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Publishing and Studying of Some Inscriptions in the Tomb of Khatu
at El-Assasif ""A Hypothesis for Dating the Tomb"

Mohammed A. Elsayed
Faculty of Archaeology, Fayoum University- Egypt
Mas02@fayoum.edu.eg

Abstract: The aim of this paper is to publish and study some texts and reliefs
registered on the southern wall of the longitudinal hall of the tomb of the first priest of
Montu, called Khatu in the archaeological area known as El-Assasif. Some items of this
tomb bears fire effects that may be happened by the robberies in the recent time, this
study provides some linear graphics, in addition to the descriptive study of these scenes
and inscriptions, besides the translation of accompanying texts. It is worth mentioning
that the texts of this tomb do not contain any historical evidence, such as the name and
titles of ruled pharaoh nor distinctive event to any historical period. Therefore, it can be
dated only by internal criteria of the artistic style attributes, epigraphic and paleographic
characteristics.

Kewords: Thebes, El-Assasif, Nobles Tombs, Khatu, Dating.
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2 Fathy Yassen Abd El kerim, "New Tombs of the north Asasif" In: Thebes in the first Millennium BC,
edit. by, Pischkova,E., Budka, J., Griffin, k. (Cambridge: Scholars Publishing, 2014): 111-112.

? For a plan of this area, including these tombs, see: Friederike Kampp, Die Thebanische Nekropole, zum
Wandel des Grabankens von der XVIII, Bis zur XX, Dynastie,Teil.1, In: Theben, Bd. 13 (Mainz am
Rhein: Verlag Philipp von Zabern, 1996), plan V.

* Bertha Porter & Rosalind Moss, Topogrphical bibliography of ancient Egyptian Hieroglyphic texts,
Rielifs,and Painting, I, The Theban Necropolis, part 1, Private Tombs, vol. I (Oxford: Ashmolean
Museum, Griffith Institute, 1970), 42.

® Porter & Moss, Topogrphical bibliography, 45; Kampp, Die Thebanische Nekropole, 210-214.

® Muhammed Abdul-Qader, "Two Theban Tombs: Kyky and Bak-en-Amun", ASAE 59 (1966): 157-184;

Porter & Moss, Topogrphical, 446.

7 John Wilson, "The Theban Tomb (No. 409) of Si-Mut, called Kiki", JNES 29 (1970):187-192; M.
Abdul-Qader, "TwoTheban Tombs: Kyky and Bak-en-Amun", ASAE 59 (1966),161; Porter & Moss,
Topogrphical bibliography bibliography, 461.

8 Yassin, "New Tombs of the north Asasif", 114-115.
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-Christine Seeber, Untersuchungenzur Darstellung des Totengrichts im Alten Agypten, MAS 35 (Berlin:
Deutscher Kunstverl, 1976), 7-8.

? Etienne Drioton, Le jugement des 4mesdans 1'Ancienne Egypte (Editions de la Revue du Caire: 1949),
20; Grégoire Kolpaktchy, Livre des morts des anciens Egyptiens (Paris: Stock+Plus, 1967), 202-215.
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- Gunther Lapp, The papyrus of nebseni (BM EA 9900) (London: British Museum Press, 2004), pl.19-20.

* Adolf Erman & Hermann Grapow, Worterbuch der Agyptischen Sprache, 1 (Berlin: Akademie-Verlag,
1926), 379 (4-6); Sjef Willockx, Magic and Religion in Ancient Egypt, Amentet, Andjeti and Anubis:
Three Ancient Egyptian Gods, vol. 2 (London: 2007), 51, 52.

5 Robert D., Bates, 4 Dictionary of Middle Egyptian for Students of Biblical Archaeology and Old
Testament Studies, Doctoral dissertation (United States: Andrews University, 2004), 64; Augusto
Caminos R., Literary fragments in the Hieratic script (Oxford: Griffith Institute, 1956), 30, no §;
Penelope, Wilson, 4 Ptolemaic Lexikon, A Lexicographical study of the texts in the temple of Edfou,
(Leuven: 1997), 270.
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- Adriaan De Buck, The Ancient Egyptian Colffin Texts, VI, OIP 81 (Chicago: The University of Chicago
Press, 1956), 326; Raymond, Faulkner, The Ancient Egyptian Colffin Texts, vol. I (Warminster: Aris &
Phillips, 1973), 190; Christina Antoniadou, Anubis: The God’s Manifestation in the Iconographical
and Literary Sources of the Pharaonic Period (Rhodes: University of the Aegean, 2018), 79.

