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Fires in Greco-Roman Egypt in the Light of Papyri
Hani Omar Mangoud
Lecturer of Greco-Roman History, Faculty of Arts, Fayoum University, Egypt
hom00@fayoum.edu.cg

Abstract: During the Ptolemaic and Roman eras, many fires occurred in Egypt, either
unintentionally or by prior arrangement by the actor. Most of these fires had devastating
effects and resulted in many losses of public and private property. This paper discusses
these fires in the light of papyri to find out their causes, where they occurred, when they
were most frequent, and how society and administration dealt with them. It also studies
the legal procedures related to fires, from providing notification to punishing those who
caused them.
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(Early 2" cent. A.D.); P.Giss. 124 = W.Chr. 15 = C.Pap.Jud. 11 437 (115 A.D.?); P.Mil.Vogl. 11 47 =
C.Pap.Jud. 11435 (After? 14 Oct. 115 A.D.).
Jon Thiem, "The Great Library of Alexandria Burnt: Towards the History : kil & uiSuy) d5Sa s Jsn
of a Symbol" Journal of the History of Ideas 40 (1979): 507-526; Mostafa El-Abbadi and Omnia Mounir
Fathallah, What Happened to the Ancient Library of Alexandria? (Leiden, Brill Academic Publishers,
2008); Myrto Hatzimichali, et al, " Ashes to ashes? The library of Alexandria After 48 BC", Ancient
Libraries, ed. by Jason Konig et al. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2013), 167-182.
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I Al (S ) opel (smili] aal Geflalls dusd i eCalal) e digiie lee )l

L D 0pa Al Ay Gy (o funall enl BLas Biplas claos (A eVl 15 (o
eishym A s e

"One day: P.Oslo. 1123 (212 A.D.); P.Oxy. LIX 3978 (249-250 A.D.); PSI 111 184 (292 A.D.); Two days:
P.Oxy. XL12997 (214 A.D.); Three days: BGU 11651 (192 A.D.).

* eg. BGU II 651 (192 A.D.), 1. 6-10: 80ev | émdidom tdde 10 Ppridia eig 1o | v katoyoploud
yevésBa(1) mpo(c) 10 | péverv pot Tov Adyov mpdg todg po-jvno\Byevovay aitiove, See also P.Oslo. 1123
(212 AD.), 1. 11-15; P.Oxy. XL12997 (214 A.D.) , 1. 15-18; P.Cair.Isid. 65 (298-299 A.D.), 1. 6-7.

3 P.Cair.Isid. 66 (299 A.D.), 1. 7-11. See also SB XXIV 16258 (108 A.D.), 1l. 13-14; P.Cair.Isid. 65
(298-299 A.D.), 1l. 8-10; P.Cair.Isid. 124 (299 A.D.), 11. 4-14.

4 SB XXIV 16258, 11. 2-7. See also P.Sorb. III 128 (219 B.C), 11. 11-12; O.Florida 2 (Mid.-Late 2" cent.
AD.), 1L 8-11.

’ SB XXIV 16258 (108 A.D.), II. 13-14: [O otporny]dg mept dv od [oldac, av]tdg pot mpo[cpdvnaov,
opof]og 8¢ ko of | [dnpdaiot (?)] kol 6 dpyépodo[c mep|i v loast [Tpocpovnadtn]cay.
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G Opmtial) aa alad] A lia b OulS B (8 Du ads Boa (S oulad) i) e 0l
A e Sl Cuslalshy On Gy usilaps G GBS Lea Al Gl e pgie QU £l
N Aaitall ASadll ol Jsiall (aegiall eleind iy OIS Baiey  Gugilise (8 Qe s L ouladshy

Guall sy 3l Lo alig coablall Om 835 Aaged ) Jeagill Aglae o5 CilS glal) Gmns
A Sihlge (mmy da Gesiledl by (el L o365 A dpdl] (3 Caas Lo el Jlay cdaenidll ye
i ((Bumupiopdc) Alers aeeld ol Al Al R (e leS By led agegl
) el Sl el G sl Alglaas oaly Galios) Gugiie () el Alals GugailinY)
o xSy qgay IS8 ol G sl GuilionY) Jola 388 Y 1360 Ylials Al daall J Alla
Jeaill diaSaa alal & il iyl JLls agions ailis Cion Ly 4 oy Gusndi ) ) Gillady Caay g el
Sl b

