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Confusion between faith and beliefs during the Greek and Roman eras
in Egypt (artistic study)

Walaa Mohamed Mahmoud Abd el-Rahman
Lecturer of Classical Archaeology, Department of Greek and Roman
Faculty of Archeology and languages, Matrouh University, Egypt
walaawafa260@gmail.com

Abstract: Throughout the ages, human has tried to find a refuge that increases their
ability to overcome the difficulties and problems of their daily life and to overcome the
dangers that they may face in their daily life. Consequently, they resorted to many
means, including falling and submitting to the influence of priests and clerics, which led
to the confusion between their faith and their beliefs, whether they were real or fake,
perhaps saving them from the dangers of such as a spell, or an amulet.

This research confirms many practices and beliefs that actually took place and were
portrayed in Greek art in Egypt; such practices were associated with Egyptian, Jewish
and Greek influences.

This thought persisted in the Ptolemaic and Roman eras in Egypt, despite the
existence of distinct scientific schools in Alexandria, which did not recognize this.
Therefore, it is clear to us that the confusion between the doctrine and beliefs associated
with faith or cultural ability was rather outside the rational range, and therefore it is an
inherited ritual in the human soul through its various eras to look for a quick way to
determine destinies, stop harm and aspire to a better life. This resulted from the lack of
religious and political awareness among the public of the Egyptians. The tools of the
people such as the spells and amulets were the way to salvation of the human soul, and
this matter continued until Roman times and later in the Christian faith.

Key words: Faith - Creed — Beliefs - Magical practices - Magical spells - Papyri that
talk about magic - Salvation of the Human soul - Priests - Deception — Subterfuge —
Talismans - Amulets.
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* Dimitri, Meeks, Genies anges d'emons en 'Egypt, (Oxford: Encylopedia of Ancient Egypt, So Or7,

1970), 19, 84.

? Carlos, Andrews, Amulet of Ancient Egypt, (London: British museum, 1994), 10.

* Plinius, Secundus, Natural History, XXV, Trans. Hall, Rachman (London: Loeb Classical Liberary,

1890), 125. Also: Christopher, Faraone, Magika hiera, Vol. 1, (Oxford: Encylopedia of Ancient Egypt,

2000), 1, 2.

> Flinders, Petrie, Amulets, (London: Constable & co.Ltd, 1914), 4.

® Richard, Wilkinson, Symbols and Magic in Egyptien Art, (London: Thames and Hudson Ltd, First
published in hardcover in the 1994), 7, 25.
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1999), 1-12.
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3 Jean, Aubert, Threatened Wombs: Aspect of Ancient Uterine Magic Greek Roman and Byzantine Studies
(London: Oxford university, 1989), 30,421,449.
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' Homer, Odyssey, trans. George Dimock, Vol.2, (Cambridge: Harvard university, 1995), x, 359 &
Bonner, Studies in Magical Amulets, 5.

* Magali, Sanchez, Between Magic And Medicine: the Iatromagical formularies And Medical Receptaries
on papyri compared, (Berlin: zeitschrift fiir papyrology und epigraphic, 2015), 195, 179, 189.

3 Petrie, Amulets, 2. & Bonner, Studies in Magical Amulets, 6.
* Andrews, Amulet of Ancient Egypt, 8.
> Bonner, Campbell, Amulets chiefly in the British Museum, (Hesperiapp, 1951), 20, 30, 345.
® Andrews, Amulet of Ancient Egypt, 78.
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There is nothing wrong with me and I hope there won't be, but if after all I get a twist about
the stomach or the navel, I have a ring, bought of Phertatus for a drachma" !
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2 Merry, William, Aristophanes the Acharnians, Vol.2, (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1880), 203, 205. Also:
Nagy, Arpad, Daktylios pharmakites, Magical Healing Gems and Rings in the Graeco-Roman world
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3 Resiner, Catalogue general, CG, I/, 201.
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Koniglichen, Hieratische papyrus aus den Museum Zu Berlin, (Leipzig: Zentralantiquariat der Deutschen
Demokratischen Republic, 1970), Plxx VI.
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