S Christian Leitz, Lexikon der Agyptischen Gétter und Gétterbezeichnungen, Bd. 1, OLA, vol. 110
(Leuven: Peeters en Departement Oosterse Studies, 2002), 860-861.
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- Antoniadou, Anubis: The God’s Manifestation, 79-90; Wallis Budge, The Book of the Dead: Papyrus of
Ani in the British museum (London: British Museum, 1895), 230.
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-De Buck, The Ancient Egyptian Coffin Texts, V1, 117.
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-Ursula, Kohler, Das Imiut, Untersuchungen zur Darstellung und Bedeutung eines mit Anubis
Verbundenen Religiosen Symbols, Géttinger Orientforschungen, IV. Reihe: Agypten, Band 4, O.
Harrassowitz (Weisbaden: Harrassowitz Verlag, 1975), 529; Ursula, Kéhler, “Imiut”, in: LA 1II,
(Wiesbaden: 1980), Cols. 149-150; Ahmed, Eissa, Untersuchungen zum Gott Upuaut bis zum Ende
des Neuen Reiches, Unpulished dissertation (Cairo:1989), 122-127; Antoniadou, Anubis:The God'’s
Manifestation, 77:78.
" Leitz, Lexikon der Agyptischen Gétter und Gétterbezeichnungen, Bd. 5, OLA, vol. 114, 860-861.
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-Rosalind, Hall, “The Cast-Off Garment of Yesterday”. Dresses Reversed in Life and Death, BIFAO, 85

(1985): 238.
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* Andreé, Veldmeijer, Footwear in Ancient Egypt: the Medelhavsmuseet collection (Stockholm:

Virldskulturmuseerna, 2014), 36.
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-Joan, Padgham, A New Interpretation of the Cone on the Head in New Kingdom Egyptian Tomb Scenes
(Oxford: BAR Publishing, 2012), 91-98.

6 Sahar, M. Abd el-Rahman, "Thesis in the Date of Tomb TT 254 Verification through Analysis of its
Scenes", Bulletin of the Center Papyrological Studies BCPS 34, 1 (2017): 597; Padgham, A New
Interpretation, 95-96, fig.22; Eva, Hofmann, Bilder im Wandel: Die Kunst der ramessidischen
Privatgrdber,In: Theben, Bd. 17 (Mainz: Philipp von Zabern, 2004), 70, 90, abb. 68, 91.

" Erman & Grapow, Worterbuch der Agyptischen, 1V, 251 (18), 252 (7); Wilson, 4 Ptolemaic Lexikon,
901-2.
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? Vogelsang—Eastwood, G., Pharaonic Egyptian Clothing, Studies in Textile and Costume History, Vol.2,
(Leiden: Brill Academic Publishers, 1993), 106-107; Vogelsang—Eastwood, G., Textiles from the
Workmen's Village at Amarna (London, 2001); Vogelsang — Eastwood, G., "Deciphering A Pictorial
Clothing List", GM 128 (1992):105 -111,’p1. 1-8 a-c; Ahmed, Kamal, "Les Noms des Vé&tements,
Coiffeures et Chaussures chez les Anciens Egyptiens Comparés aux Noms Arabes", BLE 11 (1917): 93-
126; Jac. 1., Janssen, Commodity Prices from the Ramessid period (Leiden: Brill , 1975), 260; Rosalind,
Hall, "The Cast—off Garments of Yesterday: Dresses Reversed in Life and Death", BIFAO 85 (1985):

236.

? Hofmann, Bilder im Wandel, 59, abb.51-52; Foy Scalf, Book of the Dead: Becoming God in Ancient Egypt
(Chicago: Illinois, 2018), 330. fig. C.15.

* Budge, The Book of the Dead: Papyrus of Aniin the British museum, vol.2 (London: 1913), 350-54.
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of Osiris and Skyscapes of Death in the Book of the Two Ways", Abgdyat Vol.13 (2018): 36, 38;

