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U.S. Position on the Italian Parliamentary Elections of
April 1948

Ahmed Abd EI Sayed Ibrahim EI Alfy

Department of Social Sciences — Faculty of Education —
Damanhour University — Egypt.

Email: D_a_abdelsyed@edu.dmu.edu.eg
Abstract: The present research investigates the U.S.
position in confronting the communist extension in the
post-World War Il years in Italy, as leftist parties have
begun to grow stronger in Italy, threatening to take over
complete control of the government. The United States,
therefore, set its goals not to allow Italy to fall under
communist control, because this threatens American
interests in Europe and the region in general. The United
States started to set the axes of its policy in Italy to prevent
the parties of the Popular Front (Italian Communist Party
and Italian Socialist Party) from controlling the parliament
in April 1948 elections, and then controlling the
government. This is why the United States began to provide
support to the Christian Democratic Party government,
headed by De Gasperi and the main anti-communist parties.
This support was represented in the military aid of the
Italian armed forces in order for resisting any communist
attempt to control the government by force. Similarly, the
most important areas of support for the Italian government
were economic assistance, especially in the light of the
economic difficulties that Italy was suffering during that
period. Hence, the United States provided loans, food aid
and facilities to the Italian government, particularly during
the election period. At the same time, the US National
Security Council was preparing plans to face any
communist attempt to control the rule in lItaly, before
elections or after elections. Additionally, plans are made in
case the Communist Party participates in the Italian
government or communist domination over the government
by legal means. In the same period, the US ensured that
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France and the United Kingdom supported its policy in
Italy, and supported the Italian government. The United
States launched an anti-communist propaganda campaign,
by urging the Catholic Church to attack the Popular Front
parties during the elections. It also encouraged a campaign
of “Messages from America,” through which messages
from Italian-Americans were sent to their relatives and
friends in Italy to urge them to vote for the anti-communist
parties. The Communist Party and the Soviet Union tried to
counter the American moves, but the election results came
in favor of anti-communist parties, which represented a
success for the US policy of intervention to prevent the
communist extension in Western Europe.

Keywords: USA — ltaly — the Communist Party — Soviet
Union.
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Memorandum of Conversation, by the Director of the Office of (V)
European Affairs (Matthews), Washington, June 3, 1947,
) No0.865.51/6-447, FRUS, 1947.

Sla¥ ae Lgiga) sl Tk 4l sasiall Y ol ) 8 VA £Y ale 80U e Adad (%)
Wl 5 sl S gy 5¥) Jsall (3 Ao sl il s (ala®¥) aall 5 o i gual
La il s leie ool L il sall 3 ) 5o Jaghaas At a3 )0 OAS 8 (L g
ap Lag Cpen Gl MAA" JSG (B VEY g B Ui zoss o SieY)
Gyl Hlee) 3ale ) ddad e 3 5le ERP Gl gall 0 ) ga Jasadi ddad iS5 dandy
LgysY¥) Jsall ¥ 90 Sl VY e i Le Caedig 1 90) e N VAEY e (e
D)8 (3485 5 (galaBY) agilat 8 daalial) ) Corgy S5 o jall (a3 puatall
Ahadll e 3 3l Lol Jeo Cacad y o i gud) AV e ks caad | uland)
& O ) fiae (S5 VLY sl By Al Lol ) Al L dagea s a3 3l
@ael ly «OEEC "oy abaiy) (el dakiia ddaall dliall ikl
I sal 300y Aadaia a5 COECD Awaiill 5 (gabaBy) () slail) dalaias day Lasd Lgisans
Dimitri A. Sotiropoulos, “International Aid to Southern .JWijl ddaa
Europe in the Early Postwar Period: The Cases of Greece and Italy”,
The Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social
Science, Vol.656, (November, 2014), p. 31.
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The Secretary of State to the Embassy in Italy, Washington, June ()
6, 1947, No. 865.00/6-647, FRUS, 1947.

Memorandum of Conversation, by the Director of the Office of (V)
European Affairs (Matthews), Washington, July 9, 1947, No. 840.50
Recovery/7-647, FRUS, 1947.
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Report by the National Security Council, Washington, November (Y)
14,1947, NSC 1/1, FRUS, 1948.
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The Acting Secretary of State to the Embassy in Italy, Washington, (V)
November 29, 1947 -2 p.m., No. 811.2365/11-2847, FRUS, 1948.

The Secretary of the Air Force (Symington) to the Secretary of State, (Y)

Washington, December 3, 1947, No. 811.2365/12-347, FRUS, 1948.

