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Military Bases Agreement in 1947

Between the USA and the Philippines
Wail Mohammed Mahmoud Ali El-Refae
Assistant professor of Modern History- Faculty of Arts-King
Faisal University.
Email: wael.m.elrefae@gmail.com
Abstract: This paper examines the 1947 Military Bases Agreement
between the United States of America and Philippines, which
constitutes a true interpretation of the state of accord between the two
countries, and their common desire to achieve shared interests.
While the Philippines was seeking independence from the United
States of America in mid of 1930s; the Japanese threat was growing
in the Far East region, thus Philippines seemed to the United States of
America as the first line of defence in the face of Japanese ambitions.
Consequently, The United States of America arranged defence
arrangements with Philippines to establish new military bases; Until
the Japanese attack on their lands in 1941 AD.
The two countries had mutual interests grown greatly after the
success of the United States of America in dismissing the Japanese
presence from the Philippine lands in 1945; thus a new stage in the
relations between the two countries commenced, which was
represented in commencement of negotiations for the military bases
agreement in 1947.
The negotiations on this agreement proved the success of the United
States of America in achieving several goals, through solving the
quarrelsome issues, to keep the kernel of the agreement, in order to
serve the American objectives, and, at the same time, convince the
Filipinos of the importance of the Us Basses to preserve their
security, as well as to eliminate the feature of American hegemony on
their lands.
The Military Bases Agreement signed in 1947 did not face any real
opposition at the official and popular levels, due to the Philippine
desire to acquire American protection in the face of external dangers,
and ensure their continuous existence on focus of US attention.
Key words: agreement, strategy, negotiations, military capabilities,
expansionist ambitions, agreements, convergence, positions, common
interests.
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