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Exiles in Egypt, the era of the Mamluk Sultans:
Damietta as a model
648-923 H. / 1250-1517 AD
Ahraf Muhammad Anas
Faculty of Arts — Mansura University- Egypt.
Email: ashrafanas2002@yahoo.com
Abstract:
During the Mamlukids' era, the exile punishment was
imposed without a juridical verdict, but by the Sultans'
decrees, or through the de facto ruler in the state. This exile
was enforced for several reason mostly political, which
reflects the nature of Muamluk rule, who rely on fights and
competition for power.
This paper will not examine the exile as punishment and its
reasons, but rather will illustrate the degrees of exile
punishment, and the cities utilized by the Mamluk sultans
as a place of exile, weather these cities were in Egypt or
Syria or Hejaz, within the Mamluk sultanate.
At the same time, it will focus mainly on Egyptian cities,
especially Damietta. This will not be a mere description but
rather an attempt to answer the most significant question,
I.e. what are the variances between these cities in their
function as exile places? Was the exile punishment was
merely deportation?. If so the case, why the exile was
mainly towards Egyptian cities as a place of exile?
Key words: exile - Damietta - prison - Alexandria -
banished princes - restriction - freedom of movement.
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