The Military Attaché in Italy (Willems) to the Intelligence (V)

Division, Office of the Chief of Staff, United States Army, Rome,
December 9, 1947, No. 811.2365/12-947, FRUS, 1948.
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Memorandum by the Deputy Director of the Office of Near ()
Eastern and African Affairs (Satterthwaite) to the Deputy Director of
the Office of European Affairs (Reber), Washington, December 5,
1947, No. 811.2365/12-247, FRUS, 1948.

The Acting Secretary of State to the Embassy in ltaly, (V)
Washington, December 5, 1947, No. 865.24/10-947, FRUS, 1948.
The Ambassador in Italy (Dunn) to the Secretary of State, Rome, (V)
December 5, 1947, No. 811.2365/12-547, FRUS, 1948.
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The Acting Secretary of State to the Embassy in Italy, (V)
Washington, December 9, 1947, No. 811.2365/12-547, FRUS, 1948.
Memorandum by the Secretary of Defense (Forrestal) to the (Y)
Secretary of State, Washington, December 11, 1947, No. 865.24/12—
1147, FRUS, 1948.

Memorandum by the Director, Plans and Operations, General (Y)
Staff, U.S. Army (Norstad) to the Secretary of State, Washington,
December 13, 1947, No. 865.24/12-1347, FRUS, 1948.
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Memorandum by the Acting Director of the Office of European (V)
Affairs (Reber) to the Acting Secretary of State, Washington,
December 16, 1947, No. FW 865.24/12-1347, FRUS, 1948; Report
by the State—-Army-Navy-Air Force Coordinating Subcommittee,
Washington, January 16, 1948, No. SWNCC Files, Lot 52M45,
SANACC390, FRUS, 1948.

The Ambassador in Italy (Dunn) to the Secretary of State, Rome, (Y)
December 27, 1947, No. 865.20/12-2747, FRUS, 1948.
Memorandum by the Executive Secretary, National Security (Y)
Council (Souers) to President Truman, Washington, February 12,
1948, No. S/IS-NSC Files, Lot 63D351, NSC, FRUS, 1948.
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President Truman to the Secretary of Defense (Forrestal), (V)
Washington, March 10, 1948, No. 865.24/3-148, FRUS, 1948.

The Secretary of the Army (Royall) to the Secretary of State, (V)
Washington, March 10, 1948, No. 865.24/3-148, FRUS, 1948.
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Files, Lot 63D351, NSC, FRUS, 1948.
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The Secretary of State to the Embassy in Italy, Washington, (V)
March 12, 1948, No. 865.24/3-1248, FRUS, 1948.
The Secretary of State to the Embassy in Italy, Washington, (V)
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The Ambassador in Italy (Dunn) to the Secretary of State, Rome, March (V)
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The Secretary of State to the Embassy in Italy, Washington, March 24, (Y)
1948, No. 865.00/3-1848, FRUS, 1948.

The Ambassador in Italy (Dunn) to the Secretary of State, Rome, (V)

January 29, 1948, No. 365.1115/1-2948, FRUS, 1948.

The Acting Secretary of State to the Embassy in Italy, Washington, (£)
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the 1948 Soviet Peace Offensive”, Diplomatic History, Vol. 5, No. 1,
(winter, 1981), p.80, 81.
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Foreign Relation of 4Sia¥ Lo Wl 315y de sana [{

:United States (FRUS)
The Secretary of State to the Embassy in Italy,
Washington, May 1, 1947, No. 865.248/4-2147, FRUS,
1947.
The Ambassador in Italy (Dunn) to the Secretary of
State, Rome, May 3, 1947, No0.865.00/5-347, FRUS,
1947.
Memorandum of Conversation, by the Appointed
Ambassador to Italy (Dunn), Washington, January 6,
1947, No. 865.50/1-647, FRUS, 1947.
The Ambassador in Italy (Dunn) to the Secretary of
State, Rome, May 7, 1947, No. 865.51/5-747, FRUS,
1947.
The Ambassador in Italy (Dunn) to the Secretary of
State, Rome, May 7, 1947- midnight, No. 865.51/5-747,
FRUS, 1947.
The Ambassador in Italy (Dunn) to the Secretary of
State, Rome, May 28, 1947- 8 p.m., No. 865.00/5-2847,
FRUS, 1947.
Memorandum by the Director of the Office of Financial
and Development Policy (Ness) to the Secretary of
State, Washington, June 3, 1947, No. FW 865.00/5-
2847, FRUS, 1947,
Memorandum of Conversation, by the Director of the
Office of European Affairs (Matthews), Washington,
June 3, 1947, N0.865.51/6-447, FRUS, 1947.
The Secretary of State to the Embassy in Italy,
Washington, June 6, 1947, No. 865.00/6-647, FRUS,
1947.
Memorandum of Conversation, by the Director of the
Office of European Affairs (Matthews), Washington,
July 9, 1947, No. 840.50 Recovery/7-647, FRUS, 1947.
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Memorandum by the Acting Director of the Office of
European Affairs (Reber) to the Acting Secretary of
State, Washington, November 28, 1947, No. 865.00/11-
2847, FRUS, 1947,

Report by the National Security Council, Washington,
November 14, 1947, NSC 1/1, FRUS, 1948.

