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Flowers in Greco-Roman Egypt

Hani Omar Mangoud
Lecturer of Greco-Roman History, Faculty of Arts, Fayoum University, Egypt
hom00@fayoum.edu.eg

Abstract: Since the ancient dynasties, Egyptians knew various types of flowers and
used them in several purposes, this condition continued during the Ptolemaic and
Roman eras, although there were some changes that occurred in Egypt during that
period that affected in one way or the other flowers, their uses and the most widespread
types. This paper discusses the flowers in Egypt during the Ptolemaic and Roman eras
through literary sources and archaeological evidence but concentrating on papyri. The
study begins with the ancient Egyptians’ knowledge of roses and their first origin, and
then it discusses the seasons of their cultivation, the appropriate climatic conditions for
them, their relationship to other orchards, and social groups that were concerned with
their cultivation, then their types. It is also studying the different uses of the flowers in
prescriptions, perfume preparation, dyeing colors, wreaths making, and public and
private celebrations. The paper concludes by talking about the flower trade and the taxes
imposed on them.

Keywords: Flowers, Roses, Gardens, Wreaths, Festivals, Medical Drugs, Perfumes.
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Kol 010 TOVG KNTELOVTOG TO omavimg Kol Kab  dpav éveatnkviov &v €tépolg puopeva tomolg debova
yevvl Kol d1d wavtdg, kol oite pddov ovte Agukdiov ovte dAlo pading GvBog Exhmelv ovBev ovdénoT
glmBev. 010 ON kol Katd pécov yepdva Tiig vmodoyTig tote yevnOeiong mopado&og 1N @avtacio TOig
EEVolg KaTEGTN, TA YOp €ig piov ebpebdijvar otepdvmoty ovk v duvnbévta &v AN ToOAeL pading, Tadta
Kol T@ TANOEL TV KOTAKEWEVOV EYOPNYETTO €iG TOVG GTEPAVOLS APOOVOG Kal €ig TO THg oknVvilg £d0pog
KOTEMENAGTO YOOV, Bgiov TvOg dg AANBDG dmotelodvTa AeUdVOC TPOGOYLY.
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! Martial, Epigrams, V1.80.
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! Theophrastus, Enquiry into Plants, V1.8.1-2.

2 P.Cair.Zen. IV 59735, II. 4-5 (Mid. 3" cent. B.C.).

® p.Cair.Zen. IV 59736, II. 15-29 = Sel.Pap. | 183 (Mid. 3" cent. B.C.).
*BGU IV 1119, Il. 25-27 (6/5 B.C.).
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! Theophrastus, Enquiry into Plants, V1.8.1-4.
2 Keimer, "La rose égyptienne": 1-6, 14-17.

YA (Om el sled vie Zalall 55 5 ¢l o "
* Herodotus, Histories, 11.92.4: £ott 8¢ xai Ao Kpivea podolot Epeepéa, &v @ TOTUU® YopEVH Kol
tadta, 86 GV 6 kapmdg &v EAAN KéAvkl mapaguopdvn €k Thig Pilng yivetar, xmpiem cenkdv i8ény
opotdtatov: v To0T® TPOKTH 6c0V 1€ VPNV EAaing &yyivetal cuyvd, Tpdyetal 6¢ Kol AmaAd TadTo Kol
ava.
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! Theophrastus, Enquiry into Plants, 1V.8.7-8.

2 Strabo, Geography, XVI11.1.15.

® p.Cair.Zen. 11 59269, |. 6 (252/251 B.C.); 59735, I. 5 (Mid. 3" cent. B.C.); 59736, I. 23 (Mid. 3" cent.
B.C.); Bauschatz, "Three Duke Petitions™: 191 (196/195 B.C.), I. 4; P.Hels. | 11, I. 13 (163 B.C.);
O.Berenike 11 195, I. 7 (ca. 50-75 A.D.); P.Oxy. XLVI 3313, I. 8, 26 (2™ cent. A.D.); SB XVII1 13850, I.
16 (141 A.D.?); Paganini, "Receipt of Hay for the Transport (?) of Roses,": 229, I. 3 (Late 3" cent.-
Early 4" cent. A.D.).

* Bauschatz, "Three Duke Petitions": 191 (196/195 B.C.), I. 4.

5 P.Ross.Georg. 11 18, I. 250 (139/140 A.D.); P.Oxy. XLVI 3313, I. 13 (2" cent. A.D.); P.Lond. 111 928, .
12 (3" cent. A.D.).

® p.Cair.Zen. 11 59269, |. 39 (252/251 B.C.).

” Philo, On Providence, 11.71.

