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“al-Barzi's Prolegomena”

of his book “Tarikh al-Bilad wa al-Ibad”

Asharaf Mohamed Anas

Mansura University, Egypt
Abstract: The Arab authors accustomed to prelude their works with a brief introduction
in one or two paragraphs, explaining the reason for writing their book and its sections.
A few of them forward the topic with a several-pages theoretical overview explaining
the methodological and philosophical principles of the science in which they write. That
is why historians and critics consider Ibn Khaldiin as an exceptional case when he
preludes his book (al-’Ibar) with an extensive and encyclopedic introduction on the
philosophy of history and the science of urbanism. However, Ibn Khaldiin was not the
pioneer in this field, as Al-Barzi preceded him. Al-Barzi, is considered an unknown
historian, composed a book entitled: "The History of People and countries" which could
be considered as a buried treasure of the historical Arab library still in its manuscript
state. The importance of revealing this book lies in the fact that it will add a new name
to the great historians, a new which was considered by many to be only a judge and a
writer. Furthermore, this unknown book represents an important stage in the
development of the methodology for writing historical books, specifically in the
technique of preluding books thus developing an expanded intellectual framework that
explains the basics that the historian should know and follow in writing. This is what

the study will elaborate in this paper upon presenting the book and its author.

Keywords: al-Barzi's prolegomena — Ibn Khaldun's prolegomena - Tarikh al-Bilad wa
al-Ibad- Historical methodology — the alternative of days.
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- al-Barizi (Njm al-din ‘abd al-rahim ibn Ibrahim) t 683 H, Mdawalat al-ayyam wa-
Mumathlat al-ahlam, al-maktabat al-nimsawiat al-wataniah bi-vyyna, taht raqm 808;
wa-nuskha bi-maktabat ‘arf hakamat bi-Istanbil taht raqgm 200/ 900.
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- al-Barizi (Hbat allah ibn ‘abd al-rahim ibn Ibrahim) t 738 h, al-ajwbah ‘alé as’alat
al-Asnawi, maktabat shistar biti, Dabln, raqm 2/ 3468.
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- al-Asnaw1 (jamal al-din ‘abd al-rahim) t 772 H, Tbaqat al-Shf “yya, tahqiq: kamal
yusif al-hiit, al-tab‘at al-tla (byrut: dar al-kutub al-"ilmih, 1987).
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- al-Barizi (njm al-din ‘abd al-rahim ibn ibrahim) t 683 H, Msbah al-shah listda'at Gily
al-‘ilm wa al-1slah f1 al-jam‘ byn sahihy al-Bkhary wa-Muslm, tahqiq: husam salah
al-darghami, al-tab‘at al-iild (Dmashq: dar al-minhaj al-qawim, 2019 m/ 1440h).
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-Ibn Taghr1 Bird1,( Jamal al-din Abi al-Mahasin Yisuf) t 874 H, Al-Nujiim al-Zahira
fi Mulik Misr wa-al-Qahrh,Dar al-Kttb al-Misriyya, 1928-1972
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- Al-Manhal al-safi wa al-Mustawfi ba'd al-Wafitahqiqg:Muhmmad muhmmad
amyn, Nbil muhmmad ‘abd al-‘aziz (al-Qahrh:Dar al-Kiitiib al Misriyah,1984-2009
m).
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- Ibn Jiny (abu al-fath ‘thman ibn jny al-musily) t 392 h, al-khsa’s, tahqiq: muhmmad
‘ali al-najar (al-Qahrh: al-hayyat al-misriyah al-‘amabh li-al-kitab, 1952 m).
(ke sl A ol e calot & (el o oy salaall o cpall Guad) @il ol -
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- Ibn al-Jawzi (shams al-din abi al-muzafar yusf ibn Qizauwghli) t 654 h, mir’at al-
zaman fi twarikh al-a‘yan, tahqiq: muhmmad barkat, kaml al-kharat, ‘amar rihawi,
al-tab‘at al-ula (byrit: dar al-rsalah al-"alamia, 2013 m).
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- al-Dhahabi (shams al-din muhmmad ibn ahmad ibn ‘thman) t 748 h, Tarikh al-
Islam, tahqiq: ‘mar ‘abd al-salam tadmiiri (byriit: dar al-kitab al-‘arabi,2000 m).
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- al-SubkT (taj al-din ‘abd al-wahab ibn taqi al-din al-siibki) t 771 h, tbaqat al-
shf'yya, tahqiq: ‘abd al-fatah al-hli, muhmmud muhmmad al-tanahi (al-Qahrh: dar
thya' al-kiitb al-‘arabia, b t).
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- al-sakhawl (Muhmmad ibn ‘abd al-rahman ibn muhmmad) t 902 h, al-i‘lan bi-
altawbikh li-man dham al-tarikh, tahqiq: franz ruznthal, tarjamat: salh ahmad al-"ali,
al-tab‘at al-ula (byriit: mii’sasat al-rsala, 1986 m).
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- Ibn Shakr al-Kiaitbi (Muhmmad ibn Shakr ibn Ahmad ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman) t. 764
H, Fawat al-Wafayat, tahqiq: Ihsan ‘abas (Byriit: Dar sadr, b t).
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- al-safadi (slah al-din khalil ibn aybk) t 764 h, al-wafi balufyat, tahqiq: 'ahmad al-
arna’iit, turki mastafa, al-tab‘at al-ula (byrit: dar thya’ al-turath al-‘arabi, 2000 m).
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- Ibn “asakr (‘ali ibn al-hasan ibn hbat allah) t 571 h, tarikh madinat Dmashq, tahqiq:
mithb al-din abi sa‘id ‘Mar ibn gharamh al-"Gmrawi (byrtt: dar al-tkr,1995m).
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- Ibn Qutayba (Abi ‘abd allah muhmmad ibn mislm) t 276 h, t’awil mikhtalf al-
hadith, tahqiq: salim ibn ‘id al-halali, al-tab‘at al-thanya (al-Riyad — al-Qahrh: dar
ibn al-Qaim, dar ibn ‘afan, 2009 m).
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- al-kafiji (Miht al-din muhmmad ibn siilayman ibn s‘ad) t 879 h, al-miikhtasar fi
‘ilm al-tarikh, tahqiqu: muhmmad kmal al-din ‘z al-din, al-tab‘at al-ula (byrat: ‘alm
al-kditb, 1990 m).
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- Briikklman (karl), tarikh al-adab al-"arabi, tarjamt ‘abd al-halim al-najar, al-tab‘at al-
khamsa (al-Qahrh: dar al-m‘arf, b.t).
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- riznthal (franz), ‘alm al-tarikh ‘nd al-miislmin, tarjamt salh ahmad al-"ali, al-tab“at
al-thania (byriit: mu’asasat al-risalati, 1983 m).

