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Abstract: This paper deals with the study of ‘eikones’ (ai €ikdveg), in Ptolemaic
Egypt, through papyri and inscriptions. 'eikones' and its singular 'eikon' (0 gikdv), is a
feminine word which means to represent a person (or deity) very similar to his true
shape, by depicting him as an image (relief) or statue. I started talking about this topic
by studying the term and its connotations as it appears in literary and documentary
sources, especially papyri documents and inscriptions. Trying to find out the nature of
this term and the development of its uses inside Egypt, with a comparison with another
term that bore the same connotation, which is the term agalmata (&yoipata).
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! Catherine M. Keesling, “Greek Statue Terms Revisited: What does ¢vdpiég mean?” GRBS 57 (2017):
837-838, 846.

2 LSJ = The Online Liddell-Scott-Jones Greek-English Lexicon, s. v. gik®v, 1], gen. 6vog, acc. dva, etc.

3 P. Cair. Zen. 159015t (B. C 259/258); 59076, 1. 6 (B. C 257); P. Ryl. 4 558r. 1. 7 ( B. C 257); P Enteux,
221. 15 (B. C 218); P. Tebt. 1. 32, Reco. 1l. 12-24 (B.C145? Tebtynis) = Chr. Wilck. 448; P.Koeln.
9.365,1.5(B.C ond Cent.) = P.KoIn 9 365; BGU 4 1059, 1. 7 (B.C 30- 14 A. D); 1127. 11. 35-37 (B.
C 18, Alexandria ) = P.Berol. 13047 recto; BGU. 4. 1129, 1. 26a (B. C 13, Alexandria) = W. Chr. 254
= C.Pap.Jud. 11 145; BGU 4 1131 1. 21 (B. C 13).
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! Herodotus, Hist. 2. 106. 5. “td 81 kai petelétepot tdv Benoapévav Méuvovog eikéva eikalovst v
givan, TOAAOY T dAnOsing dmoAeleupévor.”

2 Herodotus, Hist. 2. 182. 1.
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* Diodorus Siculus, Bib. His., 1. 57. 5. “3¢’ v énéypaye 16 e péyeboc tic duvdpenc kol 1o TARBOG TdV
Pocddmwv Kol TOV aplOpdv tdv kotamoreundéviov $0vav: dv Méueel 8 év 1¢ 100 Heaictov 1epd
povoABoug gikdvog £owtod te kal The yuvarkog T Yyog tpidkovia Tnydv, Tdv & vVidv glkoct TNXMOV”.

* Diodorus Siculus, Bib. His., I. 58. 4. “kal Aapeiov 100 EépEov motpdc omovddoavtoc &v Méupet T
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> Diodorus Siculus, Bib. His., I. 55. 9.
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" Diodorus Siculus, Bib. His., I. 47. 5. “civon 8¢ kol ANV eikéva thg pmtpde ovtod kad adtiv nydv
glkoot povohbov™.

*Diodorus Siculus, Bib. His., 1. 48. 6.

* Diodorus Siculus, Bib. His., I. 49. 3. “t&fic & dmdpyewv v iepav BprodRkny, &g NG &mtyeypdpdat
Puyfic latpelov, cuveyelc 68 Tavtn tdv kot Afyvrtov 0edv andviov eikdvac, 100 Baciiéme opoimg
dwPoPopodvToc b TPosTHKoV AV EKACTOLS”.

4 Arthur Darby Nock, “Zbdvvaoc 0edc,” HSCP, 41 (1930): 13.

> Urkunden 11, 28-54 = Kurt Sethe, Hieroglyphische Urkunden der Griechisch-Romischen Zeit I II.
Historisch-Biographische Urkunden aus den Zeiten der Makedonischen Konige und der Beiden Ersten
Ptolemder, (Germany: Leipzig, 1904), 28-54; Heinrich Brugsch, “Die grofle Mendes-Stele aus der
Zeit des zweiten Ptoleméiers” in Zeitschrift fiir dgyptische Sprache und Altertumskunde, vol, XIII
(Germany: Leipzig,1875): 37, 11.11-13.
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*(Arthur Nock) *dsi 50 “(Samuel Birch) * (i Jisena’ agie cofialll (e dae 4xe Gl 3,
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! Brugsch, “Die grofle Mendes-Stele aus der Zeit des zweiten Ptolemders”, 37, 11.11-13; Samuel Birch,
Records of the Past: Being English Translations of the Assyrian and Egyptian Monuments, Society of
Biblical Archeeology, 8 (London: S. Bagster, 1876), 98; Dorothy B. Thompson, “A Portrait of Arsinoe
Philadelphos,” 4J4, 59, no. 3 (1955): 201.

