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An example of the false doors in Ptolemaic tombs, through
unpublished stele from ancient Mendes (tell er-rub‘a)

Shaimaa Ahmed
Department of Classical Archaeology, Faculty of Arts, Ain Shams University

Shaimansary@gmail.com

Abstract: The false doors spread in ancient Ptolemaic tombs, to close the slots of
Loculi. This study is aimed to achieve two main goals; the first is to publish one of the
slabs of loculi decorated with false door, which was found in the ancient city of Mendes
(Tel Al-Roba) and is currently preserved in the Port Said National Museum. The second
goal is to identify the types of the flase doors in the Ptolemaic period, in the the
Ptolemaic period, identifying its functions, composition, shapes, types, and comparing
this type of false doors to those represented in the ancient Egyptian civilization, and
their counterparts from the Etruscan civilization, as well as Anatolian ones and trying to
trace their origins, and the closest to them in function and form, and knowing the aim of
painting such doors.

Keywords: False doors, Slab-tombs, Slab Loculi, Mendes, Hadra tombs.
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Ancient Egpt, translated by David Lorton (N.Y.: Cornell University press Ltd, 2005), 211.
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Blanche R. Brown, Ptolemaic Paintings and Mosaics and the Alexandrian Style, VI (Cambridge:
Archaeological institute of America, 1957), 34.

* Brown, Ptolemaic Paintings, 35.
> BSAA 25, 1930, PLXIL No.44.

* Evaristo Breccia, Iscrhjoni Greche e Latine, Catalogue General des Antiquites Egyptiennes
(d'Alexandrie: Service des Antiquites de Egypte, Musee d'Alexandrie Ltd, 1911), 38-39 Tav XIII, XIV,
figs. 5-6; Evaristo Breccia, Catalogue général des antiquités égyptiennes du Musée d'Alexandrie: La
necropoli di Sciatbi (Cairo: Impr. de I'Institut francais d'archéologie orientale, 1912), figs. 8-9.

5 Breccia, Iscrhjoni Greche e Latine, 38-39 Tav XLVIIL.110; Brown, Ptolemaic Paintings, PLXXIIL3, cat.
no. 33, 37; Rudolf Pagenstecher, Nekropolis: Untersuchungen iiber Gestalt und Entwicklung der
alexandrinischen Grabanlagen und ihrer Malereien (Leipzig: Giesecke & Devriendt Ltd, 1919), 89,
Abb.59.
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Archéologique, Nouvelle Série, Fasc. 2, (1969): fig.9.

2 Brown, Ptolemaic Paintings, 46.

3 Evaristo Breccia, Le Musée Gréco-Romain, 1925-1931 (Bergamo, Instituto Italiano d'Arti Grafiche Ltd,
1932), 26-27, PLXII. No. 45.

4BSAA 25, 1930, PLXIL Nos.46, 49.
5 Pagenstecher, Nekropolis, 87, Abbs. 55,57.
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Marc Waelkens, "The Doorstones of Phrygia", In Yayla.Third Report of the Northern Society for
Anatolian Archaeology Yayla III (1980): 12—-16; Marc Waelkens, Die kleinasiatischen Tiirsteine,
Typologische Und Epigraphische Untersuchungen zur kleinasiatischen Grabreliefs mit Scheintiir
(Mainz: von Zabern Ltd, 1986).

! Breccia, Iscrhjoni Greche e Latine, 38-39 Tav X1II, X1V, figs. 5-6.

2 Achille Adriani, Annuaire du Musie Grico-Romain, 1935-1939 (Alexandria, Greco-Roman Museum
Ltd, 1940), P1. XLIIL.

3 Brown, Ptolemaic Paintings, 35.
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— David A. Walsh, "Doors of the Greek and Roman World", Archaeology 36 (1983): 47.
4 Brown, Ptolemaic Paintings, P1. XX1I, PLXX.1, Cat. No.30.
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—  Walsh, "Doors of the Greek and Roman":46.

