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The main tomb at Catacombs of Kom el'shoqafa — a new Reading
Abdel Hamid Masoud
Faculty of Arts, Ain Shams University
abdoumasoud@yahoo.com

Abstract: The Catacombs of Kom el'shoqafa in Alexandria's and its main burial
chamber in particular received a great attention from the classical archaeologists; Due to
its architectural and decorative-program uniqueness, which is reflected in the
architectural planning with its unique architectural elements, as well as the multicultural
nature of the tomb, which gives evidence and concepts of faith and belief that did not
appear in another necropolis from the same period. The researcher wanted to contribute
in this field through this paper that adopts a new reading and vision based on modern
interpretations with the aim of understanding more architectural elements and the
decorative program of the main tomb. This study will contribute within the new vision
to understanding the funeral beliefs of the Alexandrian society during the Roman era.
Key words: Catacombs of Kom el'shoqafa - Triclinium — Loculi — Orpheus - Dionysus
Zagreus.
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* Gordon, Campbell, "Catacomb", in: The Grove Encyclopedia of Classical art and architecture, vol. 1,
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2007), 264.
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Grabstitten, (Koln: Corvus, 1990).
* Judith McKenzie, The Architecture of Alexandria and Egypt: ¢ 300 BC to AD 700, (New Haven &
London: Yale University Press, 2007), 194.
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! Alberto Bernabé & Jiménez San Cristdbal Ana Isabel "Instructions for the Netherworld, the Orphic
Gold Tablets", Translated by: Michael Chasein, (Religions in the Graeco-Roman World, Vol. 162),
(Leiden and Boston: Brill, 2008), 86.
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attributional possibilities of late vase paintings, (Budapest, 2012), 11-12.
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4 William Keith Guthrie, Orpheus and Greek religion, a study of the Orphic movement, (New Jersey:
Princeton University Press, 1993), 82; Bernabé & Cristobal, the Orphic Gold Tablets, 41.
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> Martin Nilsson, "The Bacchic Mysteries of the Roman age", the Harvard Theological Review, vol. 46,
no.4, (1953), 192.
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' Jean-Yves Empreur, 4 short guide to the catacombs of Kom el Shogafa, Alexandria, (Alexandria:
Sarapis, 1995), 4.
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* Rowe, Kom El-Shukafa, 14.

* William Slater, Dining in a classical context, (Ann Arbor: The University of Michigan Press, 1991),
122, fig. 5.

3 Slater, Dining in a classical context, 121; Eva Keuls, The reign of the Phallus, sexual politics in ancient
Athens, (New York: University of California Press, 1985), 162-3; Nevett, L. C. 2010: 47-48; Kathleen
Lynch, The Symposium in context, pottery from a late Arcaic house near the Athenian Agora, (Hesperia
Supplement, book 46, American School of Classical Studies at Athens, 2011), 75.

6 Slater, Dining in a classical context, 121-2, fig. 5; Keuls, The reign of the Phallus,162-3.
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" Frederik Poulsen, Etruscan tomb paintings, their subjects and significance, Trans. Ingeborg Andersen,
(Oxford: The Clarendon Press, 1922), 16.

2 Massimo Pallottino, La peinture Etrusque, (Geneve: Skira, 1952), 43-8.

3 Pallottino, La peinture Etrusque, 67-80.

* Poulsen, Etruscan tomb paintings, 19.

5 Pallottino, La peinture Etrusque, 43-5.
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Aarthus University press, 1994), 133-4, fig. 70.
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* Seaford, Dionysos, 82.

> Kelly-Anne Pike, "Cultural interaction and funerary art in Graeco-Roman Egypt", Undergraduate
Journal of Archaeology 1, (2009), 76.
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7 Guthrie, Orpheus and Greek religion, 114, 260; James Frazer, The Golden Bough: A Study in Magic and
Religion, (The World's Classics — Paperback, Oxford, Oxford University Press, 1994), 479.
8 Bernabé & Cristobal, the Orphic Gold Tablets, 82.
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Von Sieglin, Die Nekropole, pl. 36. McKenzie, The Architecture of
Alexandria and Egypt, fig. 339.
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Pfrommer, Alexandria, figs. 156-7.
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