2 Brugsch, “Die groBBe Mendes-Stele aus der Zeit des zweiten Ptolemiers”, 39, 11. 24-25; Birch, Records of
the Past, 101.

> Brugsch, H., “Die groBe Mendes-Stele aus der Zeit des zweiten Ptolemiers”, 37, 1. 13.
[13 wd hm _fr shpr b3.s m hwwenitrw nbw

*Birch, Records of the Past, 98.

3 Nock, “Tbvvoaoc 0ede,” 4.

% Thompson, “A Portrait of Arsinoe Philadelphos,” 201.

"Toachim Friedrich Quack, “Innovations in Ancient Garb? Hieroglyphic Texts from the Time of Ptolemy
Philadelphia,” in Ptolemy ii Philadelphus and his World, ed. P. Mckechnie, Ph. Guillaume (hg.),
(Leiden/Boston: Mnemosyne Supplement 300, 2008), 277.

¥ Duncan Fishwick, “Statues Taxes in Roman Egypt,” Historia: Zeitschrift fiir Alte Geschichte Bd. 38, H.

H. 3 (1989): 337.
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Branko F. van Oppen de Ruiter, “The Death of Arsinoe II Philadelphus: The Evidence Reconsidered,”

ZPE 174 (2010):149.

* Giinther Holbl, 4 History of the Ptolemaic Empire, translated by Tina Saavedra, (Routledge: London &

New York, 2013), 101; Quack, “Innovations in Ancient Garb?,” 277.
*Nock, “Lbvvoog 0edg,” 5; Christophe Thiers, "Ptolémée Philadelphe et les prétres de Sais, BIFAO 99
(1999): 423-445.

* Fishwick, “Statues Taxes in Roman Egypt,” 338.

3 Milet, 111, 139 C, 53; William Woodthorpe Tarn, “The First Syrian War,” JHS 46, no. 2 (1926): 159;
William Woodthorpe Tarn, “The Date of Milet 1, iii, No. 139,” Hermes 65, no. 4 (1930): 446-454;
Roger Bagnall, Peter Derow, The Hellenistic Period: Historical Sources in Translation (Oxford:
John Wiley & Sons, 2008), 42-44; Nock, “Zdvvoog 0edc,” 21.

8 P. Muench. 3. 1.45,1. 11 (B. C 221-205) = P. Miinch. 3. 45 = Chr. Wilck. 109; Ulrich Wilcken, “Zu den
den griechischen Papyri der koniglich bayerischen Hof-und Staatsbibliothek zu Miinchen,” Archiv
fiir Papyrusforschung, vol. 1, Iss. 3-4 (1901): 480-484.

7 Stephen Llewelyn, New documents illustrating early Christianity, vol. 9: A Review of the Greek

Inscriptions and Papyri Published in 1986-87 (Sydney: Macquarie University, 2002), 38.
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? Paul Schubert, “L'sikévov sicpopd et l'autorité restaurée du roi”. In: Kramer, B. Akten des 21.
Internationalen Papyrologen kongresses, Stuttgart (1997), 920.
* Schubert, “L'sikévov elopopd et l'autorité restaurée du roi”, 921.
S P.Tebt.1.119, Col. 6. 1. 53 (105 — 101 B. C, Tebtynis).
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sy et A Ui Jadhl) solall dma e A ae) (o ¢ e GBI Gagpallay ellal) ) 48 Coja
POl 8 sty cdnndi amall Ja1a Lldg 53 153050l ASLally 41 (glk@V) s
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' SB, 3, 7259; SB 5. 8932; SEG, 8. 466; I. Fayoum, 3, 152; C. Ord. Ptol. 65 (Il. 13-15: év &1 10010
AVaKEWEVOV GOV TE, peyeote Pactied, kal tdv mpoydvav eikdvav ypdrnmv); Kent J. Rigsby, Asylia:
Territorial Inviolability in the Hellenistic World, (California: University of California Press, 1997),
549-553.

