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Flute Players in Egypt during the Ptolemaic and Roman eras
Ahmed Mahros Esmail
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Abstract: This research paper approaches the flute players in Egypt during the
Ptolemaic and Roman eras, where the flute players were among the most important
musicians present in that period in addition to playing an exceptionally significant role
in the artistic life in Egypt. More relevantly, the research tackles the categories of flute
players shedding light on their training, their role in providing artistic performances,
their wages, and finally their socio-economic conditions during that era.
keywords: Flute Players — Flute — Music — Musicains — Ptolemaic — Roman.
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' P.Oxy. 79, 5203(2™ cent. A.D.) = Walter Cockle, "The Odes of Epagathus the Choral Flautist: Some
Documentary Evidence for Dramatic Representation in Roman Egypt," CongPap XIV (London, 1975):
59-65.

2 Tedeschi, Intrattenimenti e spettacoli, 24, n. 68.
 SB. XVI, 13034(274 A.D.).
*0. Stras. I, 637, 1. 42" cent. A.D.); P. Oxy. 43, 3132, 1.33(237 A.D.).

S P. Lips. I, 97 col. iv, 1. 9(338 A.D.) = Daniela Colomo, Reinhold Scholl, "Psalmen, und Rechnungen:
P.Bonn. Inv. 147 P. Lips. 197," ZPE 153(2005): 163-167.

®SB. XVI, 13034(274 A.D.).
"P. Athen. 43v(131-132 A.D.).

8 Tedeschi, Intrattenimenti e spettacoli, 34.
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" Belis, "Les Termes Grecs et Latins Designant": 233.
? Frangoise Perpillou-Thomas,"P.Sorb. inv. 2381: ypdAioc, kodopadine, xopbe," ZPE 78 (1989): 153.

’ Henry George Liddell, and Robert Scott, 4 Greek-English Lexicon, (New York: American Book
Company, 8ed., 1997), sv. KOAQUAOANG..

4P. Athen. 43v, col. 1, 1. 9.

3 SB. XX, 15029 (2™ cent. A.D.) = Perpillou-Thomas, "P.Sorb. inv. 2381": 153-155 = Olimpio Musso,
"Theatralia nel P. Sorb. Inv. 238," SIFC 82(1990): 107-109.

% William Flood, The Story of the Bagpipe, (London: Walter Scott publishing Company, 1911), 15.
" Belis, "Les Termes Grecs et Latins Designant": 235.
¥ Curt, The History of Musical Instruments, 141.
palall gl 3l Gl s g dclion allall Joo STHNES o Cag yeall (e
? Suetonius, The Lives of the Caesars, Life of Nero, V1, 54.
produturum se partae victoria ludis etiam hydraulam et choraulam.

1 Dio Chrysostom, Discours, V, 71, 9.
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P. Athen. 43v, col. i, 1. 3, 5, 7, 10, 14, 21; col. ii, 11. 6, 8, 11.
2 Perpillou-Thomas, "P.Sorb. inv. 2381": 153, n. 2; "Artistes et athlétes": 226.
3 Liddell, and Scott, s.v. Bpnvéo.
4 OGIS. 51, L. 62(ca. 269-246 B.C.).
SBGU. IV, 1125(13 B.C.) = SB. XXII, 15538.
6 Bélis, and Delattre, "A propos d'un contrat d'apprentissage d'aulete": 103-162.
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'BGU. IV, 1125, 1. 1.

? Jean Straus, "Quelques activites exercees par les esclaves d'apres les papyrus de 1'Egypte Romaine,"
Historia 26, no. 1(1977): 78; Perpillou-Thomas, "Artistes et athletes": 226.