CO adh Ailad luds ued ) 3D Ll 2 o @ihal) Ll e agy Jasiall (il sal) e Ll
Wy ¢ gansSoall alel (aly Slagll Jl alel sanly Sl &5 cua (8 coupntl i) olel Wyl &5 Leta
(il ilSlias b e ol @y Gus G @) e e GapsSaall byl ) 548 duil) cals
Aol il Ay g 3gng Al g (e e el of Jlie) o Gaula 13 o g i
dld wnledy A Laie Guspa seadl 4y Gl Leoelld Jley Ul agioled pands agiledsivly b
Aoledl Gall A Ul Jaldly oeils Gutmany Ao pds ) oltieV) 8 Gul g slSya aill] Gusadiliiud
L4l

A 08 el Dl g Loy Al Gl caila (o Aedall A1) apis Gl Gladle Gy ey
Cilysiall QI 35l il 8 calSal led cnaa ) Gpall Ll 5,0 ae s il 8 aSall o)
Loelld Jliag caae e o e @ld GlST Elow Bpal) Sl QG 4ty 8 Ga e papd el )
wigf iblse pany e Qs seall lgd (S8 Al a3 VYA Gl Aapall SO Al A8 (8 o)
Qstndl e GElia) $ia Llens agle o Xl GLE PA 4 Aalall sl (e DLeS Gay agalal Dl
e ey 431 Y A g o Dal Gy g dai Apall) Ll JS agd dygra a5 ((SUTUPIOROQ) Lt
e by agle e Xl oL 55y 2 Loy Lay el ) S Qusatlin) o Aasinal o DaY)
e el ) (ailin) i€ a8 N Gty ey sl Al LAl e (i€ )il ) o

' P.Cair.Isid. 66 (299 A.D.), 1. 11-23.
> P.Sorb. 1II 128 (219 B.C.), 11. 17-18: Anuntpion. pdhioto pev Sidvcov adtode: &l 8¢ pi, dndotsiov

4 Strategos: P.Sorb. 111 128 (219 B.C.); P.Heid. VII1 416 (2“d half of 2™ cent. B.C.); SB XXIV 16258 (108
A.D.); Prefectus: P.Cair.Isid. 66 (299 A.D.); dsxaddpyng: O.Florida 2 (Mid.-Late 2™ cent. A.D.), 11. 8-
11.

5 P.Heid. VII1 416 (2™ half of 2™ cent. B.C.).
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sy pgealiie] OIS Layys AV Gandl (el sgamy (38l cdpaill Gyl 5a¥) 13g] JUaY) agia Gl
) sl pple e O Bpale Al 3y Sy el o i) o agde (g hall gl i

Aadln £ )l Ga pagads Al i

cagle o) ey ity Galpie) A Apadll lg) 8 IV gsSall mli ol Laied Jla A e
4ie lla 5 il Glyas 4 4l 2y allad) Gl ) syall oda 81 B il (il fluy) o35 a8
) 1535 o dal e el pgle o3 JlY GuiliondY) ) UL Gund 21 Y el ol
Al ay Aol 8 &add agle (mjd o (o sl aday WV L e V) e (8prog Baoihxdc) Sl
(cVuporov mept 10D Goall ol Base Olia (asladshy oally 23ihd a1 13g] agund
il i b st 8 Laa Wjlaads A gpmall sl ey lia i Al aal Layys EPTUPIGROD)
) Ll esmilan¥) e of Gealedl Gl a8 agde cedall Al WL pileal) sd Jadd )
KLy Ll Al e dllall SLE (S el o(Stoyv@var NG dEof gloty Tuyely pfog) L siaiu
oulny) oSl oy el G Gl 4S5, GuiliunY] ) Guadl) Alla) i Jy cdaang ol e
s ) e ale) il g 3 iyl Jaoply S o LS el 8 Jd

Guoall ld ge pansally duaill (8 Sl aSa jsaa ) il JS 8 W1 AR o2 calS 1)y
Yol i al didy ella i Gall s xie Gl ol dacadll cilpaa o A e o 4l lie) e
I8 saile pel Ladd i ded Lo 58 2TV play 4555 Aa8s 8 el L) clall Yisa g
Pl (e BLDy el o ol AL 58y ciial 1 L) e b padd Gageiy olea
LB ol 3 (Bpmoplopde) Lle agalid oL 4y A s 53 Goall dags (il (o@upidia)
(Gl b el aa (alaaV1 eVea S 1Y Sl b e 2Oyl layy S alsisa s alil sa
Caala) Al el pe cin ) Gin o Asaad) Bl i) of e i dpall (8

