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Caesarea and the markets of Tlemcen in the Zian
period
(633-962 A.H./1235-1554 A.D.)
Ibrahim Farghal Mohammed.
Department of History and Islamic Civilization, Faculty of
Dar Al Uloom, Fayoum University, Arab Republic of
Egypt.
Email: ifm00@fayoum.edu.egAbstract
Abstract: City of Tlemcen is famous for the diversity of its
markets and its commercial activities during the ancient
era, due to its distinguished location with
the presence of a new road network for transport within
Central Maghreb, facilitating the commercial caravans
moving in and out, and therefore it can be said that the
economic prosperity of the Tlemcen reached its peak
during this period.
In this research study, everything related to the city markets
Is presented during that important period of its history, in
terms of examining the types of markets, their organization
and control. As well as the exchange of goods within them,
the most important products offered, their prices, the used
balances, the costs and other activities related to the
marketing processes.
It can be said that one of the aims of this research is to draw
a picture of what was happening in the markets of Tlemcen,
its commercial activities and the various commodities
thereof.
And it is logical to imagine that the economic situation
within the market provides a clear picture of the politics of
the Sultans and their attitudes as markets represent the
extent of level and prosperity of the state. Clearly, when it
is full of commodities and goods it is a positive sign in the
movement of buying and selling, and an indication of the
boom of the economy. However, the stagnation of the
markets is an indication of the disruption of living
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conditions, financial problems and other things in the
country.

Given the economic importance of markets, the Muslim
Arabs granted them patronage and the interest regarding the
goods in these markets and of those who intend them from
the merchants, thus reflecting the degree of trade
specifically and economic life in general.

Also, markets are considered one of the vital and necessary
facilities for any country and their importance is not limited
to being a place for the exchange of goods and benefits, but
rather it reflects interactions between various social
elements, frequented daily by the public; the private, the
young and the old women and men as markets have been
the mainstay of economic life in the Tlemcen city in the
Zian period.

Keywords. Tlemcen - Zian period — Caesarea - markets
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