Hermann Grapow, Religiose Urkunden: Ausgewdhlte Texte des Totenbuches, vol. 1 (Leipzig: J.C.
Hinrichs'sche Buchhandlung, 1915), 107; Budge, Book of the Dead, 34, 284.
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vol. 2 (London: 1913), 350.
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-Budge, The Book of the Dead, CXXIl; Budge, The Book of the Dead: Papyrus of Aniin the British
museum, vol. 2 (London: 1913), 351, no.7.
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345-46, vol. III. 323; Budge, Book of the Dead:The Chapters of Coming Forth by Day (London:
1898), 177.
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> Munro, "The Significance of the Book", 54; Saleh, Das Totenbuch in den Thebanischen
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#19. Norman de Garis Davies , Two Ramesside Tombs at Thebes (New York: The Metropolitan Museum
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> Klaus Peter, Kuhlman, Der Thron im Alten Agypten. Untersuchungenzu Semantik, Ikonographie und
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¥ Waheed, Maher, The Formulae of Reward and Punishment from the old kingdom tombs in comparison
with chapter 125 of the Book of the Dead: The Judgement of the Dead in The old kingdom, A
dissertation submitted for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy, University College London Institute of
Archaeology (London: 1999), 249.
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Qader Muhammed, M., The Development of the Funerary Beliefs and Practices Displayed in the
PrivateTombs of the New Kingdom at Thebes, A dissertation submitted for the degree of Doctor
of Philosophy, University of Cambridge (Cairo: General Organization for Government Printing
Office, 1966), 48-49; Megan, C. O' Neill, The Decorative Program of the Eighteenth-Dynasty Tomb
of Pairy (TT 139), (Thesis of Master degree of Art History, Georgia State University: 2015), 93,
Figure 3.12.

% Davies & Gardiner, Seven Private Tombs at Kurnah, p-24.

’ Naglaa Fathy, "8pkr (Kheker) frieze in ancient Egypt", Journal of the General Union of Arab
Archaeologists 2 (2017):142; Nigel Strudwick, "Change and Continuity at Thebes: The Private Tomb
after Akhenaten", in The Unbroken Reed: Studies in the Culture and Heritage of Ancient Egypt in
Honour of A.F. Shore, edit. by Antony Leahy et al (London: Egypt Exploration Society, 1994), 325.

* Fathy, "ghkr (Kheker) ", 141.

* Federica, Ugliano, "TT 31 of Khonsu at Sheik abd El-Gurnah (Thebes): Researches into Constructed
Landscapes", ACME, 1-2 (2013): 7-32; Davies, Seven Private Tombs at Kurnah, pl. 27.

® Davies & Gardiner, Seven Private Tombs at Kurnah, pl.I-X; Charles K., Wilkinson, Egyptian wall
Paintings, The Metropolitan Museum of Art (New York: The Metropolitan Museum of Art Bulletin,
1897), 152; Nico, Staring, "The Personnel of the Theban Ramesseum in the Memphite Necropolis",
Jaarbericht"Ex Oriente Lux" 45 (2015): 71.

"Davies, Two Ramesside Tombs, pl. 18; Wilkinson, Egyptian wall Paintings, 144.
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* M. Abd el-Rahman, "Thesis in The Date of Tomb TT 254 Verification through Analysis of its Scenes",
Bulletin of the Center Papyrological Studies BCPS 34. (1), (2017): 597; Hofmann, Bilder im Wandel, 70,
90. abb.68,91; Veldmeijer, Footwear in Ancient Egypt, 36.

5 Davies & Gardiner, Seven Private Tombs at Kurnah, pl.XIV.

¢ Abdul-Qader, "TwoTheban Tombs", pl. 18.
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¥ Carolyn Graves-Brown, Dancing for Hathor women in Ancient Egypt (London: A&C Black, 2010), 91.

’ Porter & Moss, Topogrphical bibliography, 298-300; Brown, Dancing for Hathor, 91; Davies, Seven
Private Tombs at Kurnah, 15, PL.12.