? Nock, “Zbvvaoceds,” 9, note 2; Rigsby, Asylia: Territorial Inviolability in the Hellenistic World, 553.
Qs ) G v ean Y] Al agasind cpdll ol 2giall ae atabe i) 15 dsme JuaY) B A g8 -
k)
- Wahid Omran, “The Cult of Heron in Egypt, International Journal of Heritage”, Tourism, and
Hospitality, 9, no. 1 (2015): 206-225.
I Fayoum, 11, 114 = SB, 3, 6236 (B. C 70, Theadelphia) ; Friedrich von Woess, Das asylwesen Agyptens

in der Ptolemderzeit und die spitere entwicklung, eine einfiihrung in das rechtsleben Agyptens
besonders der Ptolemderzeit, Miinchen: C.H. Beck, 1923), 247.
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858 3al) Ayl i LS iyl ol Upeds Waals (Vo= lad) agd uni g€yl e Jailly dumall gtny
sy «Onelall plall ol ) cllasll o Jalall ) e "OassSYI G 0o «(SB, 3, 7259) odlef
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b o oSy @slall Jlas Al el ey G Ul i) 138 angy LS L Adaal) g Bl s iaay
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(Syoarporo) Wlalal sa 231N goirn )l ASL) aa¥y 4l Leiald) 15,3 a0 Jilal) ) 5)ladd caadi
Gaspallad Garadall 3197 ple b sl i LA 13 G G sl e (810VEQ) " LutisS” Guils
D asallay Ll e JSV (g padd) Shhal e Jla 4] 1558 Caie A3gS I tan els i (pualal)
Al ilS ) Gl sl ye 3alyys 835k oSWel 3 aansi (s ¢ e dulea IS 8 (gt ASLA 45l
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dalall Y 8,Lid el adad) cuenslinl ¢ Sy Lagiily Al Koy ASLall Alingys (a3 YY VY £T)

' SB 3. 6154 (B. C 69); Fayoum, 2, 135; C. Ord. Ptol. 69; Rigsby, Asylia: Territorial Inviolability in the
Hellenistic World, 563-566.
okl Lo sl elal aaen b Gy OIS A el gamall e s 1 AN oLl 30T -
- Rigsby, Asylia: Territorial Inviolability in the Hellenistic World, 563.
 Nock, “Zvvvoog 0£oc,” 9.
’SEG, 8,467 =SB, 5. 7172; Edwyn R. Bevan, 4 History of Egypt under the Ptolemaic Dynasty, (London:
Routledge, 1914), 391.

* Samuel Sharpe , The Decree of Canopus, in Hieroglyphics and Greek, with Translations., and an
Explanation of the Hieroglyphical Characters, (London: J. Russell Smith, 1870.); Ella Karev,
Variant Presentations in the Ptolemaic Sacerdotal Decrees, (Chicago: The University of Chicago,
2018).
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(I 8 iepd AV dila Y 5ladd Eyodpor idadlll coadil 4 (i@l 85 Bepevikng”)
Laadal) Jalal) ) 3Ll cuaaddin) Al gise A5 «dydhpata; 1 58: Gydiporo @V Oedv)
(1. 49: xai iepov dyoApo xpuoodv S16MB0v &v xdoTan THV Tp@TeV Kol Al Siyy Aslal
Cad pe (Syodpo) DU Led aliys ¢ pome s gpen B Siiys ASL) 4l 25 SevTépov igpdv)
(L 55: &ho Gyohpo A<y Aa DU Al (ugalall 4l alis Al ) dasall dylea A& aansyg

Mgl A8l Sauyd AT Jlay' il (Bepevikng dvdoong mapBévev)

Logal ) Uil LagdUial cpo g lly o (BLallaWly st S3Y) B 00 ool i O b Jll dlss
Sganall gAY} S5l Qi i 8ysea i3 Gyodpor Anlisl) Adadlll &) s candi ¢ 250 e AV AN Laadi)
Ll LSl Al Gl e Gl Akl atia e

O LS e nall aly) sy (Uil )l 1S oy cdppaaall laall JS 3 glaias LIS LadiS & LS
b el e Mimd casall 8 e SO Lnal) Gusilall Laglal (e aliiy cgruadll jhhall e 31 LaadiS
lagin @l clagia JS dapda o Cuaal) @lly oSy . Lagd dpulial)l SV WERYs (usabal)

el L) B Sy G eyl AV Qi ) 5)lad Syodpuon Adal ustisas e aadiul il
8agagall il jasdiy dall Coglgll aidg dlia il Caia ) 28 Ladie(p 3 0YY—0YA) JUN G
o Ayopior Adail s LS (g 53 pm sall (Llalladl) JBLally Bl usianlisn e ) Jaa o3 clgy
Ans s amy - oalladl paanlly A8yl ) G G ) (V) i e Y Lay 13s Ji dae
CASY s Cubans cousainSils (sl Oa o lag il eanll A3y

(el ALl o jalia agusye e a3 YWE1Ve alall 44550 4oap Analadl Glayll (g
sl Janatll (€a (o dal) Jandi By iy By Ay ) Jal () ¢ sisastd Gualid) Gassalla:
i 4ol 4415 By ccnd e (Byodpia) Jias Aall agsall 138 DA e Glld) ) 5 . (Gyopavdpetov)

