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The Joint Surety of the Village Community in Egypt in the Roman Era
Sara Mohammad Mohammad El-said

Department of Ancient European Civilization, Faculty of Arts, Ain Shams
University, Egypt

saramohammad774.sm@gmail.com

Abstract: The increase in financial burdens on villagers in the Roman era led many of
them to flee to ease these burdens. This prompted the Roman administration to increase
surety measures in order to guarantee that all their revenues were fully collected, and no
one slipped from their grasp. They went too far in tyranny by making all the inhabitants
of the villages’ joint guarantors for each other, so if one of them escaped or became
unable to pay, the entire village would be held accountable for it. This is highlighted in
this research through papyrus documents that provided us with a clear picture of this
procedure and the method of its application in three types of obligations; state dues,
compulsory services, and cultivation of lands allocated by the state. In addition, these
documents clarify the procedures and the extent of its temporal spread.

Keywords: Surety in the Roman Era, Guarantee, Obligation, Joint Surety, Mutual
Sureties.
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'Raphael Taubenschlag, The Law of the Graeco-Roman Egypt in the Light of the Papyri (Warszawa:
Panstwowe Wydawnictwo Naukowe, 1955), 304.

* P.K6In.IX 366 (132 B.C.) 11.1-7
? P.K6In.1X 366 (132 B.C.) 11.10

* Claire Préaux, "De la Gréce classique & I’Egypte hellénistique. Le cautionnement mutual," Chronique
d'Egypte 41 (1966): 354.
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! Préaux, "Le cautionnement mutual,": 355-6.

> P.Tebt1 109 (93 B.C.) 11.26-29, P.Oxy.XXII 2351 (112 A.D.) 1.51-57, P.Kron.17 (140 A.D.) 11.24-27,
P.Oxy. LXIX 4745 (202 A.D.) 11.39-47, P.Oxy.VII 1040 (225 A.D.) 11.23-30, P.Ryl.IV 662 (364 A.D.)
11.14-19, P.Oxy.L 3599 (460 A.D.) 11.17-20, P.Oxy.XVI1 1969 (484 A.D.) 11.15-17
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See also, Giovanni Bortolucci, "La Fideiussione Nell' Egitto Greco-Romano," Bullettino Dell’ Instituto Di
Diritto Romano 17 (1905): 307.

* Bortolucci, "La Fideiussione,": 305.
* Préaux, "Le cautionnement mutual,": 360.

% P.Cair.Zen.1II 59340 (247 B.C.) 11.15-17, P.land.Zen.1 (256 B.C.) 11.21-24, P.Iand.Zen.3 (255B.C.) 11.2-
11.2-4

7 P.Col 111 54 (250 B.C.) 11.21-24
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' P.Oxy. XII 1408 (210 A.D.) 11.8-10
? Taubenschlag, The law, 22.

? Elizabeth Buchanan, Debt in Late Antique Egypt, 400-700 CE, PhD (Oxford: University of Oxford,
2015) 167. See also, Taubenschlag, The law, 305-6.

4 P.Dryton.1 17 (129 B.C.) 11.3-7/ 1.20-21, P.Grenf1I 18 (127 B.C.) 11.2-8/ 11.18-27, P.Dion. 27 (113
B.C.) 11.23-26, P.Dion. 23 (108 B.C.) 11.2-9/ 11.23-30, P.Tebt.1 109 (93 B.C.) 11.25-29, JJP 44 108 2 (71
B.C.)11.7-10/11.14/15

> Préaux, "Le cautionnement mutual,": 357. See also, Angelo Segré, "Note Sulla €yyon Greco-Egizia,"
Aegyptus 10 (1929): 17.

S BGU 4 1149 (13 B.C.) 1.3-5/ 11.29-31, BGU 4 1120 (5 B.C.) 11.1-4/ 11.42-44, P.Mich.XII 633 (30 A.D.)
11.33-34, P. Mich. 5 276 (47 A.D.) 1.1/ 11.29-30, P.Fouad.I 51 (126 A.D.) 11.5-10, P.Oxy.72 4904 (417
A.D.)11.3-6, P.Oxy.16 1890 (508 A.D.) 1..18-21

7 Uri Yiftach -Firanko, "Family Cooperation in Contracts: Patterns and Trends, " Dike: Rivista Di Storia
Del Diritto Greco Ed Ellenistico 18 (2015): 109-110.
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! Bortolucci, "La Fideiussione,": 307.

