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We hardly find any traces of the school of Pythagoras be-
tween Aristoxenus and The first Century B.C . Since The first
part -of this century , however , a stream of Pythagorean
pseudepigraphs burtsts forth . ™ Varro always mentiond Py-
thagoreans , he knows Ocellus and Archytas . Cicro men-
tions P.Nigidius as the man who restored Pythagoreanism in
Rome . @

We find the oldest testimony of the revival of Pythagorean-
ism in Alexander Poly'histor’s % account of what he found
ev IMuBayopixots ‘{mowéuacw , preserved in Diogenes
Laertius : ‘
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(1) A List of writings is found in Zeller 3 , P,116 . about ninety are
known to us either by fragments or by titles .

(2) Cicero , Timaeus I, : Multa sunt a nobis et in Academicis conscripta
contra physicos et saepe cum P.Nigidio Carneado more et modo dis-
putata . fuit enim vir ille cum ceteris artibus , quae quidem dignae libero
essent , ornatus omnibus , tum acer investigator et diligens earum quae a
natura involutae videntur ' denique sic indico post illos nobiles Py-

thagoreos , quorum disciplina exstincta est quodam modo , cum aliquot

saecla in Italia Siciliaque viguisset , hunc exstitisse qui illam renovaret .
(3) Lived in Rome between 80 - 40 B.C.
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The meaning of the text is as follows :

" The principle of all things is the monad ( unit ) arising

from this monad the undefined " dyad " or tow serves as ma-
stratum to the monad , which is cause ; from the

terial sub
rs from numbers

monad and the undefined dyad sping numbe
, points , form points., lines ; from lines , plane figures ; from
plane figures solid figures , from solid figures , sensible bod-
ies , the elements of interchange and turn into one another
completely , and combine o prouduce a universe animate ,
intelligent , spherical , with the earth at its center , the earth
itself too being spherical and inhabited round about . "

I must make some remarks to the text quoted above !

1 - That the earliest pythagoreans were not monists , but

(1) Diog . Lacrt . v111 25
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dualists .

2 - Aristotle says in his Metaphysics D That instead the
Pythagorean OQJELPOV ( infinte ) which is one,, Plato adopt-
ed the undefined dyad . And we must infer from this that
wherever the dbas ddpiotos ( the undefined dyad ) ap-
pears as a second principle , we are not really dealing with
early Pythagorean doctrine .

3 - Plato, at least in his laler years, called his first prin-
ciple the one . He also assumed a second principle , which
he called cither by the Pythagorean term dneLpov ? (in-
finte ) or by his own denominations TO UEYQL KoL pKpév (
the great and the small ) or aoristos duas “ ( undefined
dyad ) .This second principle , however , far from being de-
rived directly form the One , forms the antipole of the scale
of being . One wonders how Plato could have traced it back

to the first principle . It seems that on this point Alexander's

account Shows a later unplatonic conception .

4 - The doctrine that the elements interchange and turn

into one another is stoic Heraclitism “ We find it also in
Philo who views the Moyos as mediating between the op-
posites . @ The statement that the doctrine is found in the

(1) Aristotle , Metaphysics, A6,9876-261
(2) Plato , Philebus 24-25.
(3)Ibid, 24 2-25b .

(4) About this stoic doctrine known as qtiip Tsxvuccfv ( periodical fire )
cf : Diog. Laert ., VII 156 and Aectius , Plac . 1, 7,33 (SVF 1027 ).

the same term in Cicero ignis articious ( Natura Deorum 11,22 ,57
(5) Philo , De Opificio Mundi 4,16 .
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Timaeus of Plato is only partly correct , for Plato says that
the four elements only seemed 10 blend into each other but
that in fact one of them does not change into anything else -

(1)

Ifind it necessary 10 quote the following Passage con-

cerning the doctrine of the opposite qualities and their equi-

librium : .
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" Light and darkness have equal part
have hot and cold and dry and moist, and of these , if hot
predominates , We have summer ; if cold , we have winier ; if '
dry , spring ; if moist , Late autumit Ifall are in equilibrium |
, we have the best periods of the year , of which the freshness Lo
of spring constitutes the healthy seasor , and the decay of i

late autumn the unhealthy . "

in the universe , SO

(1) Plato , Timaeus 546 .
(2) Diog . Laert VI, 26 .
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Doubtless , the doctrine of the opposite qualities and their
equilibrium is found in Plalo . “ And so our another ( Al-
exander Polyhistor ) may have borrowded it though it goes
back to Alcmaeon . .

Turning to another point dealing with mortal beings and
immortal beings I have to quote the following :
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" the air about the earth is stagnant and unwholesome
and all within it is mortal ; but the uppermost air is ever
moved and pure and healthy . and all within it is immortal
and consequently divine . The sun , the moon , and the other

stars are gods , for in them there is a preponderance of heat .