Y LSJ. s.v. dyalpo, atog, 16, acc. pleasing gift, esp. for the gods, statue in honour of a god, portrait,
picture; Gerald L. Cohen, “Etymology of Greek agalma, agallo, agallomai,” Proceedings of the 2nd
Annual Meeting of the Berkeley Linguistics Society (1976), 100-104.

iy calpudly a3 Zlisd 52ball Qe Aipda gl DA Camge cdiypaas AY) e "yl Ll gy Caald Faga Al lling
il s ¢ s 30 56 Amand S5 BILIY) teale Aalig) Anal) LB LA e LAY (s asadll 40y e
CalS Ll Sy o sisnnms comasSily (ot LS QNS (gl conslidon] ulS ghons couti s ¢ uld il

Alisll 4V Jiia ol et ) 5)LEN aadns
Tania S. Scheer, Die Gottheit und ihr Bild: Untersuchungen zur Funktion griechischer Kultbilder in
Religion und Politik, (Miinchen: Beck, 2000), 8-18.

>Herodotus, His., 3. 37. 1-2=P. Oxy. 48. 3378, 11. 1-7.
3 P. Schub. 34, col. 2, 1. 14 (BC 99 - 99 A. D); SB. 6. 8993, 11. 16, 18 (175-174 BC, Oxyrhynchus?)=
P.Harr.161= C.Ptol.Skiav.18.

*SB, 14, 12144 (198-199 A. D); BGU, 2, 362 90 (215 A. M); P. Mich. 15, 706; P. Oslo. 3, 158; P. Oxy.
34, 2689; 48, 3378.
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EledV’ 0sS 57 Gyohpo T Ldlal alliias cre JS dapd Joa Gaipsall G aouly Jas o il
el Gadtll e Ll g "Jiall Alay) Al e i 05 llan G clisd Jol g Cus
PLadla) Lan ¢ ual) Bl () L3 Bale i Lefls il (o oS a8 5Sh ad 705 Je
O s Saall 28 ¢ uilld) jaaell DS a8l gy g1 Jila ) 5L sale axiis dyodpo
sla g0V lhaad) B8 25 (s ool poiam 132 = jume (B Las ¥ = olal ) a4l (a5l
Valse oSla sl bl Jadh (Slg ) an Y etidy Al GAN el K1y eelolall al) Qi) apaac)

el sl Jila Y s,laY) 8 fale aadiud dyodpo O elisia IS gy o)a] Aali g
& lS gy el () Bale e JELAD e poil) 138 Gl Lt ) Girg o e cJuaY)
O oSeall e Ll LS el )l Gl Allia b a3 dilalll ) 3)lay) 8 aodies gyal il
G dlall ) e Gyodpomon s G dlss ST (g e (g o it B ) Blal
& i elidveg ) Gy el Uapad (38 ) 1 cJrdlly 48l alaall olpas claall b S8l L6 1)
ole ISy ypm culS dyodpa 3 1 Comss Gusl s Sl apS leie Glapall 5% A Jilal
Ay "slaliasfslSlad’ il i@y ) Laiy Uglsa LSla ol (Ll f caslall Lty iy (Ui a ple
O il s CREAN Gl LS DAY 13 Gy ¢ o Jpase ol SLall Jha ¢ gy
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'SB. 6. 8993, 11. 16-21 (BC 175-174, Oxyrhynchus?); Fritz Heichelheim, “An Alexandrian Decree of
175/174 B.C.> JEA 26 (1940): 154-156.“5]86x0au [fpi]v xpu[cod]v dyoiua Bact[Aléwng
[[Troiepaiov moiely mav] &k ypuoo[d te K]ol kato[puepio(?)]achul 1@ yaunkei[o Incovpd Paciiéng
10 dyalpa] Todrto v[Ov] 10 oep[vév. klata T adt[d] 8¢ [tovg Oncavpoeilakag Nudv(?)] Aapdvralg
ndvta 8k tiig kabn]kovong &[k] [tV KatoovvIoV NUIV ®VAS TO[V TEAOV O TpooTéTakt]at TOV TAG
Samdvng Loyopov mowetv,(?)] kabdme[p ypein xata ta vopup]a”

2SB. 6.8993, 11. 21-25: “Bdca d&[Kai fudg @1 Pactiel [Ttod]epaiot O[d Gl JopRtopt, Stav idpvn Td

[vOv mpwtokiicia, otepavdc]oal 8¢ ad[tov kal xpvo]dt otepdvol, B0[con 8¢ k]ai th[t Pacthicont
Kieondrpar Ocdr done]p Oedr DA [o[prtopt, Sloov [dupotéporg dEGY éoTiv”

P. Oxy, 34,2689, fr. 2, 11. 10-11; 48, 3378, 11. 11-12; SB, 14, 12144.1. 6.
* BGU, 2, 362, pages, 4, 1. 1, 6, 1. 25, 10, 1.6; P. Mich. 15,706, 11. 12-13; P. Oslo. 3, 158, 1. 8.