8 PSI Congr. XXI 3 verso, col. 111, I. 12 (1% cent. B.C.).

® SB XIV 12175, I. 1, 7-8 (2" cent. A.D.); Louise C. Youtie, "A Medical Text," Zeitschrift fiir
Papyrologie und Epigraphik 29 (1978): 279-286.

1P Oxy. 11234, col. I, 1. 2, col. I, I. 10 (2"¥/3" cent. A.D.).

11 5B IV 7350, col. 11, I. 30 (Late 3"- Early 4" cent. A.D.); Francesca Corazza, "New Recipes by Heras in
'P. Berol. Méller' 13," Zeitschrift flir Papyrologie und Epigraphik 198 (2016): 39-48.

(s sl die Auald dglall joladll 80,5 845 SAL el e P.Stras. V 345, 1. 4 (1% Half of 2™ cent. A.D.). "

(Galen, X11.936- JUiall Juss oyl LeilisSa aal 55,5l <y sl Adiadll jla 531 calS ) Akl Cildia il (e 2yaed)

(Theophrastus, De «¢xall z3! (Alexander of Tralle, De febr., 1.473.14) «Glalls adll (il l z342) 956)

s3sS (Dioscorides, De materia medica, 1.99; Galen, X11.114) «3_,¥) s 2wl z3a1 Odoribus, 25; 35; 48-51)

& oY slaiul e 5 Youtie, "A Medical Text,": 280-283. :aa)) b e 5 clicagl o3 ey 3ally A8k 4k

Dioscorides, 1.43; Galen, X11.114; Paolo Egin. VI1.3. :aal) ple S #z3all
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! P.Cair.Zen. 1 59009 d, I. 12 (ca. 259 B.C.); 59011, col. II, I. 17 (ca. 259 B.C.); P.Lond. VII 2141, col.
11, 1. 39 (258 B.C.); P.Petr. I 34 (b), col. I, I. 6 = P.Petr. Il 127 = P.Lond. Il 572 Recto descr. (3"
cent. B.C.).

% Theophrastus, Enquiry into Plants, V1.8.5.

A5 ilS laally a28al 3l Jeab g a3V jeae dulee of SAL sl e s Dioscorides, De materia medica, | 62.

Bae clld Sy Alias iiall )58 L peand S A AASY Gl Ay Sl L dadad 3 a5 i) Bk o0

tealladl suanll i el & padd) S geme (e $lgm sl H5a ) eae dleny (aili i) O e sl

Alfred Lucas, Ancient .Jxlse (Scheurleer) ol Casiey Lsine albdl juasll (e 5oL G U Leie Uagys

Egyptian Materials and Instustries (London: Edward Arnold, 3" Ed., 1959): 106.

*P.Lond. 111928, II. 11-14 (3" cent. A.D.).

® P.Mich. 1 3, 1. 5 (260-256 B.C.); Claude Orrieux, Les papyrus de Zénon: lI'horizon d'un Grec en Egypte
au Ille siécle avant J.C. (Paris: Macula, 1983), 42.

® Régis Burnet, L'Egypte ancienne & travers les Papyrus (Paris: Pygmalion, 2003): 208-209.

"P.Graux 11 10 (1* cent. A.D.), II. 3-6: 8¢E0n mapdx | Tovriov 0D youPpod pov yapTag TEVTE Koi KOTOANV
kol | Té€taptov podivov Trakikod TpdTOV: THS KOTOANG | EdmKa (Spaydg) 1 LeTd A pLTog.

8 p.Col. IV 113, II. 27-38 (Mid. 3" cent. B.C.).

®P.Tebt. | 182 descr. (Late 2" cent. B.C.).
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LP.Col. IV 113 Introd.

2 Theodor Reil, Beitrage zur Kenntnis des Gewerbes im Hellenistischen Agypten (Borna-Leipzig: Robert
Noske, 1913), 116.

¥ Bauschatz, "Three Duke Petitions": 189-193 (196/195 B.C.), II. 4-5 note.

* P.Alex. 22 (2" cent. A.D.), Il. 2-7: otépavor drydhknpot | i Ag A &v ypeio qv B | capomiakoi o |
gpe@vAAvoL uéypt v | podivot évar & 1e | §j dhot dav ypeila/ fv k. See also P.Ross.Georg. 1141, |. 14 (Late
2" Early 3 cent. A.D.).

® Theophrastus, Enquiry into Plants, V1.8.1-2. .

Theophrastus, Enquiry into Plants, V1.6-7. :aa)y JMSY) delival duulie & yiie] 2 clilall Calisd Jsa 2y hall

7 SB X 10447 Recto, Col. II, Il. 55-56 (Mid. 3" cent. B.C.); Bernard Boyaval, "Cingq papyrus
ptolémaiques de la Sorbonne," Recherches de papyrologie 4 (1967): 81-82.

