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The potential multiplicity of complete direct-speech
relatedness: A stylistic approach to comments
complementary to direct speech

Ali Ramadan Al-Bayoumi
Assistant Professor, Grammar, Morphology and Presentation,
Faculty of Dar Al Uloom, Fayoum University, Egypt.

Email: arb0OO@fayoum.edu.e

Abstract: This article examines (complete) relatedness and
nonrelatedness of (direct) speech in the Qur’an when making
comments complementary to direct speech. It employs the analytical
descriptive method to explore this issue by investigating the Qur’an’s
contextual and ambiguous ways of making comments complementary
to direct speech and the syntactic, semantic and paradoxical
repercussions they precipitate. Whenever a speaker utters two
(interrupted) sentences, complete relatedness is not achieved and the
speech must be resumed. Whenever a speaker utters one sentence, it
is ascribed to him, complete relatedness is achieved and the
narratorial comment is resumed afterwards. For example, if you say:
“People say: ‘Oppression is a calamity and injustice to people is its
nidus and nest, and oppressors would see whom the (bad)
consequences would befall.””, the utterance ‘oppressors would see’
may be part of the direct speech, being coordinated to the utterance
‘Oppression is a calamity’ and thus the speech is continued but the
complete relatedness is not achieved. The same utterance may be a
narratorial comment supporting and confirming the preceding direct
speech of people, and thus completed relatedness ends with ‘its nidus
and nest’. A similar case from the Qur’an reads: “Whenever
Zachariah came in to (see) her in her sanctuary, he found provisions
therein. He asked, ‘Mary, from where have you got such provisions?’
She replied, ‘They are from God; God provides for whomever He
will unexpectedly boundlessly.”” The direct speech ‘God provides for
whomever He will unexpectedly boundlessly.” may be ascribed to
Mary as a complementary speech or to God as a narratorial comment
asserting her words, and the complete relatedness is achieved before
that. The objective of this study is trifold:

(1) relatedness and nonrelatedness as well as pause and resumption;
(2) parsability and non-parsability of sentences; and

(3) ascription of speech to a speaker rather than another.

Key words: complete / endowment / initiation / appendix /
sayings
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