Ay elag (Bpall b el o Gayd cilS Al e ) Wad il colal s @lls e Sl
Apall 38 5ken Lo mavh A ) (lae (bt 8 Lo Bain (o Lo gty 203 )Y ola 330 Ay
1 S Wy ol € ey claall agiall sl g lal) o clpadl) codl 8 b e Lo e
ajeny A AeUadY) §plas WSa Haa i (KAnpovyion) dpSual) cileladyl iyl aal 8 jadil)
Sl Jadl) gy anlil 2 Gty o)l o Lgtalue (LY

e ge ple W) calS Goa @l (Bl iy o3 Ga o Ay Al Slisiall o) Jll Jasas
ccmiaall aal )il (IS 1Y) Glldg ey cial ) SLall e 4l Layged ) puaiall Ladsy Jilall e
calS sl B elly e dygiall oyl Ja oS Al clSlieny Gual 8 Gpall O 1Y) alklies 3y0bae

'P.Sorb. 11128 (219 B.C.), 11. 11-16.

2 P.Sorb. 11 129 = SB XVI 12426 (219 B.C.).

> P.Flor.152 (376 A.D.).

4 Taubenschlag, The Law, 461; cf. Taubenschlag, Das Strafrecht, 117.
SP.Tebt. 161 b (117 B.C.), col. X, 11. 285-294.
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sl Ciasiall (iled V) e Y Aaliall AL S0 o) S S AT clide Sl e i
Llill of Jlaal) 138 acay Leay dldine g Al Glisie dsagaae Jn ¥ Sl (Sl o(lShad) 3y0lass
(axih e gy old M olaits leie Gl o) Cua ¢@lall JIE ppea daiS Y L 5y, U
o gm0 Uil 18 SN Gy clhee S g ) Guadl )y adadl) Sy Y RN Al 8 S
BIS Gl peiall aggad o Sing Jlly cae Gpa b il o dag gl Bgiall ) s JS5
Sed

G ayldl @hall eVl sl ) ey Ayl oda Al b asasall Gald) (el LS
@abai®Y ) culall b ¢ e laa¥ly gabady) cpalall e duald Zge BET 3hall O adf gy (365
Ty cpiladly Lildad s e )3l Jaalaall Wyl S ClSliad) & Sleal) (e S0 1) ol 08 i aa
LAl i@ by Claylad e alid o Fladl anens Sy lilgall iy Bl of LS ey (o))
G bl el ol gl g aleally Agll culSliae ) DY) s3e5 y Jadh Galasy) cilShies e
Lebiall Jlel) daaes ) a5y Gppaiall Apall Jlal) e qaludly (et adally <lS clSliedl)
(Ofc &l Adds fld e Slo 8 adl S8 Laia oyl aal gl o ela Lo @lld Jliag cplaily
g b W Jed) dags 1odToy | ovk OA[yoly pot PrdBog gmucerholV-]bnke, 1. 9-11)
i el el 5 depie b alS Jlls (Logu[to]ovia) smipe L@l leiay Al bl sl
Sl sl habin BS Gl pueaddll dumd b Lo Doy @lld elayy gsiaf alil Gul S
@ ol b Qi) 138 e sydaad) L) aal e 558 ol (Sl el Jleel 8 adaannl
Sl aglleel o adally 138 (el S5 ¢ GUSY (e BpaS

Ll 3 ehpalady) bl e dpeal f 3ysha J6 Y il @ihall BT 8 elaa¥) calall e W
O i Gl st (peiad) ) cundally ) pmiall o clialialy Gl 2 ) @35 adall cals
sie eladl gy e danlill Gl culS JEal Qo e ¢elld (o 5la3 (K5 ol saaniall e Gl NV
@] Bl deags Al pal¥) G ghall gu cleln a5 (Eumopiopde) Al oLl
Afae ) phll DY Gl b ohlhuals agin 53y dad dasill (aibuny) 58 aae ) )

RPN

' See Ari Z. Bryen, Violence in Roman Egypt: A Study in Legal Interpretation, (Philadelphia: University

of Pennsylvania Press, 2013), 131 ff..