The Ambassador in Italy (Dunn) to the Secretary of
State, Rome, December 17, 1947- 4 p.m., No.
865.5045/12-1747, FRUS, 1948.

Report by the National Security Council, Washington,
February 10, 1948, NSC 1/2, FRUS, 1948.

The Acting Secretary of State to the Secretary of the
Army (Royall), Washington, November 28, 1947,
740.00119 Control (Italy)/11-2847, FRUS, 1948.

The Acting Secretary of State to the Embassy in Italy,
Washington, November 29, 1947 -2 p.m., No.
811.2365/11-2847, FRUS, 1948.

The Secretary of the Air Force (Symington) to the
Secretary of State, Washington, December 3, 1947, No.
811.2365/12-347, FRUS, 1948.

The Military Attaché in Italy (Willems) to the
Intelligence Division, Office of the Chief of Staff,
United States Army, Rome, December 9, 1947, No.
811.2365/12-947, FRUS, 1948.

Memorandum by the Deputy Director of the Office of
Near Eastern and African Affairs (Satterthwaite) to the
Deputy Director of the Office of European Affairs
(Reber), Washington, December 5, 1947, No.
811.2365/12-247, FRUS, 1948.

The Acting Secretary of State to the Embassy in Italy,
Washington, December 5, 1947, No. 865.24/10-947,
FRUS, 1948.

The Ambassador in Italy (Dunn) to the Secretary of
State, Rome, December 5, 1947, No. 811.2365/12-547,
FRUS, 1948.
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The Acting Secretary of State to the Embassy in Italy,
Washington, December 9, 1947, No. 811.2365/12-547,
FRUS, 1948.

Memorandum by the Secretary of Defense (Forrestal) to
the Secretary of State, Washington, December 11, 1947,
No. 865.24/12-1147, FRUS, 1948.

Memorandum by the Director, Plans and Operations,
General Staff, U.S. Army (Norstad) to the Secretary of
State, Washington, December 13, 1947, No. 865.24/12—
1347, FRUS, 1948.

Memorandum by the Acting Director of the Office of
European Affairs (Reber) to the Acting Secretary of
State, Washington, December 16, 1947, No. FW
865.24/12-1347, FRUS, 1948; Report by the State—
Army—Navy-Air Force Coordinating Subcommittee,
Washington, January 16, 1948, No. SWNCC Files, Lot
52M45, SANACC390, FRUS, 1948.

The Ambassador in Italy (Dunn) to the Secretary of
State, Rome, December 27, 1947, No. 865.20/12-2747,
FRUS, 1948.

Memorandum by the Executive Secretary, National
Security Council (Souers) to President Truman,
Washington, February 12, 1948, No. S/S-NSC Files,
Lot 63D351, NSC, FRUS, 1948.

President Truman to the Secretary of Defense
(Forrestal), Washington, March 10, 1948, No. 865.24/3—
148, FRUS, 1948,

The Secretary of the Army (Royall) to the Secretary of
State, Washington, March 10, 1948, No. 865.24/3-148,
FRUS, 1948.

Memorandum by the Joint Chiefs of Staff for the
Secretary of Defense (Forrestal), Washington, March
10, 1948, No. S/S-NSC Files, Lot 63D351, NSC,
FRUS, 1948.
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The Ambassador in Italy (Dunn) to the Secretary of
State, Rome, March 12, 1948, No. 865.24/3-1248,
FRUS, 1948.

The Secretary of State to the Embassy in Italy,
Washington, March 12, 1948, No. 865.24/3-1248,
FRUS, 1948.

The Secretary of State to the Embassy in Italy,
Washington, March 13, 1948, No. 865.24/3-1348,
FRUS, 1948.

The Ambassador in Italy (Dunn) to the Secretary of
State, Rome, March 18, 1948, No. 865.24/3-1848,
FRUS, 1948.

Report by the National Security Council, Washington,
November 14, 1947, No. NSC 1/1, FRUS, 1948.

The Acting Secretary of State to the Embassy in Italy,
Washington, December 6, 1947, No. 800.4S FRP/12—
647, FRUS, 1948.

The Ambassador in Italy (Dunn) to the Secretary of
State, Rome, December 9, 1947, No. 800.48 FRP/12—
947, FRUS, 1948.

The Acting Secretary of State to the Embassy in Italy,
December 30, 1947, No. 800.48 FAA/12-3047, FRUS,
1948.

The Acting Secretary of State to the Embassy in Italy,
Washington, December 1, 1947, No. 800.48 FRP/11-
2447, FRUS, 1948.

The Ambassador in Italy (Dunn) to the Secretary of
State, Rome, February 7, 1948, No. 865.00/2-748,
FRUS, 1948.

Memorandum of Conversation, by the Assistant
Secretary for Economic Affairs (Thorp), Washington,
April 7, 1948, No. 865.5018/4-748, FRUS, 1948.

The Secretary of State to the Embassy in Italy,
Washington, February 4, 1948, No. 800.48 FAA/12—
3147, FRUS, 1948.
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Report by the National Security Council, Washington,
March 8, 1948, No. S/S-NSC Files, Lot 63D351, NSC
1, FRUS, 1948.

The Director of the Policy Planning Staff (Kennan) to
the Secretary of State, Manila, March 15, 1948, No.
761.00/3-1548, FRUS, 1948.

Memorandum Prepared in the Department of State,
Washington, March 15, 1948, No. 840.50 Recovery/3—
1548, FRUS, 1948.

The Ambassador in Italy (Dunn) to the Secretary of
State, Rome, March 16, 1948, No. 840.50 Recovery/3—
1648, FRUS, 1948.

The Secretary of State to the Embassy in Italy,
Washington, March 24, 1948, No. 865.00/3-1848,
FRUS, 1948.

The Ambassador in Italy (Dunn) to the Secretary of
State, Rome, January 29, 1948, No. 365.1115/1-2948,
FRUS, 1948.

The Acting Secretary of State to the Embassy in Italy,
Washington, April 16, 1948, No. 365.1115/3-2548,
FRUS, 1948.

The Ambassador in Italy (Dunn) to the Secretary of
State, Rome, March 31, 1948, No. 365.1115/3-3148,
FRUS, 1948.

The Secretary of State to the Embassy in London,
Washington, March 2, 1948, No. 865.00/2-2548, FRUS,
1948.

The Ambassador in France (Caffery) to the Secretary of
State, Paris, March 3, 1948, No. 865.00/3-348, FRUS,
1948.

Memorandum of Conversation, by the Assistant
Secretary of State for Political Affairs (Armour),
Washington, February 18, 1948, No. 865.00/2-1848,
FRUS, 1948.
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The Ambassador in Great Britain (Douglas) to the
Secretary of State, London, March 6, 1948, No.
865.00/3-648, FRUS, 1948.

The Ambassador in Italy (Dunn) to the Secretary of
State, Rome, March 17, 1948, No. 865.00/3-1748,
FRUS, 1948.

Mr. J. Graham Parsons, Assistant to the Personal
Representative of President Truman to Pope Pius XIlI, to
the Secretary of State, Washington, December 11, 1947,
No. 865.00/12-1147, FRUS, 1948.

The Charge in Italy (Byington) to the Secretary of State,
January 28, 1948, No. 811.911/1-2848, FRUS, 1948.
The Ambassador in Italy (Dunn) to the Secretary of
State, Rome, March 5, 1948, No. 811.911/3-548,
FRUS, 1948.

The Ambassador in Italy (Dunn) to the Secretary of
State, Rome, June 16, 1948, No. 865.00/6-1648, FRUS,
1948.

The Ambassador in Italy (Dunn) to the Secretary of
State, Rome, January 12, 1948, No. 865.00/1-1248,
FRUS, 1948.

The Ambassador in Italy (Dunn) to the Secretary of
State, Rome, January 21, 1948, No. 865.00/1-2148,
FRUS, 1948.

The Ambassador in Italy (Dunn) to the Secretary of
State, Rome, March 10, 1948, No. 865.00/3-1048,
FRUS, 1948.

The Ambassador in Italy (Dunn) to the Secretary of
State, Rome, March 20, 1948, No. 711.00/3-2048,
FRUS, 1948.

The Ambassador in Italy (Dunn) to the Secretary of
State, Rome, March 22, 1948, No. 865.00/3-2248,
FRUS, 1948.

The Ambassador in Italy (Dunn) to the Secretary of
State, Rome, April 7, 1948, No. 865.00/4-748, FRUS,
1948.
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- The Ambassador in Italy (Dunn) to the Secretary of
State, April 8, 1948, No. 840.50 Recovery/4-848,

FRUS, 1948.

- Memorandum of Conversation, by the Director of the
Office of European Affairs (Hickerson), Washington,

April 27, 1948, No. 865.00/4-2748, FRUS, 1948.
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