* Peter Birks, The Roman law of obligations (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2014), 64. See also, Josef
Long, Notes on Roman Law (Virginia: Washington and Lee University, 1912), 87-8.

3 Adolf Berger, Encyclopedic Dictionary of Roman law, (Philadelphia: the American philos. so., 1991),
s.v. Beneficium Divisionis. See also, Angelo Segre, "L'AAAnAeyyon (Continuazione)," Adegyptus Anno 5,
No. 3 (1924): 198-199; John Wylie, et al., Solidarity and Correality (Edinburgh: Oliver and Boyd, 1923),
236.
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See also,

Naphtali Lewis, "Exemption from Liturgy in Roman Egypt," Atti dell’XI] congresso internazionale di
papyrologia (1966): 535.
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'J. De M. Johnson, et al., Catalogue of the Greek Papyri in the John Rylands Library II (Manchester:
The University Press, 1915) 360.

2P.Ryl. 11379 (100-199 A.D.) .11

? Allan Chester Johnson, Roman Egypt to the Reign of Diocletian (Baltimore: the Johns Hopkins Press,
1936), 610.

* P.RyL11219 (100-199 A.D.) 1.6-7

> Sherman Wallace, Taxation in Egypt from Augustus to Diocletian (New York: Greenwood Press, 1938),
1938), 474, Note 28.

¢ Katherine Blouin, Triangular Landscapes Environment, Society, and the State in The Nile Delta Under
Roman Rule (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2014), 59.

7S. R. Llewelyn, et al., New Documents Illustrating Early Christianity VII (Marrickville: Southwood
Press, 1994), 96-7.
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Naphtali Lewis, The Compulsory Public Services of Roman Egypt (Firenze: Edizioni Gonnelli, 1982), 21;
Johnson, Roman Egypt, 616-617.

> P.Flor.12 (265 A.D.)11.103-106
* P.Amh.2 139 (350 A.D.)11.4-5
> P.Genl42 (224 AD.)
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' Naphtali Lewis, "Mepiopog Avoxeympnkotov: An aspect of the Roman Oppression in Egypt," The
Journal of Egyptian Archaeology 23 (1937): 73.

? Naphtali Lewis, "The Severan edict of P. Mich. IX 529," Chronique d'Egypte 50 (1975): 202-6.
? Johnson, Roman Egypt, 77.
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1. P.RylLI1 219 Ouodg | Account Of Payments. 2"Cent. A.D.
2. P.Lund. IV 7= SB VI 9344 Baxydg Extract of a Protocol on tax rebate. | 116-199 A.D.
3. P.Fouad.l 14=SB V 8070 Bakyids | Fragment Of A Financial Report. 125-175 AD.
4. P.Oxy.Hels. 20 col.3 ‘O&0puyyos | Declarations  Concerning  The | 138 A.D.
Liturgy Of The Epiploos.
5. BGU185= W.Chr.345 Apowoimg | Assignment of land to village | 138-161 A.D.
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6. BGU1235= W.Chr.339 [TtoAepaig | Acknowledgement. 164-167 A.D.
Néa
7. P.RyL11 379 unknown | Official Account Of Land. 169 A.D.
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1. P.Lond.111 1246 | ‘EppomoAitng Nomination of ten persons ¥Vdpo@LAKiL. 345 A.D.
2. P.Lond.Ill 1248 | ‘EppomoAitng Nomination of V8poulaxio. 345 A.D.
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Berger, A. Encyclopedic  Dictionary  of Roman  Law.
(Philadelphia: the American philos. so.) 1991.

Liddell, H. G., & Scott, R, et al. Greek-English lexicon. (Oxford: Clarendon Press)
1996
: JJL«AAS‘ -1;313
BGU = Aegyptische Urkunden aus den Koniglichen (later
Staatlichen) Museen zu Berlin, Griechische Urkunden, Berlin,
1895 ff.
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