*P. Oxy. 12, 1449, 11. 8, 42, 54, 56, 58, 63.

% Schubert, “L'sikévav giopopd et 1'autorité restaurée du roi”. 918-919.

’ Fishwick, “Statues Taxes in Roman Egypt,” 340.

8 Nock, “Tibvvaoc 0ebe,” 3.

? Louis Robert., “Recherches épigraphiques: Inscription d' Athenes,” REA, 62 (1960): 316-24.

' David M. Lewis and Ronald S. Stroud, “Athens Honors King Euagoras of Salamis, Hesperia”, J4SCSA,
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48, no. 2 (1979):193; Glen W. Bowersock, “Greek Intellectuals and the Imperial Cult in the Second
Century A.D.,”in Le culte des souverains dans l'empire romain, Fondation Hardt, Entretiens, Vol. 19
(Geneva: Entretiens, 1973), 179-212.
" Simon Price, Rituals and Power: The Roman Imperial Cult in Asia Minor, (England: Cambridge
University Press, 1986), 178-179.
? Kirsten Koonce, Agalma and Eikwn, 4JPh, 109, no. 1 (1988): 109-110.
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g5l clhaal Sl
Jasall A disaie JUd gikov Herodotus, Hist. 2. 106. 5
daguisa By pua EAINGY Herodotus, Hist. 2. 182. 1

gikdvag Eovtod ypaeii sikacpévny

3yal ) saamy Jliai EAINGY Herodotus, Hist. 1. 51. 5
2y s o gskie Jia povoAifog gikov Diodorus Siculus, Bib. Hist. 1. 57. 5.
2y s (e gskie Jia povoAifog eikov Diodorus Siculus, Bib. Hist. 1. 47. 5.
s/ pais Jha idiog eikdv Diodorus Siculus, Bib. Hist. 1. 58. 4.
Ahad) sl e sj5eae (L) JISA] glkoveg Diodorus Siculus, Bib. Hist. 1. 48. 6.
chaall e 3)5ae 46N Jiils gikoveg Diodorus Siculus, Bib. Hist. 1. 49. 3.
i sins Al pay saall e Jha EAINOY Diodorus Siculus, Bib. Hist. 1. 55. 9.
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AFP = Archiv fiir Papyrusforschung.
AJA = American Journal of Archaeology.
AJPh = The American Journal of Philology.
BIFAO = Bulletin de I'Institut frangais d'archéologie orientale.
GRBS = Greek, Roman, and Byzantine Studies
HSCP = Harvard Studies in Classical Philology.
JASCSA = The Journal of the American School of Classical Studies at Athens.
JEA = The Journal of Egyptian Archaeology.
JHS = The Journal of Hellenic Studies.
REA = Revue des Etudes Anciennes.

ZPE = Zeitschrift fiir Papyrologie und Epigraphik.

A jabaall -GG
1- Diodorus Siculus., Bibliotheca Historica: Loeb Classical Library, 12 volumes,
Greek texts and facing English translation, Cambridge: Harvard University Press,
1933 thru 1967.
2- Herodotus, The Histories: with an English translation by A. D. Godley.
Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1920.

o) sl — GG

1- BGU: Aegyptische Urkunden aus den Koniglichen (later Staatlichen) Museen zu
Berlin, Griechische Urkunden. Berlin.

2- P. Gen.: Les Papyrus de Geneve. 1, ed. J. Nicole. Geneva 1896—1906. Nos. 1—S81.
I, 2nd ed., ed. P.Schubert and I. Jornot with contributions by C. Wick. Geneva
2002.

3- P. Koln: Kolner Papyri = P.Koeln, IX, ed. M. Gronewald and others. Opladen
2001.

4- P. Miinch.: Die Papyri der Bayerischen Staatsbibliothek Miinchen, 111, Griechische
Urkundenpapyri der Bayerischen Staatsbibliothek Miinchen, Part I, ed. U. and D.
Hagedorn, R. Hiibner and J.C. Shelton. Stuttgart 1986. Nos. 45—154.

5- P. Tebt: The Tebtunis Papyri. London. I, ed. B.P. Grenfell, A.S. Hunt and J.G.
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