,and heat is the cause of life .

" what the text includes comes partly from Plato, partly
from Aristotle . The aether theory as it comes here, shows

Plata's view in Timaeus where the aether is not yet a fifth

(1) Plato , Symposium 186 d , 188 a - Timaeus 81 ¢
(2) Diog Laert VIIIL, 26 - 27




28
. .
element , but is known as the purest air )

As lo the doctrine that heat is the cause of life Aristotle
supposed that the vrial heat in ammals is something analog
“ous to the aether , because it generates living beings ?

In the following Passage I turn to discuss God and man
and providence .
1 I
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" Gods and men are akin , inasmuch as man partakes of

heat ; therefore god takes thought for man, Fate is the cause
of things being thus ordered both as a whole and separately "

Here , Alexander's Pythagoreans share Stoic pantheism
their god is not transcendent , but by his reason man is of the

substance of god , i.e. of the fiery pneuma that penetrates the .

universe . the statement that eLLOPUEV (Fate ) is the cause
of things being ordered , both as a whole and in particular .
indicates that for these SO - called pythagoreans the relation
of npovoia ( providence ) and LUOAPUEVT] ( fate ) - much dis-

(1) Plato , Timaeus , 58d
(2) Aristotle , De Caelo 1, 3, 270 b 22 , also ,De generatione 11, 3, 7366

33.73726.
(3) Diog Laert VI - 27
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cussed in the second century after christ and later by
Plotinus and those who follow him-was already a problem .

The following passage from Diogenes laertius brings us
back to the ancient Orphic - Pythagorean sphere 3
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" purification is by cleansing , baptism and lustration, and

by keeping clean from all deaths and births and all pollution

, and abstaining from meat and flesh of animals that have
died , mullets , gurnards , eggs and egg-sprung animals ,
beans , and the other abstinences prescribed by those who

- perform mystic rites in the temples” .

4-

I say that these things bring us back to the ancien
- Pythagorean sphere , for Pythagoras and his opponents had
put deep meanings and principles for purification , they also
used music for the purification of (soul ) (yxm ).

(1) Diog , Laert VIII 33 , 34

Orphic
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It is known that Pythogoreanism had some abstinences
concerning with food , meat in particular , Pythagoreanism
prohibited meat in accordance with his argument that there is
a kinship between man and ainmal . Zeller was probably
right in thinking that the doctrine expounded in the above -
mentioned passage did not originate from Rome , where
Nigidius Figulus is said to have first restored Pythagorean-
ism , but from Alxandria @ where it is known to Arius Did-
ymus in the first century (B.C.) ? . |

We have also Ocellus,whose work (sepL Tov mavtos
¢uoews )( about the whole nature ) is cited by Censorinus
and by Philo ® and shows mainly peripatetic influence says
in this work :

@)

( Sokel yop poL To mov oavwAedpov ewvaL Ko
QYEVNTOV OLEL TO YOP MV KO ETTOL €L YO gyXpovoy , Ouk
Qv ETL 1V . OUTWS OUV OVOAEBPOV TE KO OYEVITOV TO
sorv

(1) Zeller , outlines of the Htistory of Greek Philosphy p . 119.

(2) Arius Odymus of Alexandria (65 B.C -A . D .10) on account of his
enormau industry , was the author of a Commentary on Homer , embod-
ying the opinions of Aristarchus Zenodotus and Aristophanes of By-
zantium , parta commentary on Demosthenes by Didymus has survived .
(3) Ap . Varro , De Re RusticaIl 1.3 .

(4) Philo , De Aeternitate Mundi 12 .
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It is known that Pythagoreanism had some abstinences
concerning with food , meat in particular , Pythagoreanism
prohibited meat in accordance with his argument that there is
a kinship between man and ainmal . Zeller was probably
right in thinking that the doctrine expounded in the above -
mentioned passage did not originate from Rome , where .

- Nigidius Figulus is said to have first restored Pythagorean-

ism , but from Alxandria @ where it is known to Arius Did-
ymus in the first century (B.C) @,

We have also Ocellus,whose work '(nspf 0D TOVTOS
doews )( about the whole nature ) is cited by Censorinus @
and by Philo ® and shows mainly peripatetic influence says
in this work :
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(1) Zeller , outlines of the Htistory of Greek Philosphy p . 119..

(2) Arius Odymus of Alexandria (65 B.C-A.D .10 ) on account of his
enormau industry , was the author of a Commentary on Homer , embod-
ying the opinions of Aristarchus Zenodotus and Aristophanes of By-
zantium , parta commentary on Demosthenes by Didymus has survived .
(3) Ap . Varro , De Re RusticaI11.3 .