8 P.Count 3, Col. I, 1. 78 (229 B.C.).

5 (Gsi lad) o Ay & lail) Ay puall 238 ke of LSl e s P.OXy. XXIV 2412, 1. 138-139 (28/29 A.D.).

SB X 10447 Recto, Col. 11, 11 55- el o(Uoed ¥ o5l A306) A8l 485501 35 ) 5S3all 4y jlaill Ay puial) laia G

56 (Mid. 3" cent. B.C.).
19°5B XVI 12695 verso, 11. 12-13 (143 A.D.); John R. Rea, "P. Lond. Inv. 1562 verso: Market Taxes in
Oxyrhynchus," Zeitschrift fiir Papyrologie und Epigraphik 46 (1982): 191-209.

1 BGU VII 1528, I. 1 (3"/2" cent. B.C.); P.Stras. VII 607, I. 12 (1% Half of 2" cent. A.D.); BGU IV 1087

verso, col. IV, I. 13 (ca. 276 A.D.).
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1p.Oxy. XLVI 3313, II. 9-11 (2" cent. A.D.).

2 p_Panop. 14, I. 13-26, 36-37 = SB X11 10981 (4" cent. A.D.).

® Louise C. Youtie, Dieter Hagedorn and Herbert C. Youtie,"Urkunden aus Panopolis 1," Zeitschrift fiir

Papyrologie und Epigraphik 7 (1971): 36.
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(Jack Lindsay, Leisure and Pleasure in Roman Egypt .. sl allal) elsil aaan (3o ¢ stibasiall a3l 5 al sf dn )

ispallay caalall de JUS dhaias aal ) Llad ghadl Juiial J s 3 3l « (New York: Barnes and Noble, 1966), 165.)
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® Athenaeus, Deipnosophistae, V.196 d.e.
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! Lucanus, De Bello Civili, X.157-173.

2 Athenaeus, Deipnosophistae, 1V.148.

* Herodianius, The Roman Histories, IV.8.8.

Jack Lindsay, Leisure and Pleasure in Roman :aal) okl 13 Jss a3l Diodorus of Sicily, 1.97.9. °

Egypt, 60.

> Juvenalis, Satires, XV.47-50.

® Apuleius, Metamorphoses, X1.6,12-13.

’ Keimer, "La rose égyptienne": 1-6, 14-17. See also: Petrie, Hawara, Biahmu and Arsinoe, esp. 46-52;
Kahun, Gurob, and Hawara, esp. 46-49; Ten years' digging in Egypt (1881-1891), esp. 103-104;
Ludwig Keimer, "Egyptian Formal Bouquets (Bouquets Montés)," The American Journal of Semitic
Languages and Literatures 41 (1925): 145-161; Derchain, "La couronne de la justification": 251;
Griffiths, The Isis-Book, 159-160.
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! Manal Mahmoud Adb EI Hamid, "The Festival of 'Rhodophoria’ in Graeco-Roman Egypt: A Cultural,
Archaeolgical, Tourist Study," Journal of Association of Arab Universities for Tourism and Hospitality,
Faculty of Tourism and Hotels,Suez Canal University, vol. 8 (Dec. 2011): 69.

? Friedrich Bilabel, Die grako-agyptischen Feste (Heidelberg, 1929), 48.

Samson Eitrem, "A few remarks on omovd], S90Aldc, and other extra payments in Papyri,” Symbolae "

1S5 caalally dua )l peiliia) (A alatily Ledgaddiun s 35 )l (520 gles,ll OIS Osloenses 17 (1937), 46-47.
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Oxford Classical Dictionary, s.v. Rosalia; Lindsay, Leisure and Pleasure in Roman .lc! sl alisa a4l

&) (Rosalia) J Jwis) J s 3 3all s Egypt, 11,
Paul Perdrizet, "Inscriptions de Philippes: Les Rosalies," Bulletin de correspondance hellénique 24
(1900), 299-323; Real-Encyclopéadie der classischen Altertumswissenschaft, s.v. Rosalia; Andrew S.
Hoey, "Rosaliae Signhorum,” Harvard Theological Review 30 (1937), 15-35.

* Herbert C. Youtie, "The Heidelberg Festival Papyrus: A Reinterpretation,” in Studies in Roman
Economic and Social History in Honor of Allan Chester Johnson, ed. Paul R. Coleman-Norton et al.
(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1951), 193.

> P.Oxy. LI 3694, Introd.

