Ostrogrosky, Op. Cit, P. 38.

(8)Bury, History of the Later Roman Empire, N.Y., 1950, P. 45.
Rostovtzeff, M., The Social and Economic History of the Roman
Empire, Oxford 1957, PP. 8-281.
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(2)Johnson, Egypt and the Roman Empire, P. 159.
Milne, J., G., A History of Egypt under the Roman Rule, London,
1924. P. 125
(3)Basil., G., The By zantine papyri of the Greek Papyrological
Society, Athens, 1993; P.195. Johnson, A.C. H., Byzantine Egypt

Ecomics Studies, P. 64.
(4)Philo, Despeciat, but legibus L, 11, 159-161
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(2)Rostovtzeff.,, Roman explotion of Egypt, New York 1929, PP.
336-337

(3).Johnson, Egypt and the Roman Empire, P. 159; Ostrogrosky Op.
Cit., P. 39; Vasilieve, Vol., I., P. 160.
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(1)Zenon, 59015; Rostovitzeff, Social and Economic History of the
Hellenstic world, 1949, PP. 291-298; Wester mann, The
Problemes and walfare of their subjects, America, 1938, P. 277.
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s okl LAy cleaad) slag sad s aa (Al (alail) 4%
Philo, Loc. Cit., P-71; Lewis, Life in Egypt under the Roman Role, P.
167. Scott, Greek and Roman honoritics, yale, 1931, Vol., 11, PP.
241-244, Vasiliev, Op. cit.,Vol., I, P-160, Oxy P., 2235, AD., 346
(3)Procopius, Historia Arcana, XXIIl, PP. 1-3, Rrowne, M.B., The
papyri of Sortes, 1974. Yale, Classical Studies, 1931, Vol., 11, PP.

240-244.
(4) Preaux, L'attache a la Terre Continuites de I'Egypte, 1978, P.2.
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Paul, By zantium from the origans to the Twelfth Century, London,
1979, P. 25; Hyed, Histoire du Commerce du levant ow Moyen
age, france 1885-1886, 2 Vols.
(2)Maspero, Lespaprus, VI., 11, P. 145. Oxy, 2235.
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Browne, M.B., The papyri of sortes, 1974, PP. 75-95. Diehl. C.
L'Adminstration Civile d'I'Egypte Byzantine, Paris, 1928, PP. 98-
106.

(4)Bell, t., The By zantine service state, Vol., IV, P. 917, Johnson,

A.C.h, Byzantine Egypt economics studies, PP. 43-60
(5)Raillard, L'administration civil de' I'Egypt, Paris, 1928, pp 50-53.
Johnson, Egypt and Roman Empire, U.S.A., 1951, P-68
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(1)Bell, Op. cit.,, Vol.,, 111, 1917, PP. 101-102, M, Browne, The
papyri of sortes asts, 1974, PP. 35-45.

S a5 Aroura sye)¥l Hslamy il paasll o8 408 ASL) Culs ()
ol beaye Viie YV 04 (gslatiy @5 el (a1 laline Juaty) 4l
Rostovtzeff., M., A Large Estate in Egyption, in the Third Century,
1922, No., 63.
(3)OP.oxy, 1846, 1915, 1917; Arnold, the End of the

Byzantine.Empire, 1979, P. 33.
(4)Hardy, Christian Egypt, New York,1952, P. 45
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Brook,E .W. ,Arabic list of Byzantine Themes, 1977 ,PP 67-79
(2) Cantor, N.F., The Medieval world 300-1300, 1968, PP. 50-57.
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(4)Paul, bemper or Byzantium, P. 25.P. oxy 1946./ 1915, 1917
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(1) J.H., Robison, Reading in European History Boston 1904, Vol., I. P.
180-184.

(2)Bell, 1, The Byzantine service, United state 1917, PP. 5057,Johnson,
Ach. Byzantine Egypt Economic Studies, PP 77-78.

(3)Roger, Chronological system of Byzantin Egypt, Boston, 2004, PP. 20-
23.