(4) Philo , De Aeternitate Mundi 12 .
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It seems to me that the universe is imperishable and un-

created , For it had been always and will be for ever , For if
it had in time , it would not be , Therefore it is imperishable

and uncreated )

In Rome Quintus Sextius founded a school of philosophy
which flourished under Augustus and claimed to be Py-
thagorean , Seneca knows the works of the elder Sextius
.nd cites him often with great esteem @ But in Seneca's
days the school was almost forgotten A

In the first and second century only.”a few Neo-
Pythagoreans Moderatus of Gades lived under Nero or the

Flavians .

His eleven books ITuBayopk@dv oxoh@v ( pythagorean
schools ) are mentioned by Eusebius " .

According to Porphyrius ' account he used pythagorean
number theory as a means to explain Plato's metaphysical

principles ©

we have another account of Moderatus ' theory by Sim-

(1) Ocellus1.27.9

(2) Seneca , Epistolae , 59,7 also 64 , 2

(3) seneca , Naturales Quaestiones VII 32, 2

Pythagorica illa invidiosa turbae schola praeceptorem non invenit ;
sextiorum nova et Romani roboris secta inter initia sua , cum magno
iinpetu coepisset , extincta cst .

(4) cf . Eusebius,, Pracparatio Evangelica , Iv,19,8

(5) Porphyrius , Vita pythag . 48 - 51
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plicius who cites a passage of porphyrius' Iept $ans @
pythagoreans were the first to conceive ( material ) as som-
etmg that is distinguished by mass’ dYK:oo and distance 31~

dotaoet and division uspncmw not measurable by ordmary
measures , but only capable of being defined by means of

su&nmcoz uerpo ( formal meters ) after them Plato con-

ceived it in this way as Moderatus says :
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(1) Simplicius , ph}ilCS ,p230,41-231,25
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From simplicius ' account of Moderatus , doctrine we see
for the first time the four stages of the Neoplatonic hierarchy
of being clearly outlined . '

Dodds recognized it as a Neopythagorean interpretation of
Plato's Parminides @ of which he finds an earlier trace in a
correction made by the Neopythogonean Eudorus of Alex-
andria in a passage of Aristotle ; The text of Aristotle , Meta-

physics @ .

Té. yop £tdn Tod Tl oLy olteio tis BANoLs , TOis 8, et-
Seow to év @ . Alexander in Metaphysics says that Eudorus
and Euarmostus read : Tofs 8, eldeowv w6 & kol mj {S'M;;f
Dodds thinks there is not an omission here , but Eudorus
changed the text of Aristotle in the sense of Neopythagorean
monism which derived the ( &rewpov ) (infinite ) directly

bfrom the one .

In The Third Century Philostratus wrote a kind of saint's
life of Apollonius , as an example of the perfectus sapiens
( perfect wise man ) in Pythagonean style, The story abounds
with miracles , but the author takes great pains to explain
that they are not produced by magic art but spring from a
superior wisdom and intimate connection with God (or the

(1) The Parminides of Plato and the origin of the Neoplatonic (One )
in class , Quart 1928 p 129 - 142..

(2) Aristotle , Metaph A988a10-11

(3) Alexander Aphrod, Metaphysics 1,31 - 59.
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gods ) @ Dio Cassius mentions Apollonius and His life of

Pythagorus is cited by Porphyrius and by Iamblichus , of his
books mept Ovolwv a fragment is preserved by bUSBbIUb

Nicomachus of Gerasa elaborated the early Pythago_rean
Theory of number as a cosmic principle .

Nicomachus says that of the mathematical sciences arith-
metic is concerned with absolute quantity , music with rel-
ative quantity ; two other sciences deal with size , geometry
with the part that is at rest , astronomy with that which
moves , These sciences , are mdlspensable for the knowledge
of things and a Condition of wisdom so he means that Math-

ematics a condition of wisdom .
. i !
Nicomachus speaks of povas dpoevobnhus as follows :

[ Asyu 8¢ Tnv uov&&a AAANOL TE O'UK ONyoL TV TA0LO—-
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KOl dpc;svoenkvs ko Beds KOLL B 8¢ nds J"COW”COL
xpnuovca uwws (os a)m@ws Kol :rcowéost AowtdV Kl
prntucn Kot xolos , ovyxuoLs odykpaots , ShopTeon
OKOTWOLD, , XATWKA, , TAPTAPOS ] -

(1) Philostratos ,12; V12, VII7,9.
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That the first principle is at once VA1 - not only that vAn
derives from it - is not yet in Alexander polyhistor's account
of Pythagorean doctrine mentioned in Diog Laert ® but it is
found in the Stoa @

L
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(1) Diog, Laert., VIII 25.
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