® Francoise Perpillou-Thomas, Fétes d'Egypte ptolémaique et romaine d'aprés la documentation
papyrologique grecque (Louvanii : Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique, 1993), 126.

" SPP XXII 183, . 76 (138 A.D.?); P.Louvre | 4, Col. 11, 1. 56 = W.Chr. 92 (Before 166 A.D.); SB V
7551 verso, I. 11 = SB VI 9127 (2" cent. A.D.); SB | 4425, Col. V, I. 6 (Late 2" cent. A.D.);
P.Ross.Georg. 11 41, 1. 9 (Late 2""/Early 3" cent. A.D.); P.Oxy. LIl 3694, |. 5 (218-225 A.D.?).

DY) (e s Calalae) 2 gm s 4 @i g o (Sar g el IS 13 o o Al et 4l iy ol Ay e (Rea) o Gl
P.Oxy. XLVI 3313, II. 8-9 note. ".3_Sxdll
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1 SPP XXI11 183, I1. 68, 76, 86-87 (138 A.D.?); W.Chr. 92, Col. 111, . 56 (Before 166 A.D.).
? Lindsay, Leisure and Pleasure in Roman Egypt, 11.
$SB V19127, 11. 11, 13 (2ncl cent. A.D.); Youtie, "The Heidelberg Festival Papyrus,": 178-208.
el YY) o3 Jsa 3 3l 5 P.ROSs.George. 11 41, 11. 9-17 (Late 2"%/Early 3" cent. AD.).
Lindsay, Leisure and Pleasure in Roman Egypt, 32-35.
5P.Oxy. LIl 3694 (218-225 A.D.?).
® P.Oxy. LI 3694, Introd.
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1 P.Oxy. XLVI 3313 (2" cent. A.D.).

Z Martial, Epigrams, V1.80.

% p.Cair.zen. Il 59269, Il. 6-7, 39 (252/251 B.C.).
* 0.Berenike 11 195, II. 6-8 (ca. 50-75 A.D.).

5 P.Oxy. XLVI 3313, Il 8-13 (2™ cent. A.D.).
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1 P.Oxy. XLVI 3313, II. 11-12. See also O.Bodl. 11 1991, II. 5-6 (2" cent. A.D.).

? 0.Berenike 11 195, 1. 8-11.

2 EY e g by ) Q) £ Gld UL 6l e YYY 20 (Mitpag Tradirg) (s V) (Ml dlasll laie dly

Oxford Classical Dictionary, s.v. weights.

* Paganini, "Receipt of Hay for the Transport(?) of Roses,": 229 (Late 3"- Early 4" cent. A.D.): Meoop
k0 / mapéoye | Zopap[p]ov Hpaxieidov | dmep k[o]pdiig podwv | év koun Ednuep(iog) tod xdptov |
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® Paganini, "Receipt of Hay for the Transport(?) of Roses,": 227.

oof



RN Ao Ay jiall quijpal) —Uuald

Lemla calS Y ol o () sl BB Ol Jidls RS (piligs ag)SU il Ja s LS
LaadS (piifiy e Gl aiiys cJgemnal) (uals sale Wylaie S lly ((GOHOLPO) 1y5a 58] dygypual L
Cefilian) U Gl ety a3 190/197T alay ma ) e LaaVsl 205 Gum ¢ adladl pmall (g
e e 1383 38 e Tl Lagily Laguil liay A Gusasignns Gusisasllol (e JS (e (mpednTic)
(tdv émépyov OV [aY) Sl Jisly Al Sl ey agel) o ealdl dujea
ovveEetndotov Vv & | €nel v kv | 10D PAdov Kai Aevkdiov Kol TdV ETépm[V] |
sl ey andy (GpyidLROKEITNG) Adaydll Ly (e 4 GLSLE calall 138 P& oTEPAVOUATOV)
sl Apf A alady 53 (POBDVOC) LY iy Gl Lad Legia & Ul il plely Cua 6518
Sk oY) eostd ad Ul Lo unall die LD Aadige Aa35) O e a2 o - afiadl puds
Al oy Al gaals £35 o Ruppenl) 4 e Lo Alpplar (565 8 (sl o Glad) (e ik (sl
L lydd afle Aahe (mhy ASlaall 4y Gsld eledinly AdUaally Legulall Glety Opualdl Gl Jls
dada opliicly Ul ) alad) 13 sy o(KOTO TPOCTOYHE) asmsall (& 23ne s LS cdadlpy oYl
"Ll (Baa cliatl cadf 13) @y clagie ALl Ay