\Yo



(& &) Aapdll) Gupdia Apsa (pa yd LG H&5 VA G eallad) juand) B Ladgl) Glgd) 2aY 7 igal

e oLl 12 5Ly MY E € a8 caan Aak L Sleg il Sl caatdll | _é dagdaa L)
D b Jb ) ) ) 2L Py (AL (& Beaa

(" 5y3a ) caduceus dasys sua e 4 ganly e uaps Lilal)

«Psychopompos Hermes ¢ 15! 23 Gusard Hsamy Ul Sy () a)ll o jiosdialy #5828
sl e psny A BT G ol ol o) Ll oS5 oGl e DAY Guilall e lasaage S 4l il
Wl sy 85 ¢ 3lag) gl ) pas S i tabella ansata 3,3 35 SL Gsbs cold) e AY)
coolel s 5o Eysla el S s L Llad g5al saalys ctabella V) s3a Gsb 52N e J4K)
235 S 3] e ABjann Cmdlag o (e im0 Cam (A5 o bl Legie IS i
ol Y el iadl Wy b sl e SLIS) Lagia OS Jasy egpmal Loy Wyt el e 3l 530
& bl sl Aplial sl 238 daal cGurard auys Lugiall osay o Adlide Lagagay zadle 5205
CrasSEll ilia b 2wl iaag 8 Orantes iy Cilasasy oS aa ) 40l b cgyshliay) joasl
Gl Znlall Laghall culSy L Jlag il jaaal) (8 Canal 38 Lol slaall (50 o Uil m3is edailag Sl
A (e Aandl) Blaliall JSy LAl Uiy Al #1585 QL L) LS5 ¢oSIall il sl Za g ya
el aigh 35y ¢ ool g 28 Ll ialiag pelaaall ugty Lol ¢ Sl (5l Auslall 21991
T4 e ey Galey 4Ll IS 38 ) shey 63 an )l Wl ccaala )l sty

@Al Ghlia ) Und catia) (Sl ccisliall A s dpmall jlie o Daaiie sl oda sels (S ol
5 U ol et JS cile] Ca G span b bl e i W Cajels 28 (S o
o Jal) (S LS el agy Cpa 5 Aaad¥) agull CulS Glall Gasm by gl 1Y) IS 1k
o esd V) il Laadl Qe o e (V05 OV E ST ST Ly jar ) S pY) ol
Gl sl sty el Gl e dtal A 8 all B il 3 B Lol a4 usy)
D Al AL Ball Lt &5 a8 LA aSuY) (8 R genall Baaagl) ) Jumil (e it AalS
Celalall alane 4l 5l g D) Jd CIE ) Sl
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Paintings, Pl. XXII, PLXX.1, Cat. No.30.

3 Brown, Ptolemaic Paintings, Pl. XXII, PLXX.1, Cat. No.30.
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(Alexandria: Greco-Roman Museum Ltd, 1940), PL.LXV, no. 3-4.
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" Brown, Ptolemaic Paintings, 35.
2 Pagenstecher, Nekropolis, 85-86, Abb. 58; Ville, "Deux Peintures Tombales": 283, fig.11.

3 Charlotte Scheffer, "the Arched Door in Late Etruscan Funerary Art" in "Murlo and the Etruscans: Art
and Society in Ancient Etruria", edited by R.D. De Puma and J. P. Small, (Madison: University of
Madiso Ltd, 1994), 196-204.
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Romans", 47.
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2 Christopher H. Roosevelt, "Symbolic Door Stelae and Graveside Monuments in Western Anatolia", 4J4
110, (2006): Cat.9, fig. 11.

? Sthephan Steingriber, Etruscan Painting, Catalogue Raisonne of Etruscan Wall Painting, English eds
D. Ridgway and F. R. Serra Ridgway (New York: Johnson Ltd 1986), fig.36; Sthephan Steingriber,
Etruskische Wandmalereien von der Geometrischen Period bis zum Hellenismus (Miinchen: Schirmer
Mosel Ltd 2006), 67-68, 100.
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* Thomson de Grummond, Etruscan Myth, Sacred History and Legend, (Philadelphia: PA University of
Pennsylvania Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology Ltd, 2006), 215, fig X.7
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