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Administration of horse affairs (Khitat al-Khail) in
Andalusia during the Umayyad period

Abdel Halim Ali Ramadan Douim
Assistant Professor of Islamic History - College of Arts -
Mansoura University
Email: dhlim83@yahoo.com
The horse had a unique significance in the Arab milieu; since it was
the furthermost powerful weapon in warfare, and the most popular
means of transportation and plowing; farther, it was also an
adornment adopted by members of high classes, rulers, and sultans.
The Arabs gave horses a very special care.
Thus, the choice of the theme of " Khitat al-Khail " to be the focus of
this study. In view of his administrative and military importance, the
person in charge of this administration is known as the "Sahib al-
Khail”, and his task is to supervise horse affairs and related
equipment and training, and to select and classify good breeds. This
administration was one of the important administrative sectors in the
Umayyad state in Andalusia.
This administration also had a major role in the military organization
of the Andalusian army, by suppling the army with its needs from
horses and other animals. It also provides the army with special
trained cavalry teams that carry out special operations known as “al-
‘Urafaa’ the elites. This unit’s tasks were to provide personal
protection to the persons of the ruling family, being alert and ready at
any time in an emergency; In addition, it should be caring for the
cavalry in Andalusia through training and parades.
The study reached several results: The “Khitat al-Khail” appeared
since the reign of al-Hakam al-Rabadi, and the horse administration
leader had a great role in guarding and securing the members of
ruling family and securing them. His executive privileges were
varying and wide in Andalusia was numerous, as he had a major
military and administrative role.
Also, it became clear from the study that the Khtat al-Khail is
administrative sector, but its leaders were from the military leaders.
The position of the Sahib al-Khail in Andalusia lies directly after the
position of the city mayor “Sahib al-Madinah” in the administrative
ladder in the Umayyad state in terms of importance and prestige.
Key words: Horse - Knights - Plans - Training - Andalusia - Show.
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- Joagain Vallve : La Agriculture en Al-Andalus¢
Qantara¢ VVol.« I«

Madrid« 1982.
- Joagain Vallve:” De nuevosobre Bobastro” ,AL-
Andalus, Vol. XXX.1965.
- Leopoldo Torre Balbas: Bab al-suuda y Las Zudas de
La Espna oriental Al-Andalus, Vol, XVII, 1952
- Provencal (Levi): Histoire de I'Espagne Musulmane«
Tome 3¢ Paris« 1967 .
- Dozy, R. : Spanish Islam, London, 1913.
Vease tambien: Maria Rosa Liarte Alcaine: EL gobierno
de ALAndalus “ Revista de Claseshistoria .N.154, 2010.
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