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Hunger and Epidemics in Andalusia and its implications in

the Light of the Arabic Sources from 138-422C E to 756-

1031 AH
shaymaa Abdul Hamid Al-Banna
Lecturer, Department of History, Faculty of Arts, Damanhour
University, Egypt.
Email: shaymaa.elbana@art.dmu.edu.eg
Abstract: A large part of these events - plagues and famines - is a
divine message addressed by God to mankind to hear their call
and their voices, the summary of this message is that a person
pauses himself for a while and takes it back. In order to meditate
on the matter, and to reach the abundance of his thinking and the
length of his contemplation of the real reason behind all this,
namely, his negligence and negligence in the side of his Creator
and the right of his provider and master, and by this he has
confessed all his sins as a confession that leads him to beseech
God--, and to beg Him A request for his salvation is - plagues and
famines - a warning bell for humanity, then God accepts him,
pardons and pardons him.

Also, this topic is one of the life and fateful issues that we live
in. As it entails the fate of humanity or an entire nation in that
critical period; They are a type of serious threat to food security,
especially for the young, as they control the nation’s behavior and
dealings.

These events are considered a difficult and cruel experience that
nations have gone through throughout the ages, and they have a
very great impact on everything that surrounds mankind, and the
greatest impact was on the bad psychological state of humanity.
The catastrophe lies in the fact that the psychological impact has
neither an audible voice nor a palpable breath, because it is a
special need for the inner soul of the person, and the soul does not
speak in contrast to the organic complaint, but we can translate the
psychological state of the person through his words and actions, as
it reveals that psychological state. The psychological does not
disappear without forgetfulness or the demise of its causes, and
this is what most of the princes and caliphs of the Umayyad state
did, seeking to eliminate famines and epidemics and eliminate any
trace of them. Therefore, mental illness is more severe than
organic disease.
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The negative psychological impact of famines and epidemics in
that period was not for the public, as it had a great impact on the
princes and caliphs, and therefore they were striving to find
solutions to the extent that they made some statesmen, such as
scholars and jurists, devote their efforts to alleviate the people in
multiple ways.

If we look at this issue, we find that epidemics and famines are
two events that go hand in hand, after every famine an epidemic
occurs, and after every epidemic there occurs famine and the result
for them is the same, which is fear, panic and horror because of
their dangerous impact that threatens humanity, poverty and
disease, and this story often ends with death.

The impact of famines and epidemics was not limited to
psychological impact alone; It had a political, economic and social
impact as well, but the psychological impact had greater luck and
the most dangerous impact.

Famine is a dangerous social phenomenon whose existence
corrupts and destroys society. Because of its consequences such as
thefts and other things, and therefore the ways for Muslims to get
rid of famines and their psychological consequences are many,
including prayer, supplication, supplication to God, charity and
spending, and sometimes they found the solution in immigration
and other times in establishing relations with neighboring
countries and also inventing and inventing methods of storage ...

Andalusia during the period of the Umayyad state in Andalusia
(138 AH - 422 AH / 756 AD - 1031 AD) suffered from several
multi-faceted crises that began during the reign of Abd al-Rahman
al-Dakhil and ended during the reign of Hisham al-Muayyad.
Economic crises and this disrupts economic life. And what
worsened the situation many times in Andalusia during that period
was the occurrence of famines and the subsequent occurrence of
epidemics, and what made matters worse for contemporary
misfortune all this of sedition, revolutions and wars; Which caused
an actual crisis in the country and we will talk about that in detail.
Key words: famine - epidemic - drought - dropsy - psychological
impact - plague - Abdul Rahman Al-Nasser - rain retention.
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