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~Alexander’s grave between

the two idioms of : ofipe xai o@pa
~ Zeinab TAWFIK

lt is wrdely recogmzed that kmg E(an had transferred the

corpse of his crtrzm the G;reat Conqueror from Borﬁn?tmv to be

mammmed and to be bumed in Mtpcprg (1) ng cmlaae?t(pog in his

turn had carried it from Memphis to Alexandna (2) ; he deposrted it into

- ”.xpnon ldpvocé and consrgned rt to a graveyard whrch was perhaps
| srtuated W|th|n the Palaces area = TO( Baotkmoc (3) near the cost ~King

o OlondTep by the end of the third century B. C., and at the crossing

point of the largest two roads : Kavoroc K_(xl"Zolcpocmg (4) , had erected

~ Evo peyoho uomoco?te’{ov Whereln he once again gathered and put to rest
the ashes of his four ‘ancestors (5) : Alexander and the three dynastrcv
teem ﬁamkag K(Xl Bocolhooeg ot Ewmpeg ’AS::?t(pm Eoepye'cou King

» Ptolemy X in 89 B. C had daredev:lly replaced by an alabaster one the

: 'mentloned golden sarcophagos (6) of hrs own oumvvuog in order to pay

the mercenarues w:th whom he could re-entered his Capltal desprte his

’ rebellious troops .

This temple -tomb had been gotten, by Ptolemy the second (7) or

' ;khls grandson the fourth (8) , a name which rs controversial among the

‘anment scholars, eocv Avon 'ro owpoc (9)1]10 o‘nnoc (10)

The modern researchers too are Stl" uncertaln srnce drsagreements
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arise between them (11) . They neither extend new theses, nor do they ‘

.forw'ard substantial relevant evidence . ?

, | In this paper | am presenting a modest argument to your Congress;

and | hope to be a convincing .

| The difference between the two idioms, is one letter, small in its
- form, big in its signification . |

Concerning to 16 o@pa , it means ” body “ . Though some

“

researchers explained it as “ a living body “ . However, let us confute

such'interpfetatio'n which is contrary to what has been brought in by

[ Plutarchus ‘and Homerus . On the one'hand,‘t}he’ great literary ‘man (1,2) :
purports that : 10 ‘U(Bpa ‘_'coﬁ pﬁya 100 Maxs'ﬁévog &ﬂépeive VOOV B
xoi Sp'ocsepév oV V& TEfove pf)kig np'w ?\.{yo = the CbrpSe of the Mace-

~donian "king remained clean and fresh as if he died recently . On ,thev;
. other hand, the sagacious poet uses it as a sense of 70 vexpév (13);
while 10 Cmvwvév; he indicates as 10 Sépog (14) . The restriéted :

! o ali'_vé body “ which could‘be calle‘d' 10 C('op.a ', was “ the enslay%e'd “

either male or female : where throughouf the papyri a word of :

v 1&:06’)uara , namely ot SovAot , is amply ?adduced, considering that the -
; slaves were nbthving‘ else but nﬂovjng matérial masses . | o b
% ~ So, the utterance of 16 653;1& has meant no more than * a dead
body“ , that is td say v o . Such a word which was prompting;i

~ill-omen and gloominess to the Gréeks,‘ including the Macedonians who

| | “according to the myth of"Hpaxke‘iSm_ (15), deemed theméel\zes part and

| - parcel of the “Eanag; Such a race which is til now extremely |,
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optimistic, in spite of the hard cnrcumstances of its commumty, both

in antiquity and in modern times .

- Another logrc,al :motrve,ws that ’Ak’eﬁo’nv&pogco Méyoc , even

before hIS death was esteemed as cvou; Geog )cou mog evog eeou And

as we know Gods never dre masmuch as they have no bodxes but they

_.are spmts lmmortal and transparent whose drmk and food are 'ro vek— i

'rorp halnauﬁpoom , and whose resudence is 0 Oupavog upon the

~ silver acme of mount Ol'omrog

Thus under these justrfrcatlons it was rmprobable for E?L?aneg

ol Mmce&ovec_, Kot [toAepoiol to see about such 'ro?»u'npn Kou Buvoc—
mpersonahtyv(‘l 6) , the deified AIexander' (17) son of;. the deity

. o - o, vl / i '
Ammon (18) as “ a mere body “ or in similar sentence * TiToTO aAdlo

nap& G(T)uor . Snkka&]' nap& ﬁx&ua‘ “,

As for 10 Gﬁua ,' it has few senses like : a mark, ‘a signal, a token .

I pretend that it was the proper idiom WhICh had been preferred by

Ptolemies monarchs to -be a guide word for the sepulchre of our topic .

Their philosophy behind that choice was to maintain the grave s name

permanently linked with its magmfrcent host, in such manner that

whenever and wherever 6 omwc is mentroned it comes to be almed only

at the Grave of Alexander the third, the great man upon whose
' racialism they were proud

_To bring my point near to your mind, | would like to exemplify

. two certain paradeigmata :

. -around the world there are many ’Aheéc'xvﬁpaleg , but it becomes
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well-known that when is talled a city of Alexahdria deprived‘froni her

own mother-land, ‘everyone immediately re'aiizes_wAthat she is the
. Ptolemaic Capital, the center of hellenistic civilization . ’ '

- in the cosmos too , there are three onpo ,‘one at EQth (19) , and

two at’EALada (20) , but as soon as is said an absolute Thebes without

her AT OLEGTOT n’a'cp{?)a, all the people “understand that she

sighiﬁes the kingdom of Cadmus and Oedipus, the glorius 'citvy ’6f the
_ seven gates . : ' ' =

Anyway, it can be added that, 10 Bvopa adT0D pVIpOTOg , wheth-

“ S 4
er Gﬁpa n'oduo , is definitely out of comparison with its contents .

How simple such a name is, and how great such a content is indeed !

4]
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(15) In the 5th century B.C. at the time of Persian wars, it had been
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