(Y99 Cpdlall aladl la rcg ) () Aaadall (gsiysally el Gyl ¢ ilaiae SLE -

- Shakr Mustaf4, al-tarikh al-‘arabi wa al-mu’arkhiin, al-tab‘at al-ula (byrtt: dar al-
‘ilm 1i al malayin, 1993 m).
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- Fariq ‘amr fawzi, al-Tadwin al-Tarikhi ‘and al-miislmin, al-tab‘t al-ula (al-‘ayn:
markaz zayid li al-turath wa al-tarikh, 2004 m).

AaY ) e mnalall) IV daal ¢ palusall ie Gyl 5)S8 canld saie anld -
- Qasm ‘abdh Qasm, fikrat al-tarikh ‘and al-mtslmin, al-tab‘t al-tld (al-Qahrh: dar
‘ayn, 2001m).
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- Muhmmad sarhan al-tamr, al-masa’il al-hamawih: ajwibat al-barizi ‘ala as’ilat al-
asnawi li al-tmam hbat allah ibn ‘abd al-rahim al-barizi 645-738 h: dirasat wa tahqiq
(risalat dikturah, jam‘at am dirman, 1423h).
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- Mahmmud isma‘il, susyulujia al-fkr al-islami, al-tab‘at al-ula (al-Qahrh: dar ibn
sina, 2000m).
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