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Al- Nawba House and its role in the Abbasid Caliphate Court

Shereen al- Ashmawy
Lecturer of Islamic History- Faculty of women-Ain Shams University- Egypt
Shereen.Shalby@women.asu.edu.eg
Abstact: Al-Nawba House is one of the most important buildings that were
Constructed in the new headquarters of the reign of the Abbasid caliphate, in the
Estern side of Baghdad, which was known as "the Abbasid Caliphate court".

The house was mostly established in the age of the caliph "Al-Kaem B-Amr Allah"
(422- 467CE- 1031-1075AD). It was situated by the Degla River, close to "Dar al-
Salam", where the meetings of the caliphate were held.

The word "Al-Nawba" in the Arabic language, refers to the country and the groups
of People; this meaning suits the role of the house, that it was specialized for holding
the important meetings in the caliphate.

All the outstanding people, as ministers, judges, jurists, witnesses, noble men, and
rich people, all of them used to attend the important meetings at the caliphate. There,
the internal and external affairs of the caliphate were discussed, mostly the decisions
that were issued by the caliphs.

The house also witnessed a lot of events, political, religious, social, economic, and
cultural. Besides, the funeral ceremonies of the caliphate were held there for the
death of the caliphs or anyone of the Abbasid family. However, the role of the house
remained until the downfall of the Abbasid Caliphate.

Key words: House- Al-Nawba- Abbasid Caliphate-The meetings- Baghdad.
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