(4)Masp., 67117, P. Oxy 1287.
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(1)Arnold, The End of the By zantine Empire, 1979, P. 33; Diehl, C.,
Op. Cit., P. 477; Rouillard, g., L'/Administration Civil, pp. 8-12.
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Maspero, Jean, studies Sur les papy rus d'Aphrodite, France, Vol.,, I.,
1908, PP. 75-120.
(5)0 P. land, Greek papri in British Museum, Trans., by keven and

Bell, London 1893, No., 1677.
(6)Maspero, les paprus Beauge Franced, archor, Vol., 11, P. 145.
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(1)Maspero, studies sur les papyrus d'Aphrodite, France, 1908, Vol.,
IPP. 75-120, 1910, PP. 97-152; Bell, t., The By antine Service
state, Vol., IV, P. 917. Rogers, Egyptin the By zantine world,
England, 2008, P. 232.
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Vasilieve, The By zantine Empire, Vol., I.,P. 16.
(3)Camb., Med., Hist., Vol., 3, P. 476; Painter, Med., Scociet, P. 45.
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(2)Johnso, Egypet and Roman Empire, P.87; Painter, Med., Society

P.5., Pirenne, H., E conomic and Social History, P.P. 8-9.
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(3)AmelineuGeogaraphie de L'Egypte, P. 140.
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of the By zantine state, oxford 1956, PP. 103-104.
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B. G.U .-Aegyptische Uekunden aus den staatlichen
Museen zu
Berlin ,Griechische Urkenden . Berlin .I-X111.1895-
1976.
C.P.R=Corpus PapyrorumRaineri. Vienna ,l-1v.1895-
1958.
P.Amh.=The Lord Amherst Papyri, ed.B.P Grenfell and
AS.
Hunt.Lon-don1900,1901.1.2 vols.
P.Athen.=PapyriSocietaties Archeologica
Atheniesis,ed.G.A.
Petropou-los. Athens.1939.
P.Berlin.16036.Versocol.ll,edAnnaSwiderek.Festschrift
zum 150Jarig -ebestehende Berliner Agyptischen
Museum. Berlin. 1974.pp.225-29.
P.Berlin.Leihgbe.=Papyri,ed.T.KalenandGreekSeminaro
fUpsala. Upp sala. 1932.1led.A. Tomsin.Uppsala. 1977.
P.Bouriant.=LesP.Bouriant.=LesPapyrusBouriant,ed.P.
Collart.Paris1926.
P.Cairo-Isidoros.=The Aechive of Aurelius Isidors in
the
EgyptionMuseum,CairoandtheUniversityofMichigan,ed.
A.E.R.BoakandH. C. Youtie. Ann Arbor 1960.
P.Cairo -Zenon. =Zenon Papyri, Catalogue general des
Antiquites
egyptiennes du Cairo ,ed. C.C.Edgar. cairo 1925-31.4
vols, vol V published by the Societe Found | de Papy
rologie.ed.O.Guerand and P.jouguet. 1940.
P.Cattaoui.ll.,ed.1.Barry,B.1.F.A0.3.1903.pp.187-
202.P.Col-Zen.= Zenon Papers of the Third Century
B.C.dealing  with  Palestine and  Egypt.vol.l
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P.Cornell.=Greek Papyri in the Liberary of Cornell
University.

ed. W.L.Westermann and A. A.Schiller.NewYork .1926
P.Fay.=Fayum Towns and their Papyri.ed.B.p Grenfell,
A.S.Hunt

and D.G.Hogarth. London. 1900
P.Fouad.=LesPapyrusFoueddled.A.BatailleandW.G.Wa
ddell.cairo

19309.

P. Gen.=Les Papyrus de Genve.ed- j. Nicole. Geneva.
1906.11

Textes grecs indits de la Collection Papyrologige de Ge
neve.ed.J.Nicole Geneva 1909.

P.Gen.inv  .222.=Declaration  d'Anachoresis,ed.C.
Wehrli. Museum

Helvet-icum.35.1978.pp.245-8.
P.Giss.=GriechishePapyriimMuseumdesOberhessischen
Geschichts

vereins zu Gissen.ed.p Eger, E. Korneman and P.M.Meyer.
Leipzig- Berlin 1910-1912

P.Graux.,ed.H.HenneB.l.F.A.0.21.1923p.189ff,27.1927.
pp.1

27.YrusTheodore Reinach,ed.P.Collart.
Cairo.1940(BIFAQ39)

P.Ryl.=Catalouge of the Greek Papyri in the John
Rylands Liberary, Manchester.

| Litrary Texts ed.A.S. Hunt. Manchester. 1911.11
Documentes of the Ptolemaic and roman Period, ed.J.de
M.Johnson, V. Martin and A.S. Hunt. Manchester
1915.111 Theological and Litrary Texts, ed.C.H. Roberts.
Manchester. 1938.1VV Documents of the Ptolemaic, Ro-
man and Byzantine Period. Ed.C.H. Roberts and E.G.
Tur-ner. Manchester. 1952.
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P.Sakaon.=The Archive of A Aurelius Sakaon: Papers
an Egyptian

Farmerin the last Century of Theadelphia, ed.G.M.
Paras soglou.Bonne.1978.