' Hofmann, Bilder im Wandel: Die Kunst der ramessidischen Privatgrdber, 71; Davies, Two Ramesside
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"Yassin , "New Tombs of the north Asasif". In: Thebes in the first Millennium BC, 111-112.
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Theban Tomb 409 at Qurnah (Warminster: Aris & Phillips Ltd, 1997).
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- Onstine, "The Role of Chantress (§myt) in ancient Egypt", (Ph.D Thesis, (University of Toronto:
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-Budge, Book of the Dead, 234-235. )
> Erman & Grapow, Worterbuch der Agyptischen Sprache, TI, 408 (1-2); Kitchen, Ramesside
Inscriptions, 11, 599 (15); Kitchen, Ramesside Inscriptions, 111, 50, 54, 55, 86.
% Budge, Book of the Dead, 234.
7 Karl Jansen, Winkeln, Spatmittelagyptische Grammatik der Text der 3. Zuischenzeit (Wiesbaden:
Harrassowitz Verlag, 1996), 74; Cf. Edouard, Naville, Papyrus Funéraires de la XXI Dynastie, Band
I (Paris: 1912), P1.36; Irmtraut, Munro, Das Totenbuch des Pa-en-nesti-taui, Handschriften des
Altagyptischen Totenbuches, 7 (Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz Verlag, 2001), P1. 37; Ursula,Verhoeven,
Das Totenbuch des Monthpriesters Nespasefy aus der Zeit Psammetichs I, HAT 5 (Wiesbaden, 1999),
P1.66; Thomas Allen,The Egyptian Book of the Dead: Documents in the Oriental Institute Museum at
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the University of Chicago, Oriental Institute Publications 83 (Chicago: The University of Chicago
Press, 1960), Pl. 49; Faulkner, The Ancient Egyptian, 154; Holger, Kockelmann, Untersuchungen zu
den spiten TotenbuchHandschriften auf Mumienbinden. Band 1. Die Mumienbinden und
Leinenamulette des mempbhitischen Priesters Hor. Band II: Handbuch zu den Mumienbinden und
Leinenamuletten, Band L 2, Studien zum Altiigyptischen Totenbuch, vol.12 (Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz
Verlag, 2008), P1.158.

" Erman & Grapow, Worterbuch der Agj/ptischenSprache, IV, 8; Alexandre, Piankoff, The tomb of
Ramsses VI (New York: Pantheon Books Inc, 1954), pl.76; Leitz, Lexikon der Agyptischen, Vol.1, 61-
67.

* Erik, Hornung, Das Amduat, Die Schrift des Verborgenen Raumes, in: AA 67, TAF. 1l (Wiesbaden:
1963), 150-151.

? Rasha, Soliman, "MONTU, THE ORIGIN OF A SACRED NETWORK", EJARS 7, Issue 2 (2017): 153,
156.

* Edward Werner, "The God Montu: from The earliest attentions to The end of The New Kingdom", (A
dissertation submitted for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy. Yale University: 1985), 185-188,191;
Kitchen, Ramesside inscriptions, 111, 407.

5 Kitchen, Ramesside inscriptions, 11, 859 (3, 23, 24, 28, 29, 30).

% Werner, "The God Montu", 297-299.
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? Terence, Duquesne, "Power on their own: Gender and social roles in provincial New Kingdom Egypt",
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(Swansea: Classical Press of Wales, 2008), 47—63.

* Onstine, The Role of Chantress (sm®yt), 77.
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2 Werner, "The God Montu", 303; Kitchen, Ramesside inscriptions, 11, 302 (4); Porter & Moss,
Topogrphical bibliography,435 .
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Topogrphical bibliography, 268.
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(United State: 2007), 156-158.
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! Onstine, The Role of Chantress (Sm%t) in ancient Egypt, 105.

? Onstine, The Role of Chantress (Smyt) in ancient Egypt, 113.
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296), (Mainz an Rhein: 1985), pl. XXVI; Kitchen, Ramesside inscriptions, VI, 145-153.

4 Kitchen, Ramesside inscriptions, 1V, 116. 3; Onstine, The Role of Chantress (Smyt) in ancient Egypt,
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> Onstine, The Role of Chantress (smyt) in ancient Egypt, 115.

% Onstine, The Role of Chantress (Smyt) in ancient Egypt, 122.

" Ranke, Die dgyptischen, 245.

¥ Onstine, The Role of Chantress (Smyt) in ancient Egypt, 115.

? Onstine, The Role of Chantress (sm®yt),122.

"% Porter & Moss, Topogrphical bibliography, 377; Onstine, The Role of Chantress (sm%yt), 105. See:
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""" Werner, "The God Montu", 301-302; Kitchen, Ramesside inscriptions, 1II, 406; Yassin, ""New tombs
of the north asasif", In: Thebes in the firt millennium B.C, 113.
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-Kitchen, Ramesside inscriptions, 111, 285(5); Porter & Moss, Topogrphical bibliography, 266; Onstine,
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Prosopographical Study of the 21st Dynasty" (Unpublished Ph.D, Universidad Auténoma de Madrid,
2015), 19; Klotz, D., Kneph: The Religion of Roman Thebes (Y ale University: 2008), 106-7. Wilhelm,
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Claude, Traunecker, "Une stele tardive dediee au dieu Neferhotep (CS X 1004)", Karnak, vol. 7,
(1978-1981): 299-302.

* Werner, "The God Montu”, Fig.46.
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