O B e st OusesisKs¥) ) Ble) ey a3 VY ale ) aagid (gAY A5 L

T g Qa4 Gedid e Gl gl i) deale

5 amoypdpopot Kot TO (s, ‘ulc\

6 éxtebev mpdotaypa Dsdiall g all
7 év o (Bte) to [ meova] o e [olel] 04 [l
8 meputevpéva Ev Td Y%
9 dmapyovri pot & Aolaall g SN iy
10 aumerdvi TEPi KO(UNV) i Jdes

11  ®powavasipw tod Iépav Chm [aabsh (] Gyl gad

12 év 1@t Zootpdrov kKAMpot) in(Tikdr) sl fias gas Loplall Ay lad)

13 poddov kai cukdg kol Poog Oy o ladls 345

14 xoi pnAéog P ént tod e 8 s,
15 yoparog, OV taEopon leie aiale all ¢ ysud)
16 v &ky €v 1dL PR
17  dépvti kopdi. 510 AED llaf ule QA L aasdl) )
18 ov[vt]dEm kataywpicql -- -- -- -- -- v De) dias

e S Al slaall e 531 (i 0 i (8 s staml il (sl 5 s A Sl ) e Jily OIS 5l 0 e e N e
)w_\.uw 65.\;».40.&‘-6—\5‘)“ L;AJSA ;LDJ‘ u\S ‘J‘ ‘LJ‘)a.a.\“ &J&eﬁ‘dﬁu)&ﬁu}&u‘ Ja_uu\y‘;uu 6@.\35&‘ LWUM(‘MM
2 Bauschatz, "Three Duke Petitions": 189-193 (196/195 B.C.).

% P.Hels. 1 11, Il. 5-18 (163 B.C.).

ooV



S il pemd ol (Sl semnll angi (s V) (Aa Ll Jesi ol adl e a2 e
Aailly $lon allaal) yemal) Alely Auppall o3gr Jaall elgml g ¥ @ld o @i b chysanl) Ayl
Oy as Sl o Gl cpaind Dusasl) dapa o 13 Cagpeall e o g S DY) gl
s eyl 03] L Y] (il o e 38 ad) 3Sall (a5 ¢ Plagsl) seanll DS skl 28
V¥ e el Jaas cauad Caaaly Ly ddyla cuilia) 88 culS

Ay (YEPOVAEIOV) Aplad Ay ¢eniay 1S JIY) aibia o USD of (w288 lld e Sliad
LS Tosanly Aty el Wajlatay o Tsaa e ed JSI T JSE W) Leisaiay 16308y ccilaalyy Can lalaie
fouaiSsl (B asmball GBow Joad RipaiS Rada VY ada pgle (s

Calise oy sale Jaf ) dplaill fdlad) o e ilS el Calitey SV sy of s L e
Gsmisn ik ASen Ayt Ge e (DLl Bl (Rl Aase 3885 Ge D iy dppaall wIEY)
S gl s Al oda 8 liagy Log 'dill e (lpl) cillaas saa) 8 et Loy Ll (Johnson)
LS paal) Legiiyas Oy e 35S wlud) (paia (VAPKIGOIVOG) il 3583 s (POBIVOQ) 35l sy
o oY) (A Bl o3 o BaaS (e L (UETPNTAG) Lafiaie X aaly Jsasly ciledls g 4
Oslls JL) pmns lially Al Glilgay Glpmdll 5ok iy e ) Sl alull e
g canls Joasly Claabs maw cms Joal ) ' frs Bedba On ASeall Lhas mahi A cgaliul
(GuoYSaAvog) sl Cugy Ay cidaad) 1agd Apslun lgtipas 0585 A RY) alud) any oML
".(xpLoOMOOG) (e wS sans (Bagvivog) Ll (potvikivog) Juills

1) o e gl las s galhaadl (s pemnll IS )y g0 521 G o Jgn 2 3all
Sherman Leroy Wallace, Taxation in Egypt from Augustus to Diocletian (New York: Greenwood Press,
1937), 53-56; Willy Clarysse and Katelijn Vandorpe, "The Ptolemaic Apomoira (tax on produce of
vineyards and orchards)", Le culte du souverain dans I'égypte ptolémaique au llle siécle avant notre
ere, ed. by Henri Melaerts (Leuven: Peeters, 1998): 5-42.
2 SB X 10447 recto, col. I, Il. 55-56 (Mid. 3" cent. B.C.).
¥ P.Oxy. XXIV 2412, 1I. 138-139 (28/29 A.D.).
*SB XVI 12695 verso, I1. 12-13 (143 A.D.).
® Johnson, Roman Egypt, 608.
SP.Lond. 111928, Il. 11-14 (3" cent. A.D.).
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