P.Sorb. 111 128 (219 B.C.); P.Petr. 1138 a = P.Petr. 111 34 b (198 B.C.); P.Heid. :¢ilassise) )3l dualadl "

VIII 416 (2™ half of 2™ cent. B.C.); BGU Il 651 = M.Chr. 111 (192 A.D.); P.Cair.Isid. 65, 66, 67, 124

<N ¢P Col. TV 96 (Mid. 3" cent. B.C.); P.Oslo. 1123 = Pap.Choix 19 (212 A.D.) bl £(298-299 A.D.)

SB XXIV 16258 = BGU 1163 (108 A.D.); P.Oxy. LIX 3978 :Jjud ¢P.Oxy. XLI 2997 (214 A.D.) :s M

¢P Petr. 111 34 a (210-183 B.C.) :<lil sl <0l 55 £(249-250 A.D.); BGU 111 909 = W.Chr. 382 (359 A.D.)
P.Heid. TX 428 (158 B.C.) :sA ¢PSITIT 184 (292 A.D.) :3budl aaens oS

3 P.Tebt. 161 b, col. X, 11. 285-294 (117 B.C.); BGU IV 1201 (2 A.D.); O.Florida 2 (Mid.-Late 2™ cent.

A.D), 1L 8-11.

* P.Oslo. 1123 = Pap.Choix 19 (212 A.D.), 11. 4-11.

3 P.Oxy. LIX 3978 (249-250 A.D.), 11. 7-19.

6 P.Sorb. 111 129 = SB XVI 12426 (219 B.C.).
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' P.Petr. 111 34 a (210-183 B.C.), 11. 3-7.
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Oeppod tag dpvtai-

/ / ’ \ / / V4 \ \ b \
VoG KoTeSKESAGEV Hov K[lav](?) kol KaTEKavoey TNV T€ KOOV Kol TOV OPLoTEPOV
unpov €mg 1od ydvorog

5 dote kal kivduvedely pe:
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el e sk e goladl 8 KA Al L Gilden b aatid i L cGugiiagin Ji O
sl Zae gl s cclund) s 8 alaal) dale 43Sy (o plially ks Jud (8 ASagie S ¢ J5Y)
Ba b s calS s Sl s sl s2ady by by B4 [asl] gy Gl
05 of gl S0 ¢els Jedl Jalell 13 i (g3 ) g ol clagmm Bl le3) IS 13
b oms dlial e S oS3 L @lld ayyg caiilaa Lnld ool g Glld ae g exaain pe JS @3 Jab
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' P.Enteux 82 = P.Lille 1 33 = M.Chr. 39 = Sel. Pap. 11 269 (221 B.C.), 11. 1-5.

e oy 4l el Ol L a5 cmstisadin s s JaJll e pdld g deny Sl ales o 5 4550 o3 3 Adaall jid)

b el agall Hhat ol auall g aadl) o eleadl) (o @l oSG Gl e sV 5y Gle 15 il sl Ayleay U sl plaia )
M1 sl me 5l Lary 138 O sl cagiilSa delin i ) 5l uile (alat

Jane Rowlandson, Women and society in Greek and Roman Egypt: A Sourcebook, (New York:

Cambridge University Press, 1998), 172.

’ Roger S. Bagnall and Peter Derow, The Hellenistic Period: Historical Sources in Translation, (Oxford:

2" ed., Blackwell, 2004), 234.

* P.Oxy. V1903 (4" cent. A.D.), 11. 2-9.
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11  Owd Ba( ) MMrokepaiog IMrodepaiov npdg IMetecody(ov) kvnkovpy(ov) Kol

v yu(vaika) Ogppov () [ -ca.?- ] mept mopautiog [t]Ac kataxodpatos kal
tehevThic dovhov Apma[ -ca.?- |

ph Al ) it (usdsatin d Gusibadshy G usalad sk el [ (g [ed] Ga -en [asd]

Ay it el s (ad e B sl sl of Apall) 038 (g0 Cadins

' SB XX 14085 Recto, col. 2 (12 B.C. or 32 A.D.), 1. 11
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Check list of editions of Greek, Latin, Demotic and Coptic Papyri, Ostraca and
Tablets.
https://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/scriptorium/papyrus/texts/clist_papyri.html

) G

Bagnall, Roger S. and Derow, Peter, The Hellenistic Period: Historical Sources in
Translation, (Oxford: 2™ ed., Blackwell, 2004).

Bryen, Ari Z., Violence in Roman Egypt: A Study in Legal Interpretation,
(Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2013).
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