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Narrative Techniques and Their Influence in the
Growth of the Hero's Character and the Development
of the Incidents: A Reading in the Collection of Ghada
Al-Samman's Stories ""Your Eyes are my Destiny™".

- Islam Mohamed EI- Sebaey Radwan

- Lecturer of literature in the Department of Basic Sciences
- Faculty of Education for early Childhood- Damanhur
University - Arab Republic of Egypt.

Email: dr.islamradwan@kgr.dmu.edu.eg

Abstract: Writing a literary narrative text, according to the
writer Ghada Al-Samman (1942), subjects to special tech-
niques in literary writing, and the conceptual vision is
based on trying to tackle and understand the Arab man's is-
sues (male and female) as well as the psychological, social
and political burdens of the society and the Arab world, in a
style that suits her conceptual and literary direction and al-
So suits the ordinary reader and the public.

Naming her collection of stories as “Your Eyes are
my Destiny” came as a projection and a symbol of the writ-
er's suffering and her axial characters; it is a projection on
the Arabic society with its traditions stretching to the
homeland with its burdens and problems. Al-Samman sub-
jects her heroes to the collective at the end and the oppres-
sion of the individual, except for rare. The writer resorted
to writing in the form of a short story to deliver her aims
behind her collection of stories, as it represents a message
for the recipient aiming at influencing him. Then, the writer
depended on certain narrative techniques in her writing to
step on the issued issues in her collection of stories which
varied in issues which concern the individual and others
which concern the society and the homeland. The most im-
portant of these techniques are (the monologue “the internal
monologue” — the flashback — the axial hero — symbolism).

The pre-mentioned narrative techniques embodied
the story inside the collection of stories as the writer shows
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her private suffering in her Arabic society through project-
ing such suffering on her characters. Thus, she resorted to
the axial character to simplify being loaded by ideas and
views, and mostly this character is a female. She also re-
sorted to the technique of the monologue and the flashback,
as she shows a burdened character. Thus, she needed to re-
veal her inner soul through the monologue and by cutting
time through the flashback to step on the reasons behind
her suffering, and symbolism then was a supporting tech-
nique that influenced the growth and the development of
the hero's character to reach the aspired aims behind the
work of art.

This research was a trial to examine Al-Samman's lit-
erature as one of the most important writers in the Arab
world and to know its most important features and to grasp
some of its literary arts. Hence, the idea of this research
centered around knowing the most eminent narrative tech-
niques of Al-Samman's collection of stories “Your Eyes are
my Destiny”, which helped in the growth of the hero's
character and the development of the incidents and how the
writer employed them to serve other social, psychological
and political purposes to highlight the problems of the Ar-
ab world and put them in the face of the reader and the so-
ciety subjected to these problems through reading the col-
lection of stories “Your Eyes are my Destiny”. The current
study depended on the thematic criticism approach for its
ability to pursue the techniques and the semantic units
found in this collection of stories.

Key Words: Narrative techniques: (Monologue — flash-
back — the axial hero- symbolism ...) — thematic criticism —
Ghada Al-Samman — Your Eyes are my Destiny.
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