P.S.I. = Papyri Greci et Latini (Publiczione Bella
Societa Italiana Per La ri — cerca dei papyri gerci e
Latini in Egitto), Florence.

The frist eleven volumes were edited by a number of
persons under the general direction of G. Vitteli and M.
Norsa. 1912 1935. The latest issue in 1978 is volume
XIV. Ed. V. Bar toletti.

P. Suas.= Griechiche Papyrus der Kkaiserlichen
Universtats and Land bib-liothek zu Strassburg, vols 1,11
ed.F. Preisigke. Leipzig 1912,1920.vols Ill1, IV,V. ed. P.
Collomp., J. Schwartz and Others Strassburg, 1948-
1979.

P.Tebt.=TheTebtunisPapyri,ed.B.P. Grenfell,
A.S.Hunt,J.G Smyly

P.Hib.=LeitPurgiaPapyri.l ed.B.P. Grenfell and A.S.
Hunt. London. 1906. Il ed.E.G. Turner and M.T.
Lenger.London.1955
P.leit.=leitPurgiaPapyri,ed.N.Lewis.Philadelphia.1963(Transa
a ctionsof TheAmerican

PhilosophicalSocity.NewSeries.vol.53.part).

P.Lille.=PapyrusGrecs(InstitutPapyroloquedel'universite
de
Lille)ed.P.Jouguet,P.Collart,J.Lesquir,M.Xoual.Paris.19
07,190 8,1923,1928

P.Lond. =Greek Papyri in British Museum.ed.G.F.
Kenyon, H.1.Bell, W.E.Crum and T.C.Skeat. London.
1893-1974.

P.Merton.= A Descriptive Catalogueof the Greek Papyri
in the Collec tion of Wilfred Merton. | ed.H.I. bell.J.W,
Barns, Dublin.1959. 111 ed.J.D. Thomas.London.1967.

RS EREREE S S5 AR B == == =R = e



. (PTEV-YAL) (ol el junall 2 (g puall ZSMal| -
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ed.S.Eitrem and L.Amundsen. Oslo. 1931. Il
ed.S.Eitrem and L.Aminsen.oslo 1936.
P.Oslo.inv.1026.=Listofdelinquent taxpayers.ed.Martha
H.de Kat

Elias-sen Sympolae Osloenses. Vol LI 1976.pp.145-54.
p.Oxy.=TheOxyrhnchusPapyri,ed.B.P.Grenfell,
A.S.Huntand

others.London. 1898.in progress 52 vols 1984.
P.0O.xy.Hels.=CommentationesHumanarum(fiftyOxyrhn
chusPapyri)

ed.H.Zilliacus and others. Helsinky. 1979.
P.Paris.=Notices et textes des Pypyrus grecs du Musee
du Louver et de la Bibliotique Imperiale (Notices et
extraits des manuscrits de la Bibl. Imperiale et autres
bibl.18.2) ed J.A.Letronne, W.Brunet de Presle and E.
Egger.Paris. 1865.

P.Petaus. Des Archive des Petaus. Ed.U.Hagedorn, D
Hagedorn,

L.c.youtie and H.C.youtie. Cologne and Oplden 1969.
P.Petrie.=TheFlindersPetriePapyri,Dublin.led.).P.Mahaf
fy.1891.(Royal Irish Academy, Cunningham Memories.
No VIII.) .1l ed.Mahaffy. 1893. Il ed.J.P. Mahaffy and
J.G. Smyly.1905.
P.Phil.=PapyrusdePhiladelphia,ed.J.Scherer.Cairo1947(
Publ.Soc.

Found I)

P.Princeton.= PaPyri in the Princeton university
Collections. | ed.A.C. Johnson and H.B. van Hoesen.
Baltimore. 1931.(the Johns Hopkins University Studies
in Archaelogy No. X).Il ed.E.H.Kase, Jr. Princenton
1936 (Princeton University Studies in Papyrology
No.1).11l ed.A.C. Johnson and S.P. Goodrich. Princeton.
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ed. T.Rein
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* Buildings of Justinian. (London 1886)
* De Bello vandalico - English Translation By
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» The Secret History, Trans. By Dewing (London 1969).
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English Translation
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1. La Geographie De L'egypt Copte (Paris 1893) 2.
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2. Vie de Samuel De kalamoun (Mem. Miss .Arch
France . Du Caire Iv ,2)
« Arnold :
The End Of The Byzantine Empire (d .m. Nicol 1979)
e Aussaresses, F:
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* Bell ,H.I:
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2. Egypt and The Byzantine Empair (London 1920)
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