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Personifications in Ovid’s Metamorphoses

Aly Hassan Abdel Gayed Mohamed
Asssistant Professor, Faculty of Arts, Ain Shams University
alyhanoun@hotmail.com

Abstract: Ovid’s Metamorphoses have four set-piece scenes in which personifications,
and their effects, are depicted at length: Invidia “Envy” (I1.760-832), Fames “Hunger”
(VIIL.777-822), Somnus “sleep” (X1.583-656) and Fama “Rumour” (XII. 39-63).

Ovid revealed his ingenuity in describing and enlivening these abstract ideas. He also
excelled in depicting of their locus. This certainly does not represent an innovation from
Ovid, as these abstract ideas were already dealt with in the previous literary heritage.
Nevertheless, the poet developed these scattered allusions in the heritage, devising
wider scenes, in which these ideas occupied a unique position, and played a significant
role in the development of events. No one before Ovid described the locus of
these allegorical personifications except Hesiod.

This paper aims to offer an overall analysis of these four allegorical personifications,
and illustrate what occurred in literary heritage regarding these personifications while
underlining their effects on Ovid. After analyzing Ovid’s description of each one of
these abstract ideas, we will study their functions in the scenes in which they appear,
and at the same time, we will make some comparisons between the four ideas.
Keywords: Personification, abstract ideas, Ovid, Metamorphosis
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