SBGU. 1V, 1125, 1. 2.
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& g sl s addoic Kidaplonplolg opomaKols Ll s J‘-Fi‘ @U =Y sl DBy e (B uS JSAy ) i
L'.g\_': -¢ Ll & ol Cdia &}d\ J2a 5 (zs2 e l,ﬁt’) Cuaill Y e il 4 951_': s ¢l s alY) Yl
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Southgate, "Ancient Flutes from Egypt": 12-21; Hickmann, "Classement et classification Ll kil ¢ ) gl
des flutes": 17-27; Bodley, "The Auloi of Merog": 217-240; Béckler, "Die Flofe im alten Agypten": 209-
A8 e aaie asl T3 e U sh Al 5 4l gl paliadll L& g\.ﬂ\ &\_9.1\ )'35\ ) (Dpl)}’l(ll)}\.{OIC ‘5;:1)53\ g\.’d\ 1228,
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Bélis, and Delattre, "A propos d'un contrat d'apprentissage d'auléte": 137-148.
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'BGU. 1V, 1125, 1. 2-5.
? Bélis, and Delattre, "A propos d'un contrat d'apprentissage d'auléte": 122.

? Straus, "Quelques activites exercees par les esclaves": 78.
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'P. Grenf. 11, 67, 11. 8-10.

?P. Grenf. II, 67, 11. 10-15.

3 P. Grenf. II, 67, 1. 15-16.

*P. Grenf. 11, 67, 11. 16-19.

5 P. Oxy. 10, 1275(3rd cent. A.D.) = Sel. Pap. I, no. 21.
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'P. Oxy. 10, 1275, 1. 7-9.

*P. Oxy. 10, 1275, 11. 10-15.
’P. Oxy. 10, 1275, 11. 15-20.
*P. Oxy. 10, 1275, 11. 20-22.
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' P. Stras. V, 341(85 A.D.); P. Fam. Tebt. 54(219-233 A.D.) = SB. III, 6946 = Idris Bell, "A Musician's
Contract (An Appendix to the Above)," JEA 10, no. 2(1924): 145-146; P. Oxy. 34, 2721(234 A.D.); P.
Grenf. 11, 67(237 A.D.); P. Gen. I, 73 = chr.wilck. 496; P. Oxy. 10, 1275; 74, 5014; 5015 (all 3 cent.
A.D)

2P. Lond. I1, 331, pp. 154-55 (165 A.D.) = Chr. Wilck. 495 = Gennaro Tedeschi, "Figura professionale di
musico in P Lond II 331.5." SEP 1(2004): 147-148; P. Col. VIIL, 226 (2™ cent. A.D.) = SB. V, 7557 =
Westermann, "Entertainment in the Villages": 16-27; SPP. XXII, 47(2“0l cent. A.D.); P.Heid. IV, 328(3rd
cent. A.D.).

3P, Alex. Giss. 3(201-202 A.D.) = P. Alex. 6 = SB. X, 10619 = Hagedorn, D., and Koenen, L., "P. Alex.
6," ZPE 2 (1968): 73-4.

4P.Col. IV, 94, col. i, 1. 5 (3rd cent. A.D.); CPR. 17A, 19(321 A.D.) = SPP. XX, 78 =SB. I, 5810.
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William Linn Westermann, "The Castanet Dancers of Arsinoe," JEA 10, no. 2(1924): 139; Grassi,
"Musica, Mimica e Danza": 131, 134, 136.

SP. Lond. IT, 331, pp- 154-55 (165 A.D.) ; P. Grenf. II, 67(237 A.D.); P. Gen. L, 73; P. Oxy. 10, 1275; 74,
5014; 5015( all 3™ cent. A.D.).

P, Stras. V, 341(85 A.D.); P. Lond. 1II, 331, pp. 154-55 (165 A.D.); P. Alex. Giss. 3(201-202 A.D.); P.
Oxy. 34, 2721(234 A.D.); P. Grenf. I, 67(237 A.D.); P. Gen. I, 73(3rd cent. A.D.).

