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Abstact

Place as a narrative and cultural catalyst in (Tawk Alhamam)

The present study treats the fictional place in Tawk
Alhamam by the Saudi novelist Rajaa Aalem. It deals with
the manifestations and variations of place, the process of
narration, the significance of formation, as well as
relationship between all these levels on the one hand and
the characters, narrative techniques, and polyphony on the
other. However, the dominant element in this methodological
structure is, according to Roman Jacobson, place whether
central or marginal, open or closed. We preferred the term
"place" to other terms such as "space" or "expanse" because
of its dominating presence in the novel which deals with
place as an active agent in the process of narration. It is
noteworthy that place is not discussed as only geography,
but as revelation of cultural aspects which reveal forms of
difference and distinction. Place also directs narration, forms
its varying manifestations, and presents — through narrative
techniques — other images of man such as the voices of the
margin. Place also seems to be a typical representation of
history and cultural present- which is the other part of our
treatment of the theme. Place — through the mythical Abu
Alruus street-seems to dominate narration, influence
characters' attitudes, furnish narrative space, and participate
in forming the discourse.

The study does not attempt to find final answers. Rather
it raises more questions which contribute to the movement of
the text and retain its glow according to the techniques of
describing the textual present..
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