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Feminist Accountability. A critical study of Arab proverbs
in light of the idea of feminism
Saber Mohammed Al-Sayed Gweli
Assistant Professor of Criticism and Rhetoric, Department
of Arabic Language - Alexandria Literature
Email: saber.geweely@alexu.edu.eg
Abstract: "Feminism™ is a doctrine, or a post-modern
monetary trend, has a clear presence in the second half of
the twentieth century and in the past of the twenty-first
century. It based on the basic principle that women have
their own creative and cultural specificity, in literature and
criticism, in terms of creativity and receiving mechanisms.
They also study her as a "subject" of literature. So, we are
in front of a triangle of attention, its sides: the woman
producing literature, the recipient woman, specially the
critical recipient, and the subject woman.
Then there is a second original principle that they have, that
IS women are oppressed, and they are "marginalized"
socially and culturally, deliberately marginalized, in a
historical cosmological conspiracy, its threads are woven
by titans of male societies, to centralize the man in
everything, and reduce the woman to the margin whenever
they found a way to do so.

The most important principles and terminology of
women is "gender" which translated as "social type" and
they distinguish between it and the term "sex" on the
grounds that the latter is a matter of biological membership
issue while the "gender" refers to the roles that societies
assign to each men and women. The feminists are in this
term saying that the difference between men and women is
made by both culture and ideology not an inevitable
biological result and "intersectional”, refers to The
intersection of various colors of injustice in marginalized
social classes, so that the concepts of race, class and gender
combine to explain the suffering of black women in
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America being judged because of their color, sexuality and
class at the same time.

This research tries to put feminist theoretical ideas on
the line of practical application in a descriptive, analytical
approach based on the near-perfect extrapolation of
proverbs about women in 120 books of the old Arab
proverbs that contained over eleven thousand proverbs
following the ones regarding women a proverb after
another, From the first time it's mentioned in the oldest
book to the most recent and recent.

The goal of all this is the historical tracking of
phenomena and ideas and placing feminist perceptions of
Arab women literature, and the relations between them, on
the basis of neutral scientific research. The researcher will
try this on two axes: First, tracing the attitude towards
women - as portrayed by proverbs — historically. From the
pre-Islamic era, to the beginning of Islam, then the
Umayyad era ... and so on. The second axis: balancing the
two positions of these proverbs on women and men in
terms of the attributes that affixed to each of them.
Negative traits, then positive traits, twenty negative ones
and six positives, to see to what extent Arab culture was
biased towards men and against women, as the feminists
say. Naturally, the number of negative characteristics is
greater, because we are in the process of discussing an
accusation of bias against women and attaching every
deficiency to her.

And choosing proverbs in particular as a scope for
research has justifications, including their centrality and
their fame in our Arab culture, from the pre-Islamic era
until now, and that they are cultural icons rich with levels
of significance and important literary texts that deserve to
be studied in terms of the linguistic fabric, as they are
studied for their cultural implications. Proverbs are the
oldest means of literary expression, and they paint a clear
picture of the face of the Arab nation and its ways of life,
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reveals the depths of the soul of the ancient Arab and
represents it to the world around it that is why it was
welcomed by the entire Arab nation, regardless of its
cultural and inclinations. And we, in the context of cultural
criticism, need to have access to everything that is central
to the culture under study. In order for the results to be
honest expressing the contents of that culture, or the
"Embedded cultural formats"” if we want to express it in
the language of the people.

Key words: contemporary literary criticism - cultural
criticism - feminism - gender - intersection - Abdullah Al-
Ghadhami - ancient Arabic literature - Arab proverbs - Al-
Jahiz - daughter of lettuce - Al-Zubaa - Zarga Al-Yamamah
- Al-Khansa.
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