7 CPR. XVIIL, 1(231 B.C.).
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' SB. 14, 11931(2™ — 3™ cent. A.D.) = Orsamus Pearl, "Rules for Musical Contests," ICS 3(1978), 132-
139.

s le s M ol 3yl b o b (5 md e e 3l 32 1 A 5 Aaellad e 3 (e
RARYARAY :(\‘\QV) 1 2 cu:}ub:gaﬂ\ tl\l.mbﬂ\ )S)A‘\JA.AGZLJJJJ\ @U}”
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Pieter Sijpesteijn, "Transportation of Entertainers in Roman Egypt," in: Miscellanea tragica in honorem
J.C. Kamerbeek, (Amsterdam: Apud A. Hakkert, 1976): 425-29.

*P. Oxy. 34, 2721, note 25.

°P. Lond. II, 331, pp. 154-55 (165 A.D.).
SP. Oxy. 34,2721(234 A.D.).

"P. Grenf. I, 67(237 A.D.).

8 P. Oxy. 10, 1275(3" cent. A.D.).

°P. Fam. Tebt. 54(219-233 A.D.).
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'P. Oxy. 34, 2721(234 A.D.); 74, 5014(3" cent. A.D.); P. Gen. I, 73(3" cent. A.D.).
?P. Stras. V, 341(85 A.D.); P. Fam. Tebt. 54(219-233 A.D.).
?P. Oxy. 34,2721(234 A.D.).
*P. Stras. V, 341(85 A.D.).
> CPR. XVIII, 1(231 B.C.).
P. Tebt. I, 231 descr.(97-96 or 64-63 B.C.).
kil Ay e S e bl ) 6055 Jeal) 4y e ol ) e g 55 27

Perpillou-Thomas, "P.Sorb. inv. 2381", 153; cf. P.Oxy. 22, 2331. 1.1(3ml cent. A.D.); SB. IV 7336,
1.30(3ml cent. A.D.); Jirgen Hammerstaedt, "Gryllos. die Antike Bedeutung eines Modernen
Archéologischen Begriffs," ZPE 129(2000): 29-46.

¥ SB. 20, 15029(2™ cent. A.D.).
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'P. Koln. IX, 369, 1.9( 2" — 3" cent A.D.).
23 VEA dle S dd Y Gl i 8 5 de jlaall s SOl il (g gand Adgie Dl ) (8 a sl Sid) Al
P. Oxy. 7, 1050, col. i, 1. 20 (2™ or 3" cent. A.D.).
4P. Col. 1V, 94, col. i, 1. 5(3" cent. A.D.).
50. Trim. 1, 86, 1. 11(275-350 A.D.).
P. Giss. I, 93, 1. 14(117-138 A.D.).

7SB. III, 7199, 1. 8(2™ cent. A.D.) = Marcel Hombert, "Quelques papyrus des collections de Gand et de
Paris," RBPH 4, no. 4(1925): 643-45.

¥ Wilcken. Ost. I, p. 766.
 CPR. VI, 47(3™ — 4" cent. A.D.).
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' P. Fam. Tebt. 54(219-233 A.D.).
2P. Oxy. 74, 5014(3" cent. A.D.).
3 SPP. XXII, 47(2™ cent. A.D.).
*P. Oxy. 74, 5015(3" cent. A.D.).
°P. Oxy. 34,2721(234 A.D.).

®P. Fam. Tebt. 54(219-233 A.D.).
"P. Gen. I, 73(3™ cent. A.D.).
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'P. Oxy. 34,2721(234 A.D.).
2P. Grenf. II, 67(237 A.D.).
? Westermann, "The Castanet Dancers of Arsinoe": 142.
kil 4 g 8 Ul Ll 5 YISI S 5 sl ) s shai¥) a sas pal) J s Jrasliill (4o 29 3all ©

P. Giss. 40(215 A.D.); Fritz Moritz Heichelheim, “The Text of the ‘Constitutio Antoniniana’ and the
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