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Munich Operation (Igrit and Kafr Bir‘em), September 1972
Naama Hassan Mohamed Al-Sayed Al-Bakr

Assistant Professor, Department of History, Faculty of
Arts, Ain Shams University, Egypt.

Email: nema.hassan@art.asu.edu.eg

Abstract: This study aims to shed light on the Munich
Operation in September 1972; Aftermath The expulsion of
the Palestinian Liberation Organization’s (PLO) from
Jordan severely In the early 1970’s, limited this group's
ability to launch cross-border operations into Israel. Thus,
the Fatah and Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine
(PFLP) factions, resorted to increasing its external activities
as a means to attack Israeli interests abroad, and they
sought to raise international awareness to the Palestinian
plight through an increasing number of violent Fedayeen
acts directed at both Jordanian and Israeli targets around
the world. One of the Fatah’s surreptitious branches,
known as the Black September Organization (BSO), was
established in 1971 to avenge Jordan’s massacres and
expulsion of Palestinians who were forced to flee to Syria
and Lebanon. Although this was their primary purpose,
BSO’s goals stretched beyond sole retribution. Yasser
Arafat and the Fatah had political aspirations that could not
be tainted with violence, and the BSO provided them an
avenue to demonstrate Palestinian power on an
international level through Revolutionary violence without
acknowledged involvement. In hopes of achieving that
goal, as well as securing the release of over 200 of their
compatriots in Israeli jails, BSO selected the 1972 Munich
Olympics to be their public stage. On September 5, 1972,
The Black September Organization Fedayeen attack the
Israeli compound the Olympic Village in Munich, seizing
nine members of the Israeli Olympic team and Killing two
others, they were achieving their goal by drawing the
world’s complete attention to the Palestinian cause. Failed
negotiations and rescue attempts resulted in the death of all
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11 Israeli hostages and five of the eight BSO members
involved in the attack, known as the Munich Massacre.
The purpose of this study is to examine The reasons that
prompted the leaders of Black September to carry out this
operation and to discuss its repercussions and consequences
at the Arab and international levels, And its repercussions
for the Arab-Israeli Conflict, and The Palestinian Cause as
well as the Israeli reactions to the operation represented in
the Israeli airstrikes on Syria and Lebanon and the
assassination campaign that it launched on the leaders of
the Palestinian resistance action, And to what extent this
campaign succeeded in deterring the Palestinian resistance
actions aftermath of the incident.

Key words: The Palestinian cause- Munich Massacre-
Black September Organization- Arab-Israeli Conflict- The
youth spring Operation- Operation Wrath of God-
Committee X- Fedayeen Operations- Fatah Movement-
Palestinian Liberation Organization.
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SSTO Publication ,2010,p.189;Reeve ,Simon, One Day in
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Publishing,2011,p.10;
5L g paall CriSallegyiall aalagy ala) oy talacfiisias dbaad V) Cundy e

49 5a ) AVY
AN ) ¢ Al (e b dshall asdl Elaalc gl wall s (Y)
Alalaally algall cJaiia arudg a))l Jiilage ¢ ©0a ¢ VAVY eV VY VeYaoal)
NET pacY o) glee sl sl ¢ e ja daa i oo Sl

N E10a (ol Glleally alusall (Jadia asiy ja9,b dilis (V)

(4)Laqueur, W., No End to War: Terrorism in the Twenty first
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(9)Foreign Relations of the United States,(Henceforth cited as
FRUS), 1969-1976, Vol. XXIII, Arab-Israeli Dispute, 1969-1972,
Doc.161,Editorial Note,p.546;FRUS, 1969-1976, Vol. XXIV,
Middle East Region and Arabiap Peninsula, 1969-1972; Jordan,
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Olympic Team in Munich.1972 , Gladstone( U.K Embassy in Cairo),to
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(15)CIA, FOIA, ERR, CIA Records, Directorate of Intelligence,
Weekly Review," Israelis Likely to Hit Back", Sep.8,1972,p.4;
Callahan, Alexander B., Countering Terrorism, The Israeli Response
to The 1972 Munich Olympic Massacre and the development of
Independent Covert Action Teams, Master's Thesis ,Quantico:
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University,2004,p.78.
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of State of State to the Embassy in the United Kingdom and Other

.Posts, Washington, September 9, 1972,p.3
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(22) Brock,Shauna M.,Operation Wrath of God; Indiscriminate

Revenge Effective Deterrence, Master's Thesis